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An Account of the Brsnor’s Apsey, at Waltham, in Hamphhire: 
With a fine View of its venerable Ruins. 


Atruam, called alfo Bifhop’s 
Waltham, is a Imall, dif- 
agreeable, and ill-paved market-town, 
fituated at the diftance of eight miles 
from Winchefter and fixty-five from’ 
London. A palace of the bifhops of 
Winchefter, onte fituated here, gave 
it the name of Bifhop’s Waltham. 
The venerable remains of its abbey, 
which is termed, by the country peo- 
ple, * The Bifhop’s Abbey,’ are un- 
queftionable proofs, that it was once 
a place of fome confequence. Only 
one of its towers remains at prefent ; 
and that is in a thattered condition. 
This ftruéture, however, with the ad- 
jacent walls, is in the higheft ftate of 
prefervation for the canvaji. The 
walls are overgrown with ity, which, 
notwithftanding it has contributed to 
reduce. the fabric to its prefent ruinous 
ftate, now feems to lend its utmoft aid 
to prevent its mouldering fides from 
finking into oblivion. The infide of 
the abbey is now appropriated to the 
ufes of a farm-yard; and fuch parts 
of the walls as remain, are covered 
in, and converted into barns and cart- 
lodges. 
How chang’d, alas! from that rever’d 
abode, ; 
Graced by proud dignity in ancient days, 
When monks reclufe the facred pavements 
trod ' 
And taught th’ unletter’d world its 
Maker’s praife. 
The ivy now, with rude luxuriance, bends 
Its tangled foliage through the cloifter’s 
{pace ; 
O’er the green window’s mould’ring height 
aicends, 
And fondly clafps it with a faft em- 
brace. 
Yon parted roof that nods aloft in air, 
The threat’ning battlement, the rifted 


tower, 
The choir’s loofe fragments fcatter’d round 
declare, : 
Infulting Time, the triumphs of thy 
pow’r | KEeatTeé. 
VoL. xc. 


* Comment. Book IV, ch. 17. 
Hh 


The penfive mind that is fond to 
explore the remains of defolated gran- 
deur, Gr to meditate in awful retro- 
fpect cn the folly of ancient fuper- 
ftition, may here find ample room for 
reflection. The lover of legal anti- 
quities, the hiftorian of ancient regu- 
lations, may likewife find Bifhop’s 
Waltham an object of attention; for 
to the hiftory of this place muft we 
trace che origin of that celebrated act 
of parliament, entitled ‘ The Black 
A&,’ of which fir William Blackftone 

ives this account: ‘ The ftatute 9 
ert I, commonly called ‘ The 
Waltham Black A&,’ was occafioned 
by the devaftations committed near 
Wa'tham, in Hamphhire, by perfons 
in difguife, or with their faces black- 
ed, who feem to have refembled the 
Roberdimen, or followers of Robert 
Hood, that, in the reign of Richard 
the firft, committed great outrages on 
the borders of England and Scot- 
land *.’—It feems, that many years 
ago, a party of the inhabitants of 
this town retired to a reclufe dell in 
the ‘New Foreft, whence they iffued 


‘forth in the night; and, their num-_ 


bers rendering them formidable, they 
committed great depredations in the 
neighbourhood, killing deer, theep, 
&c. for their fubfiftence. As they 
commonly made their appearance in 
the night, and were difguifed, more- 
over, as abovementioned, they were 
called *« The Waltham Blacks.’ The 
place of their retreat was a recefs, 
acceflible only by a fubterranean paf- 
fage. They dreffed like forefters ; 
the crofs-bow was their weapon; and 
it is afferted, that they called them- 
felves the defcendants of Robin Hood. 
In this licentious ftate they remained, 
a confiderable time, till, at laft, they 
were difperfed by the a¢tivity of the 
neighbouring gentlemen, and have 
not fince infefted the country. 
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History of th Enciisu Lonec-Bow. 
[{ From Mofeley’s Efflay on Archery. } 


S the Englifh Long-bow formerly 
vheld fo diftinguithed a rank 
among the military weapons of Eu- 
rope, and as many of the moit im- 
portant battles and conquefts were ob- 
tained by the aid of Enghth archers ; 
it is neceflary for me to infift, at fome 
length, on the hiftory of the bow in 
this ifland; were it only in compli- 
ment to the fame of our anceftors. 
Whether the eulogies which have 
een fo liberally paffed on the Inglith 
archers, by Englifh writers, be per- 
fectly juft; and whether they really 
were more expert in the practice of 
this branch of war than many of the 
ancient nations, I think may be dif- 
puted. ‘The perpetual attention paid 
to inure youth to the practice of the 
bow, by many warlike people of an- 
‘tiquity, was, I conceive, a much more 
fevere difcipline, than that of this 
country. Perhaps, indeed, our ar- 
chers might derive a fuperiority from 
their bows being conftructed on bet- 
ter principles, being more fkilfully 
made, and of better materials than 
thofe ufed in other countries. 
But leaving this point undifcuffed, 
I thall now endeavour to trace the 
bow, in this ifland, during the early 
eriods in which it feems to have been 
bees ; continuing the hiftory through 
the feveral fucceflive ages and reigns, 
till the period in which that initru- 
ment was difcontinued, as a military 
weapon, in the Englifh army. 
Having had an opportunity of con- 
fulting a fine collection of chronicle- 
writers, and hiftorians, I have been 
induced to fpare no pains, in the in- 
vettigation of this part of my fubjeét. 
A tedious refearch has enabled me, 
however, to colle& only a few folitary 
facts, with refpeét to archery. in this 
kingdom, before the time of the Nor- 
man invafion: but thefe few facts, I 
think, will prove fufficient evidence 
from which to judge of the ftate of 
the bow in the early ages, 


I have been much furprized to find, 
that fome of our hiftorians, and par- 
ticularly the more modern ones, have 
reprefented the Englifh at the Battle 
of Haftings, as entirely ignorant of 
the effect of archery; and fpeak of 
the aflonifhment with which the troops 
were feized, in finding death inflifted 
on them, while the enemy was far at 
a diftance. Speed obferves, that the 
firft difcharge of arrows from the 
Norman army, ‘ was a kind of fight 
both ftrange and terrible unto the 
Englith, who fuppofed their enemy 
had been already even in the middeft 
among them.’ Echard expreffes the 
fame fentiment in his account of the 
battle with William. ‘The fight,’ he 
fays, * began with great fury, order, 
and equal bravery on both fides; in 
which the Englifh were feverely galled 
by the thick fhowers of arrows from 
the Norman Long-bows, before the 
battle joined; which was a weapon 
then unufed in England, and thereby 
the more furprizing, the wounds 
coming from enemies fo far diftant, 
and not fuddenly to be revenged.’ 

Hume mentions nothing of this ex- 
traordinary furprize among the Eng- 
lith troops, neither do Matthew Paris, 
nor many others. Sir J. Hayward 
fays, the ufe of the bow was firft 
brought into the land by the Nor- 
mans, and that afterward the Englith 
being trained to the prattice of it, be- 
came the- beft fhooters in the world. 

That the Englifh could be ignorant 
of the bow at the conqueft, appears 
inconceivable, as both the Saxons and 
Danes made ufe of it in battle againit 
the inhabitants of this country, for 
many centuries previous to that time. 
It is true, there is no mention made 
of archers among the troops of Harold, 
but it does not follow that they were 
ignorant of the effect of archery, or 
that the bow was not then ufed in 
England. 

At what time this inftrument - 

ri 
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firt brought into the ifland, is uncer- 
tain; the hiftory of our country ex- 
tends with accuracy fo few ages back, 
that it is impoffible to afcertain the 
true zra in which the bow was intro- 
duced. 

It is pretty certain, however, that 
the inhabitants of Britain did not make 
ufe of this weapon in battle, at the 
time Julius Czfar firft vifited this 
country, as it is not enumerated 
among the arms of the natives, in the 
minute defcription of them, given by 
that author, , 

The Romans, it is probable, intro- 
duced the bow as a military weapon 
into Britain, as archers often formed 
a great part of their auxiliary troops. 
The batiles between the Romans and 
our countrymen, as defcribed by 
Cefar, do not, however, appear to 
have been carried on by the ailiftance 
of it. But from tire fecond book of 
the Commentaries, we find, that 
Cefar had both Numidian and Cretan 
archers in his army, when he en- 
countered the Belge, in Gaul; and 
it is reafonable to fuppofe, that he 
alfo made ufe of them among his 
troops, when in Britain, about two 
years afterward, ) 

During the reigns which fucceeded 
that of Julius Cxfar, and when the 
Romans had iettled themfelves om this 
ifland, archers are frequently made 
mention of as part of their troops ; 
and it is probable, that the reinforce- 
ments often fent to the army in Bri- 
tain, included many archers, as they 
would be employed with advantage 
again‘t a people, to whom the ufe of 
the bow was not familiar. 

We may therefore conclude, from 

the authority of hiftory, that the Ro- 
mans introduced the bow into this 
. country ; and that they continued it 
in ufe to their final departure, about 
the year four hundred and forty- 
eight. 

In North Britain, the bow appears 
to have been known at leaft as early, 
as it was in the fouth; the works of 
Boethius and other hiftorians of that 
country feem thus to intimate. 


If the poems of Offian may be 
brought as evidence with refpeét to the 
ftate of archery in later times, we may 
perceive that they uniformly repre- 
fent the bow, as an attendam on the 
warrior and hunter. We learn alfo 
from fome pafiages in thefe poems, 
that the yew-tree was then employe 
to form the weapons ; ‘ Go to thy 
cave my love till eur batile ceafe on 
the ficld. Son of Leith, bring the 
bows of our fathers! the founding 
quiver of Morni! Let our three war- 
riors bend the yew.’ 

Immediately on the Britons find- 
ing themfelves deferted by the Ro- 
mans, they fought affiftance from the 
Saxons, againft their enemies the 
Scots; who haftening to their relief, 
entered this ifland with an army, 
about the year four hundred and forty- 
nine. Thefe people are faid to have 
ufed both the long and crofs bows, 
and we may therefore be led to con- 
clude, that archery was ftill cherifhed 
in this country by the new invaders. 

During the Saxon heptarchy, we 
find that Offrid, the fon of Edwin, 
king of Northumbria, was killed by 
an arrow, in a battle between the 
troops of that king and the united 
army of Mercians and Welfh, which 
was fought about the year fix hundred 
and thirty-three, near Hatfield in the 
Weft-riding of Yorkfhire. But ex- 
cept this fact, little relating to the 
bow appears in our annals of the 
Saxon vera. 

The Danes, as they arrived at a 
later period than the Saxons, come 
next under our review. ‘Theie war- 
like people were accuftomed to the 
ufe of archery in battle, and we find 
it often noticed in this period, by our 
early chronicle writers. About the 
year eight hundred and feventy, they 
became very formidable, and com- 
mitted great depredations on the in- 
habitants of Eatt Anglia. In one of 
their battles with the Eaft Angles, 
they overcame their enemies, and tools 

rifoner i.dmund, king of that part 
of the ifland, whom, after infulting 
with many indignities, they bound to 
Hhz a flake, 
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a ftake, for the Danifh archers and 
javelinmen to aim at; putting him to 
death by that cruel and ignominious 
expedient. 

During the reign of Alfred, it 
feems probable, that archery was 
much in ufe, both in the army of the 
Danes, and in that of Alfred. I am 
inclined to this opinion from a paflage 
in Afferius, who relates a. curious 
anecdote concerning our good king. 
Alfred took refuge from the perfecu- 
tion of the Danes, at a poor cottage, 
where he refided unknown to his be- 
nefactors, who little imagined their 
roof protected a royal gueit. It hap- 
pened one day, fays that writer, as 
the king fat by the fire preparing his 
“bow, arrows, and his other warlike 
inftruments,’ that the farmer’s wife 
had placed fome bread cakes upon the 
hearth to bake, fuppofing he would 
take care to turn them as they occa- 
fionally required. He, however, neg- 
le€ted to do fo ; and the poor woman, 
enraged to fee her cakes icorching by 
the heat, ran in hafte to fave them, 
and faid to the ftranger, * Thou fel- 
low! (as Speed tranflates it) doeft 
thou fee the bread burne before thy 
face, and will not turn it? And yet 
art thou glad to cat it before it be 
half baked?’ Bows and arrows are 
here called warlike inittruments, and 
we may with reafon prefume, there- 
fore, that they were ufed among the 
other weapons in baitle. Polydore 
Virgil confirms this fuppofition ; for 
{peaking of the troops of Ethelred, of 
which, part were commanded by his 
brother Alfred, he fays, a great num- 
ber of archers were placed in the 
right wing of the army. 

From this time tiil the zra of the 
Norman invafion, little occars with 
refpect to archery; but it is well 
known how fucceisfully it was intro- 
duced by William, at the battle of 
Haitings. 

Bows and arrows are fpoken of, at 
this fight, by ail our hiitorians: and 
te cataltrophe of the battle fully 
proves the advantage which the in- 
vaders derived from theie weapons, 

+) 


Many of our early writers neglect to 
particularize the kind of bow made 
ufe of by the Norman army, but 
John Rofs exprefsly fays, the long- 
bow was ufed. Mr. Barrington is of 
opinion, that the crofs-bow was the 
inftrument principally employed in 
the army of William, and the paflages 
which have occufred to my obferva- 
tion, feem to prove the truth of his 
conjecture. From fir John Haywara’s 
account of William; it feems almott 
certain, that he him(felf ufed the crofs- 
bow. 

No circumftance worthy of obferva- 
tion occurs in our hiflory, from the 
conqueft till the time of Henry the 
fecond, in whole reign, archery feems 
to have been firft carried into Ireland, 
by the troops of that king. Lord 
Lyttelton, in his hiflory of the life of 
Henry, fays, ‘ it is ftrange that the 
Inifh, who had much intercourfe with 
the Welth before Henry the fecond’s 
time, fhould not have learnt from that 
nation, who greatly excelled in arche- 
ry, that arrows were better weapons 
to annoy an enemy with than ftones, 
thrown by the hand without the help 
of flings, which, unlefs at a fmall 
diftance, could have little or no ef- 
fect.” The fame author obferves, that 
‘ from many inftances, in the courfe 
of thefe wars, (the wars of Henry 
with the Irifh) it appears, that the 
Englifh conquefis in Ireland, were 
principally owing to the ufe of the 
long-how in battle, which the Irith 
infantry wanted: and therefore Gi- 
raldus Cambrenfis, in his chapter en- 
titled, Qualiter Hibernica gens fit ex- 
pugnanda, advifes, that in all engage- 
ments with that people, archers thould 
be intermingled with the heavy-armed 
troors. 

To thew how worthy of imitation 
the Welfh were, at the time of Henry 
lf, in the ufe of the bow; I fhall re- 
late a few exploits performed by their 
archers, as they are reported by Gi- 
raldus Cambreniis. 

‘ There is a particulartribein Wales,’ 
fays this ancient writer, ‘ named the 
Venta; a people brave and warlike, 

and 
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and who far excel the other inhabi- 
tants of that country in the practice of 
archery. In fupport of this laft affer- 
tion, che following in“ance is record- 
ed. During a fiege, it happened, 
that two foldiers running in hatte to- 
ward a tower, fituated at a little dif- 
tance from them, were attacked with 
a number of arrows from the Welfh ; 
which being fhot with prod gious vio- 
lence, fome penetrated through the 
oak doors of a portal, although they 
were the breadth of four fingers in 
thicknefs. ‘The heads of thefe arrows 
were afterward driven out, and pre- 
ferved, in order to continue the re- 
membrar:te of fuch extraordinary force 
in fhooting with the bow. It hap- 
pened alfo in a battle, at the time of 
William de Breufa, (as he himfelf 
relates) that a Welfhman having di- 
rected an arrow at a horfe-foldier of 
his, who was clad in armour and had 
his leather coat under it; the arrow, 
befide piercing the man through the 
hip, ftruck alfo through the Taddle, 
and mortally wounded the horfe on 
which he fat. Another Welth foldier, 
having fhot an arrow at one of his 
horfemen, who was covered with 
ftrong armour in the fame manner as 
the beforementioned perion, the fhaft 
penetrated through his hip and fixed 
in the faddle: but what is moft re- 
markable, is, that as the horfeman 
drew his bridle afide in order to turn 
round, he received another arrow in 
his kip on the oppofite fide, which 
pafling through it, he was firmly 
fattened to the faddle on both fides.’ 
Nothing particularly applicable to 
the long-bow (for 1 do not mean that 
archery remains unnoticed) is to be 
found in cur early hiftorians, during 
the reigns immediately following, till 
that of Edward iI, in whofe time 
this weapon is fuppofed to have been 
much in ufe*. Mr. Barrington en- 
tertains this opinion very reafonably, 
from circumftances which occurred at 
the battle of Crecy. ‘The Arbalefts 
in the hands of the Genoefe were all 
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expofed to a violent ftorm, which 
happened juft before the battle com- 
menced. ‘his ftorm falling on the 
ftrings of their bows, relaxed them 
fo far, as to render them incapable 
of proper fervice ; while on the other 
hand, the Englifh bows were kept in 
their cafes during the rain, and were 
not injured. From hence, Mr. Bar- 
rington concludes, the Englifh ufed 
the l ng-bow, as that inftrument was 
ufually provided with a cafe, but the 
crofs-bow, being of fo inconvenient a 
fhape, could not be provided with 
fuch covering. Indeed, this latter 
kind of bow is not faid to have been 
even furnifhed with a cover, as far as 
I have been able to find. 

The battle of Crecy, as well as 
that of Poictiers, (where the archers 
poured forth their quivers in fuch 
bloody victories) intimates the bow to 
have been highly cultivated by the 
Englifh at thofe times; but it was 
found neceflary by Edward to enforce ‘ | 
the practice of archery during the 
peace which followed, as the foldiers 
rather attended to other amufements, 
than archery. 

During the reign of Richard LI, 
little is recorded with refpe& to the 
bow. We find, however, from Hol- 
linfkead, that a number of archers 
were fent at the requeft of the Ge- 
noefe, to aflift them againft the Sa- 
racens on the coaft of Barbary; and 
that they performed fome meritorious 
exploits with their long-bow. 

From a paflage in Stow, we find 
Richard II to have had a very nu- 
merous guard of archers; for in the 
year 1397, as one day the members 
were leaving the parliament houfe, ‘a 
great ftir was made as was ufual ; 
whereupon the king’s archers, in 
number four thoufand, compafied the 
parliament-houfe, thinking there had 
been fome broil, or fighting, with 
their bows bent, their arrows notched, 
and drawing, ready to fhoot, to the 
terror of all that were there: but the 
king coming pacified them.’ 





* I have not mentioned the death of William II, as it is uncertain whether the 


Long-bow or Arbaleft diicharged the arrow which proved fatal to him. 


The 
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The moft memorable circumftance 
with refpect to the bow, which oc- 
curred in the reign of Henry IV, was 
the victory gained over the Scots near 
Halidowne-hill, in the year 14023 
‘where,’ in the words of an old hifto- 
rian, ‘the lord Percies archers did 
withall deliver their deadly arrowes fo 
lively, fo couragioufly, fo grievoufly, 
that they ranne through the men of 
armes, bored the helmets, pierced 
their very {words, beat their lances to 
the earth, and eafily fhet thofe who 
were more flightly armed, through 
and through.’ ; 

The battle of Agincourt, whi¢h 
‘happened in the year 1415, under 
Henry V, is the next fignal victory 
afcribed to the Englifh archers, who 
deftroyed a great number of the French 
cavalry, by their yard-long arrows, 
This, indeed, feems the lait very im- 
portant action in which archery is 
much fpoken of; and although the 
ufe of it was continued through feveral 
fuceeeding reigns, it at length feems 
to have been cultivated more as an 
amufement, than for real military 
fervice *. 

The amufement was extremely 
fafhionable in the time of Henry VIII, 
and Hollinfhead reports, that that 
prince fhot as well as any of his 

ward. 


Edward VI, is faid, by Barrington, 
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to have been fond of the exercife of 


archery. 


Charles I, appears to have amufed 
himfelf in this way alfo, and is re- 
prefented in the frontifpiece of Mark- 
ham’s Art of Archery, (1634) in the 
attitude and drefs of a bowman. 

During the reigns of Charles II 
and James II, the amufement was 
continued, and the former fometimes 
attended at exhibitions of fhooting. 
The artillery company, or Finfbury 
archers, have furvived even to the 
prefent time; but except in that {o- 
ciety, the bow, till within thefe ten 
years, was very little known in the 
kingdom. At prefent, isleed, ar- 
chery gains favour, and many com- 
panies are formed, for the practice of 
that amufement +. 

The exact time in which the bow 
became difufed in war by the Englith 
army, perhaps, cannot be fixed. P. 
Daniel mentions, that arrows were 
fhot by the Englith at the Ifle of Rhé, 
in 1627. Mr. Grofe informs us, that 
in 1643, the earl of Effex iffued a 
precept ‘ for ftirring up all well-afiea- 
ed people by benevolence, toward the 
raifing of a company of archers for 
the fervice of the king (Charles I) 
and the parliament.” And ina pamph- 
let, fays the fame author, which was 
printed anno 1664, giving an account 
of the fuccefs of the marquis of Mon- 


* It is faid, that James I, of Scotland, during his long confinement in England, 





in the beginning of the fifteenth century, was fo ftruck with the fpirit and gallantry of 
the Englifh archers, that on returning to his own country, he eftablifhed royal com- 
panies of bowmen in different parts of his dominions. The art of fhooting with the 
bow, is at prefent regularly practifed, by numerous focieties ; and the Pepingoe is 
annually celebrated at Kilwinning, in the weft of Scotland, by the gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. The Pepingoe (or Popingay, a mark formed like a parrot) is pro- 
je&ted two or three fect from the top of the church fteeple, and they hoot at it pe:- 
pendicularly, refting their left foot on the baie of the tower. The royal company of 
archers, at Edinburgh, confiits of the principal nobility and gentry of that kingdom, 
to the number of eight or nine hundred members. Maitland, in his hiftory of Edin- 
burgh, informs us, that this fociety was founded about the year 1676; and that it 
was erected into a corporation by letters patent from queen Anne, dated the 31ft of 
December, 1713. 

+ Of thefe focieties, I believe the following are the principal: viz. The honourable 
Artillery Company, Royal Edinburgh, Toxophilite, Woodmen of Arden, Royal 
Kentith Bowmen, Royal Bri.ith Bowmen, Robin Hood Bowmen, Loyal Archers, 
Yorkthire Archers, Mainhault Forefters, Southampton Archers, Bowmen of Chiviot 
Chate, Kentith Rangers, Woodmen of Hornfey, Surry Bowmen, Bowmen of the 
—— Mercian Bowmen, Broughton Archers, Staffordthire Bowmen, Trent 

rchers. 


trofe 
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trofe againft the Scots, bowmen are 
repeatedly mentioned. One Neade, 
in the reign of Charles I, obtained a 
commiflion under the great feal, 
wherein, he and his fon, were em- 
powered to teach the combined ma- 
nagement of the pike and bow. A 
book entiled «The doubled armed 
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man,” fhewing the proper exercife and 
attitudes, was written and publifhed 
by William Neade, about the year 
1625. It contains nothing of confe- 
quence relating to archery, but we 
may judge that that art was not laid 
afide at this period. 


OrasMin ; or the Forty of Desponpency : 4 Oriental Fable. 
Concluded from page 169. 


CHAPTER WW. 


AS the adventurer flood defpond- 
ing at the entrance of the dettined 
road, and reclined his weary limbs 
againft an aged tree, all hopelefs of 
fhelter or repofe, his fpirits were re- 
vived by the voice of mirth, which 
ftole'in welcome melody on his ear. 
The pipe and the timbre! refounded 
through the air; and the viol with its 
thrilling ftrings. 

He turned him around to behold 
whence this approached, and beheld 
acompany of travellers on the road ; 
with fongs and fweet minitrelfey they 
gladdened the heart, and with flam- 
beaux illumined the way. Barefoot 
they walked, and humble was their 
attire; yet gladnefs feemed to fmile 
at their hearts. 

O;afmin joined them as they paffed, 
and enquired into the caufe of their 
nocturnal journey. 

‘We are peafants,’ replied they, 
‘on whom Alla has fmiled. We have 
reaped the harvefts of plenty from 
well cultured fields, and, blefied be 
heaven, have received the fwveet re- 
ward of our toils: and now, with the 
furplus of our refpettive ftores, we are 
hattening to a diilant fair, to fupply 
ourfelves with fuch neceffaries, as 
through the enfuing year, may be 
needful for our families or our 
farms.’ 

‘ And wherefore this mufic,’ de- 
mands Orafmin, ‘and this mirth; as 
though the feftival of our prophet 
were at hand !’ 

§ The feftival of the prophet,’ faid 


an elderly peafant, with a fmile, ¢ is 
the day on which his people are bleft. 
Ours has been a feliivalall the year.’ 

‘Your farms then have been par- 
ticularly profitable this year,’ rejoined 
Orafmin. 

‘ As for that,’ replied the ruftic, 
« they have béen much as ufual; and 
we are thankful to Alla, they have 
been no worfe. Induftrious perfeve- 
rance procures us the comforts of life 5 
and fhall not our hearts be grateful 
for the ftrength and the fucceis, and 
fpeak in joyous fongs its contentment 
and its blifs? The cheerfulnefs that 
affifts us to perform our talk, is there- 
fore doubled when the tatk is<lone.’ 

Orafmin was furprifed at the words 
of the ruitic fage ; and concluded that 
felicity might be the lot of man. But 
he repined that he was removed from 
the humble vale, in which this feli- 
city might be attained ; forgetful that 
happinefs depends not upon the ftate 
of life in which we are placed, but in 
the difpofition we have to enjoy. 

While Orafmin was wrapped in 
gloomy meditation, the travellers 
haftened cheerfully along, marvelling 
at the dejeftion and auxiety of ins 
mind, which the {piendour of his gar- 
ments could not conceal. Meanwhile 
he reclined upon a mofly bank, be- 
neath the fheiter of thick-fpreading 
trees, and, as the travellers quickly 
vanifhed from his purfuing fight, his 
heart, which revolted from the cheer- 
ful icene, perfuaded him it was a 
phantom of the brain. 

In the midi of his reflections he 
was overtaken by flumber; and bufy 
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248 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


fancy revived his expiring hepes. 
‘The caftle of Aladin rofe confpicuous 
to his view, and the figh of the bloom 
ing houric vibrated on his enamoured 
ear. He awakened the bugle that 
fummoned forth the champions of en- 
chantment; and. fame clapped her 
founding pinions over his valiant 
head, as his fword laid his foes in the 
duit. Aladin at length fell the vic- 
tim of his wrath, the enchantment 
was at once diffolved, and the open- 
ing gates of the late hoftile caitle, re- 
ceived the glowing victor in peace. 

Now fofter was the fcene that glad- 
dened his heart, and ftirred up the 
fpirit of love. The timbrel and pipe 
played the meafures of joy, and the 
Iute melted foftly through the domes, 
while fportive genii fluttered over his 
head, and miniftered to his wifhes and 
delights. ‘They ftripped the blood- 
flained garments from his manly limbs, 
and arrayed them in the bridal robe ; 
and breathing rich fragrance over his 
foftened mien, conducted him to the 
bower of his hopes; where nymphs 
of radiant forms tripped in meafures 
of delight, and the walls loud-re- 
founded the hymeneal fong. But far 
above the reft, exalted by her charms, 
fhone the hourie of immortal race ; 
and the talifman of felicity foft-heav- 
ing with her fnowy breait, hung con- 
fpicuous by a golden ftring. 

Orafmin fprung forward to ftrain 
her to his heart, and awaked with 
the fond embrace. 

*« And art thou gone, fleeting vifion 
of long-promifed joy? Art thou fled 
from my deluded arms? But my ef- 
forts fhall overtake thee ere the clofe 
of day, and feize thee with a ftronger 
hold.’ 

He faid, and arifine vigorous with 
the hope, proceeded on his dettined 
way; while brightly fhone the fun 
from his eaftern throne, and cheerful 
was the rural fcene. 

As expatiating on profpects of fu- 
ture blifs, the adventurer was hatien- 
ing along, he was met onthe road by 
an aged dame, who greeted him with 
fair-iceming fpeech. 

I 


The furrows of experience feemed 
imprinted on her brow ; reverend, over 
her forehead, ftrayed her filver locks ; 
and her fleps were fupported by an 


‘ebon ftaff. 


‘ Favoured of heaven,’ faid the 
beldam, as fhe advanced, ¢ the ob- 
jects of thy purfuits are known, ard 
regarded with friendly wifhes by the 
reclufe of the winding cell. By lonely 
meditation, I have gained wifdom and 
foreknowled-e; and difcovered by 
my a:t the fecret of thy approach, the 
purpofe of thy adventure, and the 
impediments that thwart thy way; 
and if thou wilt liften to the counfel 
devoted to thy fervice, thofe impedi- 
ments may be all removed. 

* True, if ftill thou advanceft along 
this level road, the cattle of Aladin 
may at length be gained, and the 
hourie be obtained. But tedious is 
the lingering path, and danger lurks 
along the ambufhed way. ‘Turn then 
with me to my fecret cave, and its 
labyrinths fhall guide thee by a fhorter 
route.’ 

Thus fpeaking, fhe pointed to her 
neighbouring cell, and conducted the 
adventurer through its low-bowed 
arch ; while his bofom bounded high 
at the promifed boon, and his im- 
patient temper exulted in the hoped- 
tor fhortening of his toils. 

But fullen and dark was the rugged 
labyrinth he trod, and doubtful to the 
timid foot: fave at times, when the 
beldam, from her filver locks, fhook 
thick the glow-worm fparks of fire. 

Her voice, to allure him through 
the painful path, thus piqued the 
haughty courage of his foul. 

€ What, faints then Orafmin in this 
dark retreat? Dies his courage in the 
fullen gloom? Is the long lightfome 
path through the beaten road, to be 
preferred to fhort-during toil? If fo, 
let the fnail, crawling cautious in the 
daft, be preferred to the eagle, who 
foars, with ardent plume, through 
the radiant fky. 

‘Sichs not the blooming heurie, 
locked in magic chains? Shall the 
lover then not fly to her redrefs ? The 
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fhorieft and the fwifteft, is the eafieft 
track, and the brighteft to the ena- 
moured eye.’ 

The foul of the adventurer was 
roufed. Eager he purfued her, with 
ftill quickening ‘fteps, low downward 
through the winding pit, and again 
upward toiled by an afcending path 
that feemed to open the wiihed-for 
day. 

Like a flar feen at diftance through 
the hazy fky, feemed the light through 
the long, long cave; and Orafmin 
fondly hailed it as the flar of hope, 
and exulted as the ray enlarged, which 
fancy depictured as the end of his 
toils, and the gate of the enchanted 
caftle. 


CHAPTER V. 


How weak are the murmurs of in- 
confiderate man, who. charges upon 
Providence his misfortunes and his 
woes! and how oft might we avoid 
the calamities we endure, if we thwart- 
ed not the divine will! 

The finger of nature has plainly 
pointed out the fimple path we fhould 
tread: and though mountains at times 
may weary us with their height, and 
brambles may perplex the way, yet 
the frefh-watered, vale often burits 
upon our fight, and the floweret 
fweetly fmiles to the feaited fenfe. 
Nor if long prove the journey to the 
realm of promifed bli's fhould thank- 
lefs man repine; for if hope be com- 
panion of the needful way, enjov- 
ment comes to meet us when the pur- 
fuit begins, and gives the lively fore- 
tafte of our wifh. But man, oft im- 
patient of the growing bounty, feeks 
to feize it ere it is yet mature, then 
repines becaufe it withers in his fpoil- 
ing hand. 

Such was the fate cf Orafimin, the 

mpatient and the fullen, wno quitting 
the plain path directed by heaven, 
wandered through gloomy mazes with 
an illufive guide, who hurried him to 
ruin and to death } and to death mutt 
he fink down the hideous chafin, if 
unwarned by fome friendly voice ; for 


full fifty~ fathoms yawns the cavern 
below, at whofe brink his heedlefs feet 
are arrived ; and torments, and hor- 
rors, wait expectant of their prey. 

But the groan of fuffering victims 
from the hideous gulph, ftruck the ear 
of the appalled Oraimin. He paufed 
at the found, fufpicious of fraud ; and 
his mind darkly ruminated on the 
error into which he had ftrayed. 

« And is this the cheerful path, 
mighty prophet!’ he exclaimed, 
‘ through which I was inftructed to 
pafs? Be affiftant, O Alla! and ref- 
cue me from this danger.’ 

While thus he ftood paufing on the 
brink of ruin, the beldam thirfting 
eager for her prey, turned furioully 
round, and catching his arm, would 
have precipitated him headlong down. 
But he drew forth his fword, and, 
with determined arm, ftruck furioufl 
on her treacherous head. She funk 
to perdition, with a thundering yell, 
and the cavern, wide rent by the 
awful noife, let in the enfeebled light 
of day, and the horrors of the fcene 
were revealed, where low, at the 
bottom of the yawning deep, were 
beheld the diminifhed forms of the 
victims of felf-willed error, emaciate 
and fupine on the flimy earth, with 
ferpents and moniters entwining their 
limbs, and breathing bloating poifon 
on their lips. 

Confpicuous over the reft appeared 
the new-fallen demon, gnafhing with 
torture her iron teeth, and breathing 
forth her infernal foul in volumes of 
peftiferous breath. 

Oraimin trembled at the horrors he 
had efcaped, and would have trod 
back the labyrinth he had traced: 
but intricate and dark was the length- 
ened way, and his mind mutt have 
been bewildered in the rafh attempt. 
The diftant opening before him affords 
the only hope ; and wide yawns the 
chafm between; but refolute and eager, 
he calls on the name of the prophet, 
and vaults acrofs the dangerous gap. 
Then, haltening his pace, he pafles 
through the gloomy cave, and iffues 
from the dark recefs. 
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But the caftle of Aladin appeared 
not to his view, nor beaten track chat 
might direct his fteps. Inflead of 
thefe, he was furrounded by a rude 
foreit’s fullen gloom, whofe foliage 
fearce was pervious to the noontide 
ray, and whofe thick-entangling copfe 
covered the luxuriant ground. 

__ The fword frefhly reeking with the 
beldam’s blood, was ftiil naked in 
the adventurer’s hand; and turning 
to the right with repeated ftrokes, he 
began to hew himfelf a paffage, in 
the feeble hope, that ere night he 
might regain the road. But delufive 
was the hope; for his ftrength was 
{pent ere the clofe of the evening had 
arrived, or the profpect appeared to 
his impatient eyes, where the bounda- 
ries of the forelt were prefcribed. 

Wrapped in his cloak, in a hollow 
cave, he pafled the troubled night of 
fear; and languid he arofe with the 
morning beam, to renew, not his 
hopes, but his toils. He continued 
to prefs forward in the fame direétion 
as on the preceding day, and ere the 
blaze of noon, when his ftrength again 
began to faint, he was revived by the 
profpect of the open road. 

With quickening pace he advanced 
through the intervening copfe, and 
Lailed his deliverance from the favage 
wildernefs. But gloomy rage was 
mixed with the bitternefs of {eif-re- 
proach, and the good fortune of his 
efcape wa; forgotter, or unenjoyed, 
when, looking around, he found him- 
felf at the fpot fiom which he ha 
deviated on the preceding morn. 

‘How oft,’ he exclaimed, *¢ has 
difappointment and error thwarted 
and detained me in this fond purfuit. 
The demons of hell conipire againft 
my hopes, and blait the eager withes 
of my foul; while, day after day, I 
renew my purfuit; and yet all is to 
begin aga'n. Cheerlefs is the fate 

of Orafmia the accurft, and his hopes 
and his defires are but the torments 
of his foul. 

‘Yet once again, and no more, 
fhall the eifort be iried ; if happily the 
morrow may seveal the enchanted 
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cafile. Tremble then, Aladin, at the 
fury of my arm, for the hourie, and 
the talifman, may yet be mine: if 
not, hail dark refuge of defpair.’ 

He faid, and advancing along the 
late-forfaken road, travelled onward 
till the clofe of day; when arriving 
at the threfhold of a humble cottage, 
he knocked, and was welcomed to the 
homely repait, and the refrefhment of 
fecure repole. 


CHAPTER Vi 


Tue ftrength of Orafmin being 
reftored under the hofpitable roof, he 
renewed his journey with the rifing 
fun ; and ere the vigour of the day was 
yet exhaufted, he arrived at a fiately 
caitle, which in fancy he hailed as 
the refidence of Aladin; the prifon 
of the beauteous hourie deftined to 
his arms ; the rude cafket of the talif- 
man of felicity he fo long had fought. 

He feized the fonorous bugle that 
hung at the outer gate, and {welling 
it with a furious blaft, challenged the 
impious champion to the fight. 

The draw-bridge fell inftantly 
down. An enormous magician, drawn 
by two flaming dragons, came rufh- 
ing from the portals, in his iron car, 
hizh brandifhing his maffive club. 

But the hovrie, and the talifman 
{vemed prefent to his fight, and the 
foul of the champion was undaunted. 
His guardian fhield he fupported cau- 
tious over his head, and his fword, of 
ethereal temper, he drew from its 
fhining fcabbard; while the giant 
failed with impotent contempt. 

Furious was the combat ; but its 
duration was fhort, for the fword of 
ethereal temper prevailed. Over the 
edvc of the bone which connetted the 
lower limbs of the necromancer, and 
formed the bafis of the enormous 
trunk, deep into the bowels entered 
the rending fteel, and pierced the 
groaning monfter with a mortal 
wound. His enormous guards belch- 
ed forth fire in vain, and threatened 
with their fcaly crefls. Shorn to the 
trunk, they fell expiring at the vic- 

tor’s 


ee ee, ee ee eee. 2 Se 





t the 
and 


te 


the 
yard 
ing 
ge, 
the 
it of 


ing 
he 
ng 


vas 


7s wy 








FOR APRIL, 1792. . ost 


tor’s feet, and deluged the turf with 
blood. 

The exulting conqueror now ex- 

efted the utmoft gratification of his 
defires—the talifman of felicity, and 
the nymph with immortal charms ; 
and, with a vittor’s voice, he de- 
manded the place where the captive 
and her dower were contained. 

«Not here,’ exclaimed the expiring 
magician, and triumphed in his dif- 
appointment—‘ not here fhall the 
prize be found. ‘This is not the pri 
fon where the hourie groans, nor is 
Aladin the foe you have overthrown. 
Still furvives the prince of masic to 
laugh at the vain maice of thy foul. 
Go then, and pe.iih by thy pre- 
fumptuous folly, and the ‘oul of Oruf- 
mundi thall be rev enged 

Kage and gloomy defpondency 
fhared the foul of Crafmin, and in 
the tumult of paflion, hy blaiphemed 
the Prophet and his God. 

Nor, as his wrath fubfided, did 
reafon refume its fay; for, yielding 
to de‘pair, he recalled the gloomy 
leffons of the derviie to his mind, 
and, mufing, flowly loitered on till 
the fun began to wane in the 
welt. 

He paulod with a deep-drawn figh, 
and cait his glaring eyes around. 
The gloomy fceue accorded with his 
dreary mind; and wearied by the 
toils and difficulties ne had encounter- 
ed, and difguited by the frequent dif 
appointments of his hopes, prone on 
the earth, he threw himielf beneath 
the fhade of a fpreading cyprefs, and 
relinquithed for ever the puriuit. 

A icanty rivulet murmured at his 
feet, whofe mazy courfe was concealed 
by the gloom of furrounding foliage ; 
the interfecting {prays created an ar- 
tificial night; the bird of eve moaned 
in the fhady retreat; dark defpond- 
ency fighed through all the fombre 
fcene. 

The fadnefs of the furrounding ob- 
je&s was contraited by the gaiety of 
the dilant profpect; for through a 
{mall avenue between the trees, the 
Vallies and diftant hills {miled with a 


? 


ayer verdure, and the varied land- 
{cape glowed with the defcending 
fun. 

«But turn, O my foul!’ exclaimed 
the difguited Orafmin, ‘ turn from the 
delufive fcene: let the philofophy of 
experience compofe my wearied {pi- 
rits, and teach me to defpife the idle. 
van.ty of hope.’ 

He clofed his weary eyes with the 
gloomy fentence, and fain would have 
fhut out the remembrance of the patt, 
together with the allurements of the 
diltanc {cene. ; 

\s thus he was endeavouring to 
banifh refletion, he found himfelf, 
on a fuddea, trantported to the gloomy 
fpot, where he had left the defpond- 
ing dervife, to retrace the devious 
way; and, looking around, he be- 
held the venerable fage approaching. 
Still more awful was the melancholy 
of his look and mien; and the im- 
preflions of veneration, infpired by 
the thajefiic feverity of his deport- 
ment, were heightened by the addi- 
tional appearance of two fable wings, 
over-{hadowing his fhoulders, and 
caiting a dark hue around. A glafe 
of turbid liquid, and an ebon wand, 
were fupported in his adverfe hands. 

« Mortal! thou beholdeft me now 
in my proper character,’ exclaimed 
the venerable genius to Orafimin, 
the offspring of melancholy experi- 
ence, and the genius, or inftru¢tor of 
all terreftrial wifdom. It is by me 
that the mafk of enthufiaftic delufion 
is iripped from the vanity of fallaci- 
ous hope. it is ], who, when attended 
by the experienced pupil, impede the 
cildirg rays of deceitful light, and 
reveal to the eyes of the philofophic 
face, the alluring objects of this flat- 
ter u¢ world, in their proper fhadews 
of wearinc{3 and difguit. 

‘ Say, has not experience enforced 
the former Ieffons of thefe lips? Re- 
penteft not thou the efforts, which 
have wafted thy youthful ftrength ? 

« Be wife then, O mortal! and be’ 
deluded no more. Fly the idle vanity 
of deception and error. ‘Torment 
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ertions, nor fatigue thyfelf in queft of 
that rumoured felicity, which fate 
has forbidden to the race of man. 
Since the vifions of hope end but in 
the perturbations of di‘appoinment, 
it is time thy eyes were opened to 
the light of truth. 

« Drink then of the cup which my 
friendfhip has prepared, and thofe 
perturbations fhall be felt no more. 
No more fhall thy imagination be 
cheated by the illufions of hope ; nor 
fhall the vanity of expectation expofe 
thee to difappointment.’ 

The genius then prefented the 
goblet to Orafinin, who fwallowed, 
with melancholy deliberation, the fa- 
tal draught. 

Inftant were the effects of the be- 
numbing poifon. ‘The cheerlefs icene 
aflumed a ftill more gloomy afpect ; 
the verdure of the impervious foreft 
faddened in his view; the herbage 
withered; the perpendicular rocks 
frowned with a darker horror, and 
the lowering fky was involved in ga- 
thering mitts. 

The frame of Orafmin fympathized 
with the change: the itrength and 
vigour of his limbs relaxed; the rofe 
of health faded from his youthful 
cheek ; and loft to his languid fenfes 
were the powers and perceptions of 
delight. Anxiety and janguor fhared 
the dominion of !:is mind; and though 
his fickening foul ioathed every fur- 
rounding olyeci, he had neither mo- 
tive nor inclination to quit the dread- 
ful {cene. 


CHAPTER Vi. 


Tuus, exanimate by the deadly 
potion, lay Orafmin on the earth, 
refigned to the domisioa of defpair, 
when a fudden radiance illumined the 
retreat; the fcene where he had re- 
Clined himfelf was reitored to his 
view, and a genius of mere benig- 
nant appearance fhone con{picuous 
before him. In the radiant vifion, 
he initantly recognized the celeitial 
mefienger who had firft prompted, 
and who had ftimulated hjs_ purfuit. 
But the gloomy poifon had annihi- 


lated the fpring of his mind, and he 
recognifed him without pleafure or 
emotjon. 

‘Rath victim of defpondency !? 
faid the celeftial meflenger, with a 
frown, ‘ behold what thy folly has 
performed. 

‘ Had not thy degenerate mind 
funk in the hour of trial, lo! the 
hourie, and the talifman were at hand, 
Lo! the caflle of Aladin, the deftined 
boundary of thy toils ; and the nymph 
with immortal charms tighs, expect- 
ing thee in vain.’ 

O.aimin looked fteadily through 
the avenue of the grove; and faw the 
caftle, folong fought, at hand. 

‘ Thus,’ continued the genius, ¢ had 
thy toils been crowned, hadft thou 
rejected the fatal cup. But now hope | 
and bo:d exertion are no more. 

‘ What deemeft thou, vain man! 
is the bleffing not worth the price? 
Is not the enjoyment increafed by the 
labour wherewith it is attained? Shall 
fhort-fighted man arraign the conduct 
of Omnipotence—or deem that mifery 
is the lot of humanity, becaufe, wan- 
dering, rebellious, from the path pre- 
{cribed, he fhuns the bounteous bleff- 
ings he might have clafped, or too 
pu:blind to penetrate the defigns of 
providence, he {ees not the means by 
which felicity is to be fecured? 

‘Say, which of the difafters into 
which thou haft been plunged, has 
not been the felf-willed confequence 
of thy difobedience and folly ? Thy 
path to thy wifhes had been cheerful 
and fhort, hadit thou followed by the 
courfe prefcribed; but fuch is ever 
the fate of the prefumptuous man, 
who would be wifer than Omni‘cience 
itfelf, and, in the pride of human 
confidence, neglects the diretions of 
celefiial wifdom. 

‘ The magician that fell by thy 
hand, was he not the general enemy 
of mankind? And, if thou repinett 
that thy felicity was awhile fufpended, 
that the great ends of benevolence 
might be advanced, know that even 
thy own happinefs demanded of thy 
hand, that the oppreflor fhould firit 
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be flain. Thy rival was the monfter, 
and the barrier of thy blifs: and his 
minifters had conveyed away the fair- 
one and her dower, had he lived tll 
thy nuptial day. 

-€ Behold, then, how unfounded 
were the murmurs of thy difcontent ! 
and how idly haft thow refigned to 
irrevocable deipair! But the fatal 


. draught has infe¢éted thy frame ; and 


in vain the golden prize is lodged 
within thy reach, for the vigour of 
exertion is no more. 

‘ Drag on, as thou canft, the wretch- 
ed remnant of thy exiitence, hopelefs, 
and a prey to remorfe. And when 
defpondence fhall fink thee to an carly 
grave, confefs, with unwilliag lips, 
the juitice of Alla, and own that by 
thy own weaknefs, and not the ma- 
lignancy of thy fate, the talifman of 
felicity is withheld” 

Repentant horror thrilled the veins 
of Orafmin, and with painful emo- 
tion he awaked from the prophetic 


fieep. 





FOR APRIL, 1792. 


253 


But the vifion was too fatally ful” 
filled. The fun had defcended beiow 
the weftern horizon, and the damps 
of the evening had .unnerved his 
carelefs limbs. His feet, when he 
would have rifen, refufed to fupport 
his we'ght ; and he funk, helplefs, by 
the fide of the ftream, unable to reach 
the caftle, which was in reality in 
view, or to remove himfelf from the 
noxious glade. 

‘ Such,’ fays the recording fage, 
‘is the folly of that pretended wif- 
dom, which would involve in cheerlefs 
gloom the human mind. By fruitlefs 
repining we are prevented from mak- 
ing the exertions efiential to fuccefs 
and, by difcarding hope, we realize 
the idle vifions of defpair. 

Go then, ye youthful candidates 
for the palm of blifs! purfue, with 
unabated ardour, the objects of your 
virtuous defires. Know that Hope is 
the bloomjng hourie the adventurer 
fhould wed, and that the talifman of 
felicity is to be found in her arms. 






Memoirs of the LiFe of Epnwarp CHRISTIAN DE 


Kieist, the celebrated Military Poet of Germany. 


Dwarp CuristTian de Kveist, 

a famous German poet, and 

a foldier of diftinguithed bravery, was 
born at Zeblin, in Pomerania, in 
1715. At nine years of age he was 
fent to purfue his itudies at Cron, in 
Poland: and he afterward ftudied at 
Dantzick and Koningfberg, Having 
finithed his ftudies, he went to vifit 
his relations in Denmark, who invited 
him to ‘iettle there; and having in 
vain endeavoured to obtain prefer- 
ment in the law, at twenty-one years 
of age he accepted of a poit in the Da- 
nifh army.’ He then applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of all the fciences that have 
a relation to military afiairs, with the 
fame affiduity as he had before ftudied 
civil law. 
of the reign of Frederic III, 


in 1740, at the beginning 
ing of 
Pruffia, Mr. de Kleiit went to Berlin, 
and was prefented to his majefly, who 
made him lieutenant of his brother 


prince Henry’s regiment ; and he was 
in all the campaigns which diftinguifh- 
ed the five firft years of the king of 
Pruffia’s reign. In 1749, he obtained 
the poft of captain ; and in that year 
publithed his excellent poem on the 
Spring. Before the breaking out of 
the laft war, the king chofe him, with 
fome other officers at Potfdam, com- 
panion to the young prince Frederic 
William of Pruffia, and to eat at his 
tab.e. In the firft campaign, in 1756, 
he was nominated major of Haufen’s 
regiment ; which being in garrifon at 
Leipfic, he had time to finith feveral 
new poems. After the battle of 
Rofbach, the king gave him, by an 
order in his own hand-writing, the 
infpection of the great hofpital efta- 
blifhed at Leipfic. And on this oc- 
cation has humanity was celebrated by 
the fick and wounded of both parties, 
and his difintereftednefs was equaliy 
adinired 
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admired by all the inhabitants of that 
city. In 1758, prince Henry coming 
to Leipfic, Mr. Kleilt defired to ferve 
in his army with the regiment of 
Hanfen, which was readily granted. 
Opportunities of difinguifhing him- 
felf could not be wanting under that 
great officer, and he always commu- 
nicated his courage to the battalion 
under his command. He alfo ferved 
that prince at the beginning of the 
campaign of 1759, when he was with 
him in Franconia, and in all the ex- 
peditions of that army, till he was 
detached with the troops under gene- 
ral de Fink, to join the king’s army. 
On the 12th of Auguit, was fougit 
the bloody battle of Kunerfdorf, in 
which he icll. He attacked the flank 
of the Ruffians, and aflifted in gaining 
three batteries. In thefe biocdy at- 
tacks he received twelve con:utions ; 
and the two firft fingers of his right 
hand being wounded, he was forced 
to hold his {word in the left. His 
poit of major obliged him to remain 
behind the ranks; but he no fooner 
perceived the commander of the bat- 
talion wounded and carried away, 
than he initantly put himfelf at the 
head of his troop. He led inis baita- 
lion in the midit of the terrible fre of 
the enemy’s artillery, againft the 
fourth battery. He called up the co- 
lours of the regiment; and, taking 
an enfign by the arm, led him on. 
Here he received a ball in his left 
arm; when, being no longer able to 
hold his fiverd in his left hand, he 
took it again in the right, and held it 
with the two lait fingers and his thumb. 
He full puthed forward, and was 
within thirty fteps of the battery, 
when his right leg was fhattered by 
the wadding of one of the ¢reat guns ; 
and he feil from his horfe, crying to 





his men, ‘ My boys, do not abandon 
your king.’ By the afliftance of thofe 
who furrounded him, he endeavoured 
twice to remount his horfe; but his 
ftrength forfook him, and he fainted. 
He was then carried behind the line ; 
where a furgeon, attempting to drefs 
his wounds, was fhot dead. ‘The 
Coffacs arriving foon after, ftripped 
Mr. de Kleift naked, and threw him 
into a miry place ; where fome Ruiflian 
huffars found him in the night, and 
laid him upon fome ftraw near the 
fire of te grand guard, covered him 
with a clodk, put a hat on his head, 
and gave him. fome bread and water. 
In the morning, one of them offered 
him a piece of filver, which he re- 
fufed ; on which he toffed it upon the 
cloak that covered him, and then de- 
parted with his companions. Soon 
after the Coffacs returned, and took 
all that the generous huflars had given 
him. .Thus he again lay naked on 
the earth; and in that cruel fituation 
continued till noon, when he was 
known by a. Ruffian oificer, who 
caufed him to be conveyed ina wag- 
gon to Frankfort on the Oder; where 
he arrived in the evening, in a very 
weak flate, and was inflantly put into 
the hands of the furgeons. But the 
fractured bones feparating, broke an 
artery, and he died by the lofs of 
blood. The city of Frankfort being 
then in the hands of the enemy, 
they buried this Pruffian hero with all 
military honours: the governor, a 
great number of the Rufiian officers, 
the magiftrates of the city, with the 
profefiors and the ftudents, formed 
the proceilion, preceded by the fu- 
neral mufic. Mr. de Kleiit’s poems, 
which are greatly admired, are ele- 
gantly printed in the German tongue, 
in two volumes Svo. 


ANECDOTES of exemplary INTEGRITY. 


Bete aie the fevera! virtues of 
Ariilides, that for which he was 
moft renowned was juftice; becaufe 
this virtue is of moft general ufe, its 
benefits extending to a great number 


of perfons, as it is the foundation, 
and in a manner the foul, of every 
public office and employment. Heuce 
it was that Ariftides, though in low 
circum!ances, and of mean extration, 

obtained 
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wbtained the glorious furname of the 
Juft; a title, fays Plutarch, truly 
divine: but of which princes are {el- 
dom ambitious, becauie generally ig- 
norant of its beauty and excellency. 
They choefe rather to be called the 
conquerors of cities and the thunder- 
bolts of war, preferring the vain ho- 
nour of pompous titles, which con- 
vey no other idea than violence and 
flaughter, to the folid glory of thofe 
exprefiive of goodnefs and virtue. 
How much Arittides deferved the title 

given him, will appear in the follow- 
ing infances; though it ought to be 
oblerved, chat he acquired it not by 
one or two particular actions, but by 
the whole tenor of his conduct. 

Themitlocles having conceived the 
defign of fupplanting: “the Lacedemo- 
nians, and of taking the government 
of Greece out of their hands, i in order 
to put it into thofe of the Athenians, 
kept his eye and his thoughts con- 
tinually fixed upon that great project ; 
and as he was not very nice or fcrupu- 
lous in the choice of his meafures, 
whatever tended toward the accom- 
plithing of the end he had in view he 
looked upon as juft and lawful. 

On a certain day then he declared 
in a full - embly of the people, that 
he had a very important defign to pro- 
pofe; but that he could not commu- 
nicate it to the people, becaufe its 
faccefs required it thould be carried on 
with the greateft fecrecy : he therefore 
defired they would appoint a perfon to 
whom he might explain himfelf upon 
the matter in queflion. Ariftides was 
unanimoufly fixed upon by the whole 
affembly, who referred themfelves en- 
tirely to his opinion of the affair; fo 
great a confidence had they both in 
his probity and prudence. Themiilo- 
cles, therefore, having taken him 

afide, told him that the defen he had 
conceived was to burn the fleet be- 
longing to the reft of the Gre cian 
flates, which then lay in a neighbour- 
ing port ; and by this means Athens 
would certa nly become miftrels of al 
Greece. Ariftides hereupon returied 
to the aflemb! y, and only declared to 
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them, that indeed nothing could be 
more advantageous to the common- 
wealth than Themiitocles’ project, but 
that at the fame time nothing in the 
world could be more unjuit. All the 
people unanimouily ordained that 
‘Themiftocles fhould entirely defitt 
from his projea. 
There is not perhaps in all hifory 
a fact more worthy of admiration than 
this. Itis nota company of philofo- 
phers (*0 whom it coils nothing to 
eftablith fine maxims and fublime no- 
tions of morality in the fchool) who 
determine on this occafion that the 
confideration of profit and advantage 
ought never to prevail in preference 
to what is honelt and juft; but the 
whole people who are highly interefted 
in the propofal made to them, that 
are convinced it is of the greateft im- 
portance to the welfare of the ftate, 
and who, however, rejeét it with 
unanimous confent, and without a 
moment’s helitation ; and for this only 
reafon, that it is contrary to juftice. 
How black and perfidious, on the 
other hand, was the defgn which 
Themiftocles propofed to ‘them, of 
burning the fleet of their Grecian con- 
federates at a time of entire peace, 
folely to aggrandize “ power of the 
Athenians! Had he a hundred times 
the merit afcribed to him, this fingle 
action would be fufficient to fully all 
his glory ; for it is the heart, that is 
to fay, integrity and probity, which 
conititutes and diilinguifhes true 
merit. 
f Greece having 
the Athenians, 
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mind, as to difcharge faithfully an 
employment of fo delicate and danger- 
ous a kind, the due adminifration of 
which fo nearly concerned the public 
welfare. All the allies cait their eyes 
on Ariftides; accordingly they in- 
veited him with full powers, and ap- 
pointed him to levy a tax on each of 
them, relying entirely on his wifdom 
and juftice. The citizens had no 
caufe to repent their choice. He 
prefided over the treafury with’ the 
fidelity and difintereftednefs of a man 
who looks upon it as a capital crime 
to embezzle the fmalleit portion of 
another’s pofleflions, with the care and 
activity of a father of a family in the 
management of his own eftate, and 
with the caution and integrity of a 
perfon who confiders the public mo- 
nies as facred. In fine, he fucceeded 
in what is equally difficult and extra- 
ordinary, viz. to acquire the love of 
all in an office in which he who efcapes 
the public odium gains a great point. 
Such is the glorious charaéter which 
Seneca gives of a perfon charged with 
an employment of almoft the fame 
kind, and the nobleft eulogium that 
can be given to fuch as adminifter 
public revenues. It is the exact pic- 
ture of Ariftides. He difcovered fo 
much probity and wifdom in the ex- 
ercife of this office, that no man com- 
plained; and thofe times were con- 
fidered ever after as the golden age ; 
that is, the period in which Greece 
had attained its higheft pitch of virtue 
and happinefs. 

While he was treafurer-general of 
the republic, he made it appear that 
his predeceffors in that office had 
cheated the flate of vaft fums of mo- 
ney, and among the reft Themiftocles 
in particular; for this great man, 
with all his merit, was not irre- 
proachable on that head; for which 
reafon, when Ariilides came to pais 
his account, Themiftocles raifed a 
mighty faction againit him, accufed 
him of havitg embezzled the public 
treafure, and prevailed fo far as to 
have him condemned and fincd. But 
the principal inhabitants, and the mot 
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virtuous part of the citizens, rifing ap 
againit fo unjuft a fentence, not only 
the judgment was reveried and the 
fine remitted, but he was elected 
treafurer again for the year enfuing. 
He then feemed to repent of his tormer 
adminiitration ; and by fhowing him- 
felf more traétable and indulgent to- 
ward others, he found out the fecret 
of pleafing all that plundered the com- 
monwealth: for as he neither re- 
proved them nor narrowly infpected 
their accounts, all thefe plunderers, 
grown fat with fpoil and rapine, now 
extolled Ariftides to the fkies. It 
would have been eafy for him, as we 
perceive, to have enriched himfelf in 
a pot of that nature, which feems, as 
it were, to invite a man to it by the 
many favourable opportunities it lays 
in his way ; efpecially as he had to do 
with officers, who for their part were 
intent upon nothing but robbing the 
public, and would have been ready to 
conceal the frauds of the treafurer 
their mafter upon condition he did 
them the fame favour. Thefe very 
officers now made intereft with the 
people to have him continued a third 
year in the fame employment: but 
when the time of election was come, 
juft as they were on the point of eleét- 
ing Ariftides unanimouily, he rofe 
up, and warmly reproved the Athenian 
people: ‘What (fays he) when I 
managed your treafure with all the 
fidelity and diligence an honeft man is 
capable of, I met with the moft cruel 
treatment, and the moft, mortifying 
returns; and now that J have aban- 
doned it to the meicy of the‘ robbers 
of the republic, | am an admirab'e 
man and the beft of citizens! F can- 
not help dec'aring to you, that | am 
move athamed of the honour you do 
me this day, than I was of the con- 
demnation you pafied again me this 
time twelve-month; and with grief I 
find that it is more glorious with us 
to be complaifant to knaves than to 
fave the treafures of the republic.’ 
By this declaration he filenced the 
public plurderers and gained the eftcem 
of all gcod men. P 
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An Account of Gtpg&a Hatt, in Effex, the Seat of RICHARD 
Benyon, Eq. With a Perfpettive View. 


G2 HALL was an anci- 
ent feat, near Rumford, in Ef- 
fex, twelve miles from London. It 
was begun by fir Thomas. Cooke, 
who was knighted by Edward IV, at 
the coronation of his queen. He ob- 
tained of the king licence to make 
here a park and caftle ; but being fe- 
verely fined, and his houfe plundered, 
ona charge of treafon, for refufin 
to lend money for the ufe of the howe 
of Lancafter, he left it unfinifhed at 
his death in 1478. Sir Anthony, his 
grandfon, one of the preceptors of 
Edward IT, and an exile in the reign 
of queen Mary, finithed it in that of 
queen Elizabeth; whom he had the 
honour. of: entertaining here in her 
progrefs in 1568. ‘This fir Anthony 
Cooke was particularly fortunate in 
his four daughters, who were all emi- 
nent for their great literary attain- 
ments. Mildred, the eldeft, was above 
forty-two years the faithful wife of that 
gna ftatefman William Cecil lord 
urleigh. She was learned in the 
Greek tongue, and wrote a letter in 
that language, to the univerfity of 
Cambridge. She had, moreover, 
great political talents ; was a patronefs 
of literature ; and diitinguifhed for her 
numerous charities -- Anne, the fecond, 
was the fecond wife of fir Nicholas 
Bacon, the lord keeper, and mother 
of the great lord Verulam. This 
lady, who. was eminently {killed in 
Greek, Latin, and Italian, had the 
honour of being appointed governefs 
to king Edward VI. To her inftruc- 
tions was probably owing the fur- 
prifing knowledge of that excellent 
young prince. Her fons Anthony and 
Francis were not a little indebted, for 
the reputation they acquired, to the 
pains taken with them, by this ex- 
cellent woman, in thcir tender years. 
When they grew up, they found in 
her a fevere, but admirable monitor. 
She tranflated from the Italian, the 
Sermons of Barnardine Ochine ; and, 
from the Latin, bifhop Jewel’s Apo- 
logy for the Church of England ; 


both which met with the higheft ap- 
plaufe.—Elizabeth, the third, enjoyed 
the fame liberal education which was 
beftowed upon her fifters, and was 
equally happy in improving the ad- 
vantages conferred upon her ; for fuch 
was her progre{s in the learned lan- 
guages, that fhe gained the applaufe 
of the moit eminent fcholars of the 
age. She was firft the wife of fir 
Thomas Hobby, ambaffador to France} 
and, afterward, of John lord Ruffell, 
fon and heir of Francis Ruffell, earl of 
Bedford. For the tombs of both her 
hutbands, fhe wrote epitaphs in Greek, 
Latin, and Englifh.—Catherine, the 
fourth, married to fir Henry, Kille- 
grew, was famous for her kndwledge 
in the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 
tongues, and for her {kill in poetry. 
She was buried in the chancel of the 
church of St. Thomas the Apoftle, in 
Vintry-yard, London, where there is 
an elegant monument erected to her 
memory, with an infcription compofed 
by herfelf. 

From the eldeft daughter of the 
great grandfon of fir Anthony Cooke, 
this venerable manfion paffed to the 
family of Sydenham. Mary de Me- 
dicis was lodged here one night after 
her landing in 1637, at which time 
it belonged to a widow lady, proba- 
bly Mrs. Martha Cooke, mother of 
Mrs. Sydenham. It had different 
proprietors, till it was purchafed, in 
the beginning of this century, by fir 
John Eyles, bart. who took down 
the old manfion, and built the pre- 
fent ftructure, which he fold, in 1745, 
to governor Benyon, whofe fon, 
Richard Benyon, efq. member of 
parliament for Peterborough, is. the 

refent proprietor. The houfe has 
ae raifed, enlarged, and repaired 
by Mr. Benyon, who has much im~ 
proved the grounds by -extenfive 
plantations, and a fine piece of water, 
which the great road crofies, over an 
elegant bridge of three ciliptic arches 
defigned by Mr. Wyatt. 
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Interefting Account of the Scuoor of NeGRoEs at Philadelphia. 


oe y . . > . . “-_ e ? 
{ From * New Travels in the United States of America, by M. Briffot de 
Warville.’ ] 


HERE exifts, then, a country 

where the negroes are allowed 
to have fouls, and to be endowed with 
underttanding capable of being formed 
to virtue and ufeful knowledge ; where 
they are not regarded as beaits of 
burden, in order that we may have 
the privilege of treating them as fuch. 
There exifts a country, where the 
blacks, by their virtues and their in- 
duftry, belie thé calumnies which 
their tyrants elfewhere lavifh againft 
them ; where no difference is per- 
ceived between the memory ofa black 
head whofe hair is craped by nature, 
and that of a white one craped by art. 
I have had a proof of this to-day. I 
have feen, heard, and examined thefe 
black children. ‘They read well, re- 
peat from memory, and calculate with 
rapidity. I have feen a pidture painted 
by a young negro, who never had a 
mafter: it was furprifingly well 
cone. 

I faw in this fchool, a mulatto, 
one-cighth negro; it is impofflible to 
diftinguith him from a white boy. 
His eyes difcovered an extraordinary 
vivacity ; and this is a general cha- 
racterillic of people of that origin. 

The black gir's, befide reading, 
writing, and the principles of reli- 
gion, ‘are taught fpinning, needle- 
work, &c.; and their mittreffes af- 
fure me, that they difcover much in- 
genuity. ‘They have the appearance 
of decency, attention, and fubmiffion. 
it is a nurfery of good fervants and 
virtuous houfekeepers. How criminal 
are the planters of the iflands, who 
form but to debauchery and igno- 
miny, creatures fo capable of being 
fafhioned to virtue ! 

It is to Benezet that humanity owes 
this ufeful eftablifhment—to that Be- 
nezet whom Chatlellux has not blufhed 
to ridicule, for the fake of gaining 
the intamous applaufes of the pa- 
ralites of defpotitn. 
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The life of this extraordinary man 
merits to be known to fuch men 
as dare to think, who efteem more 
the benefators of their fellow-crea- 
tures, than their oppreffors, fo bafely 
idolized during their life. 

Anthony Benezet was born at St. 
Quintin, in Picardy, in 1712. Fa- 
naticifm, under the protection of 2 
bigot king, direéted by an infamous 
confeffor, and an infamous woman, 
fpread at that time its ravages in 
France. The parents of Benezet 
were warm Calvinifts; they fled to 
England, and he embraced the doc- 
trines of the Quakers. He went to 
America, in 1731, and eftablifhed 
himfelf at Philadelphia in commerce, 
the bufinefs to which he had been edu- 
cated. But the rigidity of his prin- 
ciples and his tafte not agreeing with 
the fpirit of commerce, he quitted 
that bufinefs in 1736, and accepted 
a place in the academy of that fociety. 
From that time all his moments were 
confecrated to public inftruétion, the 
relief of the poor, and the defence of 
the unhappy negroes. Benezet pof- 
fefled a univerial philanthropy, which 
was not common at that time ; he re- 
garded, as*his brothers, all men, of 
all countries, and of all colours; he 
compofed many works, in which he 
collected all the authorities from fcrip- 
ture, and from other writings, to dif- 
courage and condemn the flave trade 
and flavery. His works had much 
influence in determining the Quakers 
to emancipate their flaves. ; 

It was not enough to fet at liberty 
the unhappy blacks ; it was neceflary 
to inftruét them—to find them {chool- 
mafters. And where fhould he find 
men willing to devote themfelves to 

a tafk which prejudice had rendered 
painful and difgufting ? No obftacle 
could arreft the zeal of Benezet; he 
fet the firft example himfelf: he con- 
fecrated his little fortune to the founda- 
hem 
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tion of this fchool; his brethren 
lent fome affiftance ; and by the help 
of the donations of the fociety of 
London, the fchool for. blacks at 
Philadelphia enjoys a revenue of 2col. 
fterling. 

He confecrated his fortune and his 
talents to their inftruction; and in 
1784, death removed him from this 
holy occupation, to receive his re- 
ward. The tears of the blacks, which 
watered his tomb, the fighs of his fra- 
ternity, and of every friend of hu- 
manity which attended his departing 
fpirit, muit be a prize more confoling 
than the laurels of a conqueror. 

Benezet carried always in his 
pocket a copy of his works on the 
flavery of the blacks, which he gave 
and recommended to every one he 
met, who had not feen them. It is 
a method generally followed by the 
fociety of friends. They extend the 
works of utility; and it is the true 
way of gaining profelytes. 

This philanthropic quaker was pre- 
ceded in the fame career, by many 
others, whom I ought to mention. 
The celebrated’George Fox, founder 
of this fect, went from England to 
Barbadoes in the year 1671, not to 
preach againft flavery, but to initruct 
the blacks in the knowledge of God, 
and to engage mafters'to treat them 
with mildnefs. 

The minds of men were not yet 
ripe for this reform; neither were 
they when William Burling, of Long- 
ifland, in 1-18, publithed a treatiie 
againft flavery. He was a refpectable 
quaker: he preached, but in vain; 
the hour was not yet come. 

Ought not this circumftance to en- 
courage the friends of the blacks in 
France ? Sixty years of combat were 
neceflary to conquer the prejudice of 
avarice in America. One year is 
{carcely paffed fince the foundation of 
the fociety at Paris; and fome apof- 
tates already appear, becaufe fuccefs 
has not crowned their firit endéa- 
vours. 

Burling was followed by judge 
Sewal, a prefbyterian of Maffachufetts. 
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He prefented to the general affembly, 
a treatife intitled * Jofeph fold by his 
brethren.’ He difcovers the pureft 
principles, and completely overturns 
the hackneyed arguments of the 
traders, refpecting the pretended wars 
of the African princes. 

It is of.en faid againft the writings. 
of the friends of the blacks, that they 
have not been witnefles of the fuffer- 
ings which they defcribe. This re- 
proach cannot be made againft Ben- 
jamin Lay, an Englifhman, who, 
brought up in the African trade, af- 
terward a planter at Barbadoes, aban- 
doned his plantation, on account of 
the horror infpired by the frightful 
terrors of flavery endured by the 
negroes. He retired to Philadelphia, 
became a quaker, and ceafed not the 
remainder of his life to preach and 
write for the abolition of flavery. 
His principal treatife on this fubject 
appeared in 1737. He was thought 
to have too much zeal, and to have 
exaggerated in his defcriptions, But 
thefe defects were expiated by a life 
without a ftain, by an indetatigable 
zeal for humanity, and by profound 
meditations. Lay was fimple in his 
drefs, and animated in his fpeech ; 
he was all on fire when he {poke on 
flavery. He died in 1760, in the 
Soth year of his age. 

One of the men mof diftinguifhed 
in this career of humanity, was a 
quaker named John Woolman. He 
was born in 1720. Early formed to 
meditation, he wus judged by the 
friends worthy of being a minifter at 
the age of twenty-two. He travelled 
much to extend the doétrines of the 
fect; but was always on foot, and 
without money or provifions, be- 
caufe he would imitate the apoilles, 
and be in a fituation to be more ufe- 
ful to the poor people and to the 
blacks. He abhorred flavery fo much, . 
that he would not tafte any food that 
was produced by the labour of flaves. 
The laft difcourfe that he pronounced, 
was on this fubje&t. In 1772, he un- 


dertook a voyage to England, tocon- 
cert meafures with the friends there, 
Kk 2 


on 
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on the fame fubje€t; where he died 
pf the fmall-pox. He left feveral 
ufeful works, one of which has been 
through many editions, intitled « Con- 
fiderations on the Slavery of the 
Blacks.’ 
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I thought it my duty, my friend, 
to give you fome account of thefe 
holy perfonages, before deicribing to 
you the fituation of the blacks in this 
immenfe country. 


An Account of the Metuons ued to abslifh SLAVERY in America. 
[ From the Same.] 


OOLM AN and Benezet had 
in vain employed all their 
efforts to effect the abolition of this 
traffic under the Englifh government. 
The miftaken intereit of the mother 
country caufed all the petitions to be 
rejected in the year 17723 yet the 
minds of men were prepared in fome 
of the colonies; and fcarcely was in- 
dependence declared, when a general 
cry arofe againit this commerce. It 
appeared abfurd for men defending 
vivir own liberty, to deny liberty to 
others. A pamphlet was printed, in 
which the principles on which flavery 
is founded, were held up in contraft 
with thofe which laid the foundation 
of the new conftitution. 

This palpable method of ftating the 
fubject, was attended with a happy 
fucceis ; and the congrefs, in 1774, 
declared the flavery of the blacks to 
be incompatible with the bafis of re- 
publican governments. Different le- 
giflatures haftened to confecrate this 
principle of congrefs. 

Three diftinct epochs mark the 
conduct of the Americans in this bufi- 
nefs—the prohibition of the importa- 
tion of flaves - their manumiflion— 
and the provifion made for their in- 
ftruction. All the different ftates are 
not equally advanced in thefe three 
objects. 

in the northern and middle ftates, 
they have profcribed for ever the im- 
portation of flaves; in others, this 
prohibition is limited to a certain 
time. In South Carolina, where it 
was limited to three years, it has lately 
been extended to three years more. 
Georgia is the only ftate that con- 
tinues to receive tranfported flaves. 
Yet, when general Oglethorpe lail 


the foundation of this colony, he or- 
dained, that neither rum nor flaves 
fhould ever be imported into it. This 
law, in both its articles, was very 
foon violated. 

We mutt acknowledge, however, 
that the Americans, more than any 
other people, are convinced that all 
men are born free and equal: we mutt 
acknowledge, that they direét them- 
felves generally by this principle of 
equality ; that the quakers, who have 
begun, who have propagated, and 
who ftill propagate this revolution of 
fentiment, have been guided by a 
principle of religion, and that they have | 
facrificed to it their perfonal intereft. 

Unhappily their opinion on this 
fubject has not yet become univerfal; 
intereft ftill combats it with fome fuc- 
cefs in the fouthern ftates. A nu- 
merous party flill — the impoffibi- 
lity of cultivating their foil without 
the hands of flaves, and the impofi- 
bility ‘of augmenting their number 
without recruiting them in Africa 
It is to the influence of this party, in 
the late general convention, that is to 
be attributed the only article which 
tarnifhes that glorious monument of 
human reafon, the new federal fyitem 
of the United States. It was this 
party that propofed to bind the hands 
of the new congrefs, and to put it out 
of their power for twenty years to 
prohibit the importation of flaves. It 
was faid to this auguft affembly, 
Sign this article, or we will with- 
draw from the union, 'To avoid the 


evils, which, without meliorating the 
fate of the blacks, would attend 4 
political {chifm, the convention was 
forced to wander from the grand prin- 
cipie of univerfal- liberty, and the 

pre- 














; thefe 
ping to 


in this 





preceding declaration of congrefs. 
‘They thought it their duty to imitate 
Solon, to make, not the beft law pof- 
fible, but the beft that circumftances 
would bear. 

But, though this article has fur- 
prifed the friends of liberty in Europe, 
where the fecret caufes of it were not 
known ; though it has grieved the fo- 
ciety in England, who are ready to 
accufe the new legiflators of a co- 
wardly defeétion from their own prin- 
ciples; yet we may regard the gene- 
ral and irrevocable proicription of the 
flave trade in the United States, as 
very near at hand, ‘This conclufion 
refults from the nature of things, and 
even from the article itfelf of the new 
conititution now cited. Indeed, nine 
ftates have already done it; the blacks, 
which there abound, are confidered as 
free. There are then nine afylums 
for thofe to efcape to from Georgia ; 
not to {peak of the neighbourhood of 
the Floridas, where the flaves from 
Georgia take refuge, in hopes to find 
better treatment from the Spaniards ; 
and not to fpeak of thofe vaft foreils 
and inacceffible mountains which make 
part of the Southern States, and where 
the perfecuted negro may eafily find 
a retreat from flavery. ‘The commu- 
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nications with the back country are 
fo eafy, that it is impoflible to ftop 
the fugitives; and the expence of re- 
claiming is difproportioned to their 
value. And though the free ftates do 
not in appearance oppofe thefe recla- 
mations, yet the people there hold 
flavery in fuch horror, that the mafter 
who runs after his human property, 
meets little refpeét, and finds little 
affittance. ‘Thus the - poffibility of 
flight creates a new difcouragement 
to the importation, as it muft lefien 
the value of the flave, induce to a 
milder treatment, and finally tend, 
with the concurrence of other circum- 
flances, to convince the Georgian 
planter, that it is more fimple, more 
reafonable, and lef expenfive, to cul- 
tivate by the hands of freemen. We 
are right then in faying, that the na- 
ture of things in America is againft 
the importation of flaves. 

Befides, the congrefs will be au- 
thorifed in twenty years to pronounce 
definitively on this article. By that 
time, the fentiments of humanity, and 
the calculations of reafon, will pre- 
vail; they will no longer be forced to 
facrifice equity’ to convenience, or 
have any thing to fear from oppofi- 
tion or ichifn. 


An Account of the Laws of the different AMERICAN STATES for the 
Manumission of SLAVES. 


{ From the Same. ] 


LAVERY, my friend, has never 

polluted every part of the United 
States. ‘There was never any law in 
New Hampfhire, or Mafiachufetts, 
which authorifed it. When, there- 
fore, thofe ftates profcribed it, they 
only declared the law as it exiited be- 
fore. ‘There was very little of it in 
Conneéticut; the puritanic aufterity 
which predominated in that colony, 
could fearcely reconcile itfelf with 
flavery. Agriculture was better per- 
formed there by the hands of freemen ; 
and every thing concurred to engage 
the people to give liberty to the 
flaves :—fo that almoft every one has 


freed them; and the children of fuch 
as are not yet free, are to have their 
liberty at twenty-five years of age. 

The cafe of the blacks in New- 
York is nearly the fame; yet the 
flaves there are more numerous. 

It is becaufe the bafis of the popu- 
lation there is Dutch ; that is to fay, 
people lefs difpofed than any other to 
part with their property. But liberty 
is aflured there to all the children of 
the flaves, at a certain age. 

The ftate of Rhode-Ifland formerly 
made a great bufinefs of the flave 
trade. It is now totally and for ever 
prohibited. 


In 
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In New-Jerfey the bulk of the po- 
pularion is Dutch. You find there, 


~ traces of that fame Dutch fpirit which 


I have defcribed. Yet the weftern 
parts of the itate are difpofed to free 
their negroes; but the ealtern part 
are oppofed to it. 

It is probable that their obftinacy 
will be overcome; at leait it is the 
opinion of the re{pectable Mr. Living- 
fton, celebrated for the part he has 
atted in the late revolution: he has 
declared this opinion in a letter writ- 
ten to the fociety at Philadelphia. 
He has himfelf freed all his flaves, 
which are very numerous. He is one 
of the moi ardent apoitles of hu- 
manity ; and, knowing the character 
of his countrymen, he reafons, tempo- 
rifes with their intereit, and doubts 
not of being able to vanquifh their 
prejudices. ‘The quakers have been 
more fortunate in Pennfylvania. In 
the year 1758, they voted, in their 
general meeting, to excommunicate 
every member of the fociety who 
fhould perfift in keeping flaves. In 
1780, at their requeit* feconded by 
a great number of perfons from other 


) fects, the general aflembly abolithed 


flavery for ever, forced the owners of 
flaves to caufe them to be enregilter- 
ed, declared their children free at the 
age of twenty*ight years, placed 
them, while under that age, on a 
footing of hired fervants, affured to 
them the benefit of trial by jury, &c. 
But this act did not provide againft 
all the abufes that avarice could afier- 
ward invent. It was eluded in many 
points. A foreign commerce of flaves 
was carried on by fpeculators; and 
fome barbarous matters fold their 
blacks, to be carried into foreign 
countries ; others fent the negro chil- 
dren into neighbouring flates, that 
they might there be fold, and de- 
prived of the benefit of the law of 
Pennfylvania, when they fhould come 
of age ; ‘others fent their black preg- 
Nant women into another ftate, that 
the offspring might be flaves; and 
others itole free negroes, and carried 
them to the ulands tor fale. The fo- 


ciety, fhocked at thefe abufes, ap- 
plied again to the affembly, who 
patied a new aét in March laft, effec- 
tually to prevent them. It ordained, 
that no black could be fent into a 
neighbouring ftate without his con- 
fent; confifcated all veffels and car- 
gocs employed in the flave trade; 
condemned to the public works the 
ftealers of negroes, &c. 

Doubtlefs we cannot beftow too 
much praife on the indefagitable zeal 
of the fociety in Pennfylvania, which 
folicited thefe laws, nor on the fpirit 
of equity and humanity difplayed by 
the legiflature in paffing them ; but 
fome regret muft mingle itfelf with 
our applaufe. Why did not this re- 
fpe€table body go farther? Why did 
it not extend at leaft the hopes of 
freedom to. thofe who were flaves at 
the time of the paffing the firit act? 
They are a property, it is faid; and 
all property is facred. But what is 
a property founded on robbery and 
plunder? What is a property which 
violates laws human and divine? But 
let this property merit fome regard. 
Why not limit it to a certain number 
of years, in order to give at leaft the 
cheap confolation of hope? Why not 
grant to the flave, the right of pur- 
chafing his freedom? What! the child 
of the negro flave fhall one day enjoy 
his liberty ; and the unhappy father, 
though ready to leap with joy on be- 
holding the fortune of his fon, muft 
roll back his eyes with aggravated 
anguifh on his own irrevocable bond- 
age! The fon has never felt, like 
him, the torture of being torn from 
his country, from his family, from all 
that is dear to man; the fon has not 
experienced that feverity of treatment 
fo common in this country before this 
revolution of fentiment ; yet the fon 
is favoured, and the father configned 
to defpair. But this injuftice cannot 
long fully the law of a country where 
reafon and humanity prevail. We 
may hope that a capitulation will be 
made with avarice; by which thefe 
flaves fhall be drawn from its 


hands, 


Again 
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Again—Why, in the aé& of March 
1780, is it declared that a flave can- 
not be a witnefs againft a freeman? 
You either fuppofe him lefs true than 
the freeman, or you fuppofe him dif- 
ferently organifed. The laft fuppo- 
fition is abfurd ; the other, if true, is 
againft yourfelves ; for, why are they 
lefs confcientious, more corrupted, 
and more wicked ?—it is becaufe they 
are flaves. The crime falls on the 
head of the mafter; and the flave is 
thus degraded and punithed for the 
vice of the mafter. 

Finally, why do you ordain that 
the mafter fhall be reimburfed from 
the public treafury, the price of the 
flave who may fuffer death for crimes? 
If, as is eafy to prove, the crimes of 
of flaves are almoit univerfally the fruit 
their flavery,.and are in proportion 
to the feverity of their treatment, is 
it not abfurd to recompenfe the matter 
for his tyranny? When we recollect 
that thefe mafters have hitherto been 
accuftomed to confider their flaves as 
a fpecies of cattle, and that the Jaws 
make the matter refponfible for the 
damages done by his cattle, does it 
not appear contradiftory to reverfe 
the law relative to thefe black cattle, 
when they do a mifchief; for which 
fociety thinks it nece‘lary to extirpate 
them? Inthiscafe, the real author of 
the crime, inftead of paying damages, 
receives a reward, 

No, my friend, we will not doubt 
bus thefe flains will foon difappear 
from the code of Pennfylvania. Rea- 
fon is too predominant to fuffer them 
long to continue. 

The little fate of Delaware has fol- 
lowed the example of Pennfylvania. 
It is moftly peopled by quakers—in- 
ftances of giving freedom are there- 
fore numerous. In this ftate, famous 
tor the wifdom of its laws, for its good 
faith and fcederal patriotifm,. refides 
that angel of peace, Warner Miflin. 
Like Benezet, he occupies his time 
in extending the opinions of his fo- 
Ciety relative to the freedom of the 
blacks, and the care of providing for 


the formation of a fociety in that ftate, 
after the model of the one at Philadel- 
phia, for the abolition of flavery. 

With the ftate of Delaware finithes 
the fyftem of proteétion to the blacks. 
Yet there are fome negroes freed in 
Maryland, becaufe there are fome 
quakers there ; and you perceive it 
very readily, on comparing the fields 
of tobacco or of Indian corn belong- 
ing to thefe people, with thofe of 
others; you fee how much fuperior 
the hand of a freeman is to that of a 
flave, in the operations of induftry. 

Whert you run over Maryland and 
Virginia, you conceive yourfelf in a 
different world; and you are con- 
vinced of it, when you converfe with 
theinhabitants. They {peak not here 
of projects for freeing the negroes; 
they praife not the focieties of London 
and America ; they read not the works 
of Clarkfon—No, the indolent matters 
behold with uneafinefs, the efforts 
that are making to render freedom 
univerfal. ‘The Virginians are per- 
fuaded of the impoffibility of culti- 
vating tobacco without flavery; they 
fear, that if the blacks become free, 
they will caufe trouble ; on renderin 
them free, they know not what neal 
to affign them in fociety; whether 
they fhall eftablifh them in a feparate 
ditrift, or fend them out of the 
country. Thefe are the objections 
which you will hear repeated every 
where againft the idea of freeing 
them. 

The ftrongeft objection lies in the 
character, the manners and habits of 
the Virginians. They feem to enjoy 
the {wear of flaves. ‘They are fond of 
hunting; they love the difplay of 
luxury, and difdain the idea of labour. 
This order of things will change when . 
flavery fhall be no more. It is not, 
that the work of a flave is more pro- 
fitable than that of a freeman; but it 
is in multiplying the flaves, condemn- 
ing them to a miferable nourifhment, 
in depriving them of clothes, and in 
running over a large quantity of land 
with a negligent culture, that they 


their exiftence and their inftruétion.{ upply the neceflity of honeft in- 


The 


Jt is in part to his zeal that is owing 


duftry. 
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The GENERAL STATE, MANNERS, and CHARACTERS 6f ihe 
NEGROES in the UNITED STATES. 


{ From the Same. ] 


HE free blacks in the eaftern 

ftates, are either hired fervants, 
or they keep little fhops, or they cul- 
tivate the land. You will fee fome 
of them on board of coafting veffels. 
They dare not venture themfelves on 
long voyages, for fear of being tranf- 
ported and fold in the iflands. As to 
their phyfical charaéter, the blacks 
are vigorous, of a ftrong contftitution *, 
capable of the moft painful labour, 
and generally active. As fervants, 
they are fober and faithful. ‘Thofe 
who keep fhops, live moderately, and 
never augment their affairs beyond a 
certain point. 

The reafon is obvious ; the whites, 
though they treat them with humanity, 
like not to give them credit to enable 
them to alae any extenfive com- 
merce, nor even to give them the 
means of a common education, by 
receiving them into their counting- 
houfes. If, then, the blacks are con- 
fined to the retails of trade, let us not 
accufe their capacity, but the preju- 
dices of the whites, which lay objta- 
cles in their way. 

The fame caufes hinder the blacks 
who live in the country, from having 
large plantations. ‘Their little fields 
are generally well cultivated ; their 
log-houfes, full of children decently 
clad, attract the eye of the philofo- 
pher, who rejoices to fee, that, in 
thefe habitations, no tears atteft the 
rod of tyranny. 

In this fituation the blacks are in- 
deed happy; but let us have the 
courage to avow, that neither this 
happinefs, nor their talents, have yet 
attained their perfection. ‘Their exifts 
ftill too great an interval between 
them and the whites, efpecially in the 
publicopinion, This humiliating dif- 


ference prevents thofe efforts which 
they might make to raife themfelves. 
Black children are admitted to the 
public fchools; but you never fee 
them within the walls of a college. 
Though free, they are always ac- 
cuftomed to confider themfelves as 
beneath the whites. 

We may conclude from this, that it 
is unfair to meafure the extent of their 
capacity by the examplesalready given 
by the free blacks of the north. 

But when we compare them to the 
flaves of the fouth, what a difference 
we find!—In the fouth, the blacks 
are in a flate of abjection difficult to 
defcribe; many of them are naked, 
ill fed, lodged in miferable huts, on 
ftraw. They receive no education, 
no inftruction in any kind of religion ; 
they are not married, but coupled. 
Thus are they brutalized, lazy, with- 
out ideas, and without energy. They 
give themfelves no trouble to procure 
clothes, or to have better food; they 
pafs their Sunday which is their day 
of reft, in total inaétion. Inaction is 
their fupreme happinefs ; they there- 
fore perform little labour, and that 
in a carelefs manner. 

We muft do juftice to the truth. 
The Americans of the fouthern ftates 
treat their flaves with mildnefs ; it is 
one of the effecis of the general ex- 
tenfion of the ideas of liberty. The 
flave labours lefs ; but this is all the 
alteration made in his circumftances, 
and he is not the better for it, either 
in his nourifhmert, his clothing, his 
morals, or his ideas. So that the 
mafter lofes ; but the flave does not 
gain. If they would follow the ex- 
ample of the northern ftates, both 
whites and blacks would be gainers 
by the change. 


* The married blacks make at leaft as many children as the whites; but it is ob- 


ferved, that more of them die. 


This is owing ieis to Nature, than to the want 


fortune, aud of the care of phyfivians and furgeons. 
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When we defcribe the flaves of the 


fouth, we ought to diftinguith thofe 


that are employed as hou.e-fervants, 
from thofe that work and live in the 
field. The picture that | have given, 
belongs to the latter; the former are 
better clad, more active, and lefs ig- 
norant. 

It has been generally thought, and 
even written by fome authors of note, 
that the blacks are inferior to the 
whites in mental capacity. This opi- 
nion begins to difappear; the northern 
ftates furnifh examples to the con- 
rary. I thall cite two, which are 
firiking ones: the firft proves, that, 
by inftruction, a black may be render- 
ed capable of any of the profeffions : 
the fecond, that the head of a negro 
may be organifed for the moft afto- 
nifhing calculations, and confequently 
for all the fciences. 

I faw at Philadelphia, a black 
phyfician, named James Derham. 
The following hiftory of him was at- 
tefted to me by many phyficians : 

He was brought up a flave in a fa- 
mily of Philadelphia, where he learned 
to read and write, and was inftructed 
in the principles of religion. When 
young, he was fold to Dr. John 
Kearfley junior, who employed him 
in compounding medicines, and in 
adminiftering them in fome cafes to 
the fick. At the death of Dr. Kearf- 
ley he paffed through different hands, 
and came to be the property of George 
Weft, furgeon of the Britifh army, 
under whom, during the war in Ame- 
rica, he performed the lower funétions 
in phyfic, 

At the clofe of the war, he was 
purchafed by Dr. Robert Dove, of 
New Orleans, who employed him as 
his affilant. He gained the doétor’s 
good opinion and triendihip to fuch a 
degree that he foon gave him his 
freedom on moderate concitions. 
Derham was, by this time, fo well 
inftruéted, that he immediately began 
to practife, with fuccefs, at New Or 
leans: he is about twenty-fix years of 
age, married, but has no children. 


His practice brings him three thou- 
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fand livres a year. Dr. Wiftar told 
me, that he converfed with him par- 
ticularly on the acute difeafes of the 
country where he lives, and found 
him well verfed in the fimple methods 
now in practice of treating thofe dif- 
eafes. I thought, faid the doctor, to 
have indicated to him fome new re- 
medies ; but he indicated new ones 
to me. 

He is modeft, and has engaging 
manners; he fpeaks French with fa- 
cility, and has fome knowledge of 
Spanith. 

The other inftance has been cited 
by Dr. Ruth, a celebrated phyfician 
and writer of Philadelphia. It is 
Thomas Fuller, born in Africa, 2 
flave, near feventy years of age, near 
Alexandria. He can neither read nor 
write, and has had no inftruétion of 
any kind; but he calculates with fur- 
prifing facility, and will anfwer any 
queftion in arithmetéc, with a promp- 
titude that has no example. 

Thefe inftances prove, without 
doubt, that the capacity of the ne- 
groes may be extended to any thing ; 
that they have only need of inftruétion 
and liberty. ‘The difference between 
thofe who are free and inftructed, and 
thofe who are not, is {ill more vifible 
in their induitry. The lands inha- 
bited by the whites and free blacks, 
are better cultivated, produce more 
abundantly, and offer every-where the 
image of eafe and happinefs. Suchs 
for example, is the afpect of Connec- 
ticut, and of Pennfylvania. 

Pafs into Maryland and Virginia, 
and, as I iaid before, you are in ano- 
ther world ;—you find not there thofe 
cultivated plains, thofe neat country- 
houfes, biras well diftributed, and 
numerous herds of cattle, fat and vi- 
gorous. No: every thing in Mary- 
Jand and Virginia wears the print of 
flavery: a ftarved foil, bad cultiva- 
tion, houfes falling to ruin, cattle 
fmall and few, and black walking 
fkeletons; in a word, you fee real 
mifery, and apparent luxury, infult- 
ing each other. 

‘they begin to perceive, even in 

‘ the 
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the fouthern ftates, that, to nourifh a 
flave ill, is a miftaken economy ; and 
that money employed in their pur- 
chafe, does not render its intereft. It 
is perhaps more owing to this con- 
fideration than to humanity, that you 
fee free labour introduced in a part of 
Virginia, in that part bordered by the 
beautiful river Shenadore. In tra- 
velling here, you will think yourfelf 
in Pennfylvania. 

Such will be the face of all Virgi- 
nia, when flavery fhall be at an end. 
They think flaves neceflary only for 
the cultivation of tobacco: this cul- 
ture declines, and muft decline in Vir- 
ginia. ‘The tobacco of the Ohio and 
the Miffiffippi is more abundant, of a 
better quality, and requires lefs la- 
bour. When this tobacco fhall open 
its way to Europe, the Virginians 
will be obliged to ceafe from this cul- 
ture, and afk of the earth, wheat, 
corn, and potatoes; they will make 
meadows, and rear cattle. ‘lhe wife 
Virginians anticipate this revolution, 
and begin the culture of wheat. At 
their head may be reckoned that afto- 
nifhing man, who, though an adored 
general, had the courage to be a fin- 
cere republican; who alone feems 
irnorant of hisown glory ; whofe fin- 
cular deftiny it will be to have twice 
izved his couatry, to have opened to 
her the road to profperity, after hav- 
ing conducted her to liberty. At pre- 
fent, wholly eccupied ia melioratieg 
his lands, in varying their produce, 
in opening roads and canals, he gives 
his countrymen an ufeful example, 
which doubtlefs wili be followed. 

He has neverthelefs (muft I fay it?) 
a numerous crowd of flaves; but they 
are treated with the «reateft humani- 
ty; well fed, weil clothed, and kept 
to moderate labour; they blefs God 
without ceafing, for having given them 
fo good a matter. Itisa tafk worthy 
of a foul fo elevated, fo pure, and fo 
difinterelled, to begin the revolution 
in Virginia, to prepare the way for 
the emancipation of the negroes, ‘This 
great man declared to me, that he 
rejoiced at what wes doing in other 
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ftates on this fubjeét ; that he fincerely 
defired the extenfion of it in his own 
country: but he did not diffemble, 
that there were ftill many obitacles to 
be overcome; that it was dangerous 
to ftrike too vigoroufly at a prejudice 
which had begun to diminifh ; that 
time, patience, and information, would 
not fail to vanquifh it. Almoft all 
the Virginians, added he, believe that 
the liberty of the blacks cannot foon 
become general. This is the reafon 
why they wifh not to form a fociety, 
which may give dangerous ideas to 
their flaves. There is another obita- 
cle—the great plantations of which 
the ftate is compofed, render it ne- 
ceflary for men ta live fo difperfed, 
that frequent meetings of a fociety 
would be difficult. 

I replied, that the Virginians were 
in error, that evidently fooner or later 
the negroes would obtain their liberty 
every-where. It is then for the in- 
tereft of your countrymen to prepare 
the way to fuch a revolution, by en- 
deavouring to reconcile the reftitution 
of the rights of the blacks with the 
interelt of the whites. The means 
neceflary to be taken to this effect, 
can only be the work of a fociety ; 
and it 1s worthy the faviour of Ame- 
rica to put himfelf at their head, and 
to open the door of liberty to three 
hundred thoufand unhappy beings of 
his own ftate. He told me, that he 
defired the formation of a fociety, and 
that he would fecond it ; but that he 
did not think the moment favourable. 
—Doubtlefs more elevated views ab- 
forbed his attention, and filled his 
foul. The deftiny of America was 
juit ready to be placed a fecond time 
in his hands. 

It is certainly a misfortune that 
fuch a fociety does not exift in Virgi- 
nia and Maryland; for it is to the 
perfevering zeal of thofe of Philadel- 
phia and New-York, that we owe the 
progrefs of this revolution in America, 
and the formation of the fociety in 
London. 

Why am I unable to paint to you 
the impreflions I received in attending 
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the meetings of thefe different focie- 
ties? What ferenity in the counte- 
nances of the members !_ What fimpli- 
city in their difcourfes, candour in 
their difcuffions, beneficence and ener- 
gy in their decifions! Each feemed 
eager to fpeak, not to fhew his brilli- 
ance, but to be ufeful. 

With what joy they learned that a 
like fociety was formed at Paris, in 
that capital fo renowned for its opu- 
lence and luxury, for its influence 
over a vaft kingdom, and through 
moft of the ftates of Europe! They 
haftened to publith it in all the ga- 
zettes, as likewife the tranflation of 
the firit difcourfe pronounced in that 
fociety. They faw with joy, in the 
lift of the members, the name of La 
Fayette, and that of other perfons 
known for their energy and pa- 
triotifm. 

They did not doubt, if this fociety 
fhould brave the firft obitacles that 
attend it, and fhould unite itfelf with 
that of London, but that the informa- 
tion which they might give on the 
flave trade, and its unprofitable infa- 
my, would enlighten the governments 
of Europe, and determine them to 
fupprefs it. 

It is doubtlefs to this effufion of joy, 
and to the flattering recommendations 
which I carried from Europe, rather 
than to my feeble efforts, that I owe 


the honour of being received a mem- 
ber of thefe focieties. They did not 
confine themfelves to this; they ap- 
pointed committees to aflift me in my 
Jabours, and their archives were open- 
ed to me. 

Thete beneficent focieties are at 
prefent contemplating new projects for 
the completion of their work of juftice 
and humanity. ‘They are endeavour- 
ing to form fimilar inititutions in other 
flates, and they have fucceeded in the 
ftate of Delaware. The bufinefs of 
thefe focieties is not only to extend 
light and information to legiflatures, 
and. to the people at large *, on the 
objeéts they have in view, and to 
form the blacks by early inftruétion 
in the duties of citizens; but they 
extend gratuitous protetion to them 
in all cafes of individual oppreffion, 
and make it their duty to watch over 
the execution of the laws which have 
been obtained in their favour. Mr. 
Myers Fifher, one of the firft lawyers 
of Philadelphia, is always ready to 
Jend them his affiftance, which he ge- 
nerally does with fuccefs, and always 
without reward. Thefe focieties have 
committees in different parts of the 
country, to take notice of any in- 
fractions of thefe laws of liberty, and 
to propofe to the legiflature fuch 
amendments as experience may re- 
quire. 


A Lesson to CONQUERORS: An Oriental Anecdote, 


HEN Alexander carried his 

arms into India, a number 
of Bramins affembled near him, and 
ftamped on the ground with great 
vehemence. He defired to know the 
meaning of this, ‘To every man,’ 
they aniwered, ‘is fuch a portion of 
earth allotted as we are meafuring out 
with our feet; thou, O king, thalt 
have no more: and yet led on by an 
idle curiofity, and regardlefs of juitice, 
thou art travelling from country to 
country, without allowing reft, either 
to thyfelf or to thy fellow creatures.’ 
He would have prevailed upon Dan- 


damis, the principal of the Indian 
fages, to come to him, bidding ~his 
meflengers tell him that he was the 
fon of Jupiter, and had it in his 
power to reward or to punifh him. 
«I am,’ replied the fage, ¢ the fon of 
Jupiter as well as he; as to his re- 
wards, he has noze to give; for he 
has not enough to fatisfy himielf ; 
and as for his punifhments, the ut- 
moft te can do, is, to relicve me 
from a body worn out with age, and 
to remove me to a flate of perfect 
happineis.’ 


* In 1787, the fociety of New-York offered a gold medal for the beft difcourfe, at 
the public commencement at the college, on the injuttice and cruelty of the flave trades 


and the fatal effects of flavery. 
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The Error of a Goop Farner: A Tale, by 14. Marmontels 


‘ ON day, when Voltaire was ill, 

the fage Vauvenarque, the 
worthy Cideviile, and I, then very 
young, were fitting by his bed-fide. 
Voltaire was fpeaking of Terence, of 
the beauties of his pure and natural 
ftyle, and of the truth, but at the 
fame time of the weaknefs of his pen- 
cil.‘ For inftance,”’ iaid he, “that 
character fo fingular, and yet fo much 
in nature, of a father who punifhes 
himielf tor having made ufe of too 
much feverity to a ion, his only hope, 
whom his rigour has banifhed from 
the paternal roof; that charaéter 
which he might have rendered fo af- 
feting, is totally void of ftrength.” 
We read the firiticene. Do but fee,”’ 
faid Voltaire, “how intereftin: it 
promifes to be ; and yet in the fequel 
all this intere't vanifhes, and Me- 
nedemus becomes little better than a 
good, filly kind of old man.” 

«I know,’ faid Cideville, ‘in the 
province I belong to, a Menedemus 
of eighty years of age, who, after 
having been truly wretched, is now 
the moft happy of mankind.’ + Let 
us hear,” faid Voltaire; and Cide- 
ville continued thus, 

‘| had for my guide and pattern in 
my profeflion, the prefident de Vane- 
ville, a gentleman of the long robe, 
fill more celebrated for his integrity 
than for his abilities. I fpent the beft 
ae of my youth under his care. He 

ad been a widower, had married a 
fecond wife, and had three children ; 
a fon by his firft wife, whom he had 
fondly loved, and two by his fecond, 
whom he loved more fondly fill. I 
thought him happy in the interior of 
his family ; and the ferenity pictured 
in his countenance kept up the illu- 
fion. But by degrees [ perceived his 
temper grow worie ; and foon learned 
that he had fent his eldeft fon to a 
diftance from town, to the fchool of a 
matter who was-well fpoken of, and 
who was the prior of a village in the 
vicinity of the foreit of Lyons. 


* Some months after, M. de Vane-' 
ville appeared violently agitated : he: 
was not one of thofe men who let 
people fee what is going forward in 
their minds ; and I, too refpectful to 
afk him, contented myfelf with paying 
him greater refpeét than ever. He 
faw that I was not infenfible to his 
forrows, and felt the obligation, but 
he did not tell metheir caufe. A few 
years after he loft his other two chil- 
dren and his fecond wife. When I 
exprefied my affliction on the occafion, 
Heaven is juft, anfwered he,. with a: 
gloomy look. Thefe words were fol- 
lowed by a figh and a long filence. 
At length, he told me, that he was’ 
going to quit the world, and to re- 
tire to a little folitary domain, called 
Flamais, in the neighbourhood of: 
Neufchatel. Our parting was forrow- 
fal, and when I bade him farewell, I- 
afked his permiflion to write to him, 
and to go and fve him fometimes. 

«* My good friend,” faid he, with: 
a melancholy gentlenefs, “I fhall 
never forget you; however, I muft’ 
beg you to leave me fome time to 
mytfelf. As foon as I fhall have ‘re- 
covered my tafte for fociety, it is cer- 
tainly your’s that I fhall defire. Wait 
till 1 write to you.” ‘Then embracin 
me, he added, «* Farewell, Cideville,: 
and never think of marrying twice.” 

‘ This advice, which feemed to 
efcape him in fpite of himfelf, had, 
however, no relation to his prefent 
fituation. He had had two wives, but 
he was then a widower; and it was- 
particularly fince his widowhood that. 
his exiftence fcemed embittered. This 
I attributed to the folitude he was re- 
duced to, and to the ennui of which I 
faw he was the prey. He {ct off, and 
as I was three years without hearing 
from him, I thought he had forgot 
me. At length, he wrote to me: to 
come and fee him. I haftened to 


avail myfelf of the invitation, and, 
when | arrived, found him at the ta- 
ble by the fide of a young and pretty 

: country 
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country girl. Oppofite him was a 
young villager, and a man more ad- 
vanced in years, who, though plainly 
drefied, {till looked like a man of 
the world. As to himfelf, nothing 
in his half ruftic appearance recalled 
to mind my old acquaintance the pre- 
fident. Inftead of the abundant and 
falfe locks to which my eyes had 
been accuftomed, I Yaw nothing but a 
bald head befprinkled with white hairs ; 
infomuch, that I could hardly re- 
collec him. 

«« Come, my good friend,” faid he, 
«come and fit down in the midft of 
my family, and embrace my fon and 
his wife. Yes, in this plain drefs 
you fee mademoifelle de Leonval, my 
daughter-in-law, and the ward of 
that worthy man, M. de Nelcour, my 
neighbour, to whom I am indebted 
for allthe happinefs of my old age. I 
would lay a wager that you took thefe 
two young people for my gardener 
and his wife: well, you were not 
miftaken; for that is their condition 
as wellas mine: we cultivate together 
the garden you fhall fee prefently.” 

‘The dinner was good, although 
frugal, and not unlike that of the dif- 
ciples of Pythagoras : little meat, but 
an abundance of excellent vegetables, 
and wicker bafkets, loaded with de- 
licious fruit.’ 

« As delicious as you pleafe,” faid 
Voltaire, “ but pri’thee let us get into 
the garden: I am impatient to hear 
what the old man has to fay to you.” 

“« No, no, for heaven’s fake!” faid 
Vauvenarque ; “let us flay a moment 
at table with the good old man and 
his children: we feel fo comfortable 
when we fee worthy people happy.” 

* They were ali three fo,’ continued 
Cideville, * each in his own way : the 
father like a man, whofe heart long 
opprefled by forrow, has juft given 
way to joy; the fon like a man, who 
is proud of having at laft found means 
to. make his father contented; while 
the young woman, with a look of 
equal modefty and fenfibility, con- 
gratulaced herfelf on adding to the 
happineis of botn, and enjoyed their 

1 
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mutual tendernefs as much as the af- 
fection with which fhe infpired them. 

‘ The afternoon’s walk difperfed us 
about the garden, where it was eafy 
to perceive the eye and hand of the 
matter. It was the luxuriancy of na- 
ture, in aj] its abundance, and agree- 
able variety, difpofed without regard 
to fymmetry. ‘The branches of the 
plumb-tree were interwoven ‘with the 
vine; a quincunx of cherry-trees 
threw its fertilizing fhade on beds of 
ftrawberries; and fruitful efpaliers 
formed an inclofure round the com- 
partments, where the golden melon 
ripened, and the cauliflower bloomed. 
«© All this,” faid Voltaire, “with a 
little harmony, would be very pretty 
in verfe; but, my good friend, the 
art of relating in profe confifts in 
dwelling little on detcription, and in 
proceeding quickly to the fcene.” 

‘ Behold me there,’ faid Cideville. 

‘ As foon as the reft of the party 
perceived that M. de Vaneville with- 
ed to be left alone with me, they re- 
tired to a diftance. We then fat 
down in a bower of honey-fuckle, and 
that virtuous man, taking me by the 
hand, addrefied me thus: “* You fee 
the life I lead at prefent. Itis tran- 
quil, and agreeably employed: la- 
bour, a good appetite, found fleep, a 
mind at eafe, a pleafing and peaceful 
concern in the various {cenes the fea- 
fons afford, my pains rewarded, al- 
moft every year my hopes faithfully 
fulfilled; and what I value above all, 
the chearing fight of the love and 
happinefs of my children; fuch are 
the good things heaven referved for 
your friend’s old age. It is not the 
evening of a fine day, but the faireft 
evening afer a day of the mot 
gloomy and horrible kind. 

“« You faw my heart a prey to af- 
fli€tion, the caufe of which I cone 
cealed from you ; but now, Cideviile, 
I can at length depofit the fecret in 
your fiiendly bofom. 

“« Afver having lof an amiable avd 
affefionate wife, who ieft me only 


one fon, then in his infancy, | felt 
painfully the vacarcy left in my heart, 
J 

and 
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and the folitude of my houfe. Inftead 
of having, as before, the labours of 


27% 


very lively fenfe of natural equity ; 
and my fon foon felt that he was un- 


the day rewarded by the comforts of juftly treated.” 


the evening, the image of filent and 
folitary grief that I met at home, 
rendered my future profpect every day 
more gloomy, and I began to defpair 
of accuftoming myfelf to it, when I 
heard mention made in thé world of a 
girl of good difpolitio:., and of an age 
at which the mind, the manners, and 
the temper, have generally taken their 
bent. She was fpoken of as a pattern 
of goodnefs and‘difcretion. I was de- 
firous of being acquainted with her, 
and I faw, or, at leait, I thought I 
faw, that fhe merited all this praife. 
I married her, and fhe was all that 
I had hoped, till the moment fhe be- 
came a mother; or rather fhe was al- 
ways the fame to me till the moment 
of her death. It was only in regard 
to the fon of my firft wife, and un- 
known to me, that her difpofition 
changed, and that the excefs of ma- 
ternal love {wallowed up every other 
fentiment. 

« In the early days of our marriage, 
I had feen her fondle my fon with al- 
moft as much tendernefs as if he had 
been her own, and when the altered, 
fhe made ufe of fo mach addrefs in 
hiding the averfion the had conceived 
for the boy, that I never perceived it. 

“ Entirely taken up with the func- 
tions of my office, you know how lit- 
tle I was at liberty to attend to the 
education ef my children. I left the 
care of it to my wife, who made it 
her fole occupation: thofe that the 
employed under her were entirely at 
her command; fo that, even when I 
confulted them, I only knew what fhe 
chofe I fhould know, or wihed me to 
believe. 

“ Her deep and fecret chagrin was 
the idea, that the child of my firft 
wife had the fame right as her’s in the 
divifion of my fortune. He was in 
her eyes a ftranger who came to rob 
them of their property. You will 
eafily conceive what my fon fufiered 
in his early years from this averfion. 
At that age man is endowed with a 


«“T have remarked it,” faid Voltaire, 
«© a child when juftly panifhed, fub- 
mits without murmur; he has pro- 
nounced judgment on himfelf; when 
he is ftubborn, it is becaufe he has not 
deferved the chaftifement he under- 
goes.’ “ There is then,” faid Vauve- 
narque, with his foft voice, ‘a primi- 
tive law engraved at the bottom of the 
heart; and who is the engraver?” 
« The fame,” faid Voltaire, “ as the 
maker of the great time-keeper, of 
which Newton difcovered the balance 
and the fpring. But let us get ons 
for I am in love with this old man, 
and he is waiting for us.” 

“I perceived,” continued M. de 
Vaneville, ‘« that my fon’s temper was 
altered. Sadnefs, diftruft, and [ know 
not what kind of gloomy timidity were 
pi€tured upon his countenance. As 
the care of bufinefs were alfo habitu- 
ally imprefled in mine, my child ne- 
ver faw in me that look of fondnefs, 
nor met that kind and tender recep- 
tion, that announces the eafy and in- 
dulgent father, and would have given 
him courage. Under the name of re- 
fpect, care was taken to infpire him 
with a dread of me, that ftifled his 
complaints. ‘Thus flighted, chaftifed 
feverely, and on every frivolous pre- 
tence; jealous above all of the pre- 
ference fhewn to his brothers, and 
comparing in his little wounded heart, 
the complaifance they experienced 
with the rigorous treatment he had to 
fuffer; he became from day to day 
more fad and peevifh. I compleated 
the fouring of his temper by cruel 
reproof. He thought himéelf flighted 
by me; he thought himfelf hated by 
his father; and nature thus lofing her 
laft hope and her lait confolation, he 
fell into a ftate of ftupid defpondency, 
that was taken for an obftinate deter- 
mination to apply to nothiog. 

<< [ fometimes reafoned with him ; 
but in a harfh unpleafant manner; I 
fcolded him, and while he liftened to 
me, ] faw the tears itanding in his 
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eyes, which my lirs, wretched father 
that I was, Caght fometimes at leaft 
to have dried! but I attributed his 
filence, which was that of defpair, to 
a hardened and ftubborn di(pofition. 
Alas! the hardnefs was all on my 
fide. At laft I fent him out of my 
fight, and then it was that he became 
indeed untoward. Poor boy! what 
flights was he obliged to fuffer and 
put up with ! 

«« His nurfe’s arms were his only 
afylum; and when fhe came to fee 
him, he threw himfelf headlong into 
them, and bathed her bofom with his 
tears. ‘*O my good nurfe! O my 
only mother !” would he fay, fobbing 
aloud, «« I have nobody but you in the 
world; you alone have pity on me; 
but why did you fuckle me? Why 
did my own mother, my mother, 
alas! that I have loft, why did the 
bring me into the world? Why did 
not both of you {mother me in my 
cradle? Poor orphan that I am! for 
what elie am 1? I am deftitute of 
both father and mother. There isno 
more a father for me; a ftep-mother 
has hardened his heart againit a fon 
that is not hers.” His nurfe ufed to 
burft into tears, kifs him, and give 
him the beft confolation Her tender- 
nefs could fuggeft; but nothing could 
appeafe him; and to complete her 
cruelty, my wife having been ap- 
prized of the forrowful fcenes that 
pafied between my fon, and his nurfe 
Juliana, and forefeeing that fhe would 
perhaps inform me of them, forbade 
her the houfe. 

«My fon heard it. He was then 
twelve years old, and his paflions had 
acquired ftrength. He broke out, for 
the firit time, into violent reproaches 
againft his mother-in-law, and told 
her, ‘that out of refpect for me he 
had endured al} her other injuitice ; 
but to envy him his lait and only con- 
folation, to prevent his fecing his 
nurfe, that not even the fhadow of a 
mother might remain, was a trait of 
barbarity of which none but a ftep- 
mother could be capable, and that 
fiace fhe was no better than a fury to 


4 


him, he was determined to get out of 
her way. Prevail,” faid he, ‘ upon 
a father, whom your arts have ren- 
dered unnatural, prevail upon him 
to turn me out of his houfe : it is the 
only favour that his child requires.” 

** You will take it for granted, that 
the abufe was the only part of thefe 
complaints ghat came to my ears. 4 
Sicp-mother, a fury, an unnatural fas 
ther 3 See,” faid my wife, “ fee 
how at twelve years old, he fpeaks 
of you and me. # afi you, and I 
am grieved myfelf to {ee fuch a dif- 
pofition ina child. But nature in fo 
tender an age is not perhaps inflex‘. 
ble. I have heard of a worthy man 
in a priory, near the foreft of Lyons, 
who takes children to board with him, 
and brings them up with the greateft 
care. He has above all the gift of 
correcting their difpofition, renderin; 
the moft fubborn tempers gentle rm 
fimple.” She then mentioned feveral 
inftances, and feeing me overwhelmed; 
«« There is no help for it,” faid fhe, 
“it is an evil whence good may 
fpring. Your fon’s mind announces 
a great deal of energy ; but it muft 
be maftered, if you do not with to fee 
his fiery temper lead him to commit 
the moft dreadful excefles.” 

*«* What could I oppofe to this ad- 
vice, perfuaded as I was that my fon’s 
violence was natural to him. I con- 
fented to his leaving the houfe, which 
he himfelf feemed to defire. A vil- 
lage, a folitude in the heart of a fo- 
reit, nothing feemed to fhake his re- 
folution. 

«« The day of his departure, when 
he came to take leave of me, he ad- 
vanced with a ferious and fteady air 
that would have furprifed me in a 
man, ‘ Go, fon,” faid I, “go and 
learn to govern your temper, and come 
back fome time hence with more do- 
cility and moderation. Give me a 
kifs, and bid me farewell.” —It was 
at this moment that his poor heart 
was burfling. Inftead of throwing 
himfelf into my arms, he fell at my 
feet, and took my hand. Ah! my 
good friend, I think I ftill feel = 
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this hand, the impreffion of his burn- 
ing lips. « You are not then unfeel- 
ing,” faid I, feeing him half ftifled 
by his fobs ?—** Unfeeling! I! Ah! 
my good father,” faid he, in the moft 
affecting tone. ‘ Well,” rejoined I, 
«* if you be well difpofed, if you love 
your father, pramife him to mend.”— 
Mend!” faid he, in a faltering 
voice. ‘What then i@the crime of 
your child? Is it the having ” 
Here he ftopped, and looking up at 
me with an expreffion that pierced me 
to the heart; “ Father,” faid he, 
‘* my dear father, in the name of her 
who is dead and gone, give your 
blefling to your child, who is going to 
leave you.” He was at my feet, and 
while I bade heaven blefs him, he be- 
dewed them with his tears. 

«< I was as much affected as he, and 





’ nature, which pleaded in his looks, 


and in my heart, was about to recon- 
cile us: my arms were opened, and 
his pardon was upon my lips. Alas! 
one word more, and what a world of 
torments fhould I have avoided. 

« At that moment his mother-in- 
law’ made ier appearance with her 
two children. ‘ Rife, fon,” faid I, 
«kifs your mother’s hand, and afk 
the continuance of her kindnefs.”” At 
thefe words his tears ftopped, his 
whole foul took fire, and a look of 
indignation was the only farewell my 
wife received from him. I bade him 
embrace his brothers; but he pufhed 
them fcornfully away, and fell again at 
my-feet. ‘ Father,” faid he, “ for- 

ive me! I love and revere you; 
But do not force me to kifs the hand 
that opprefles me; do not order me 
to embrace”—** Get up, unfatural 
child,” faid I, “I no longer own 
you ;” and when he was walking away 
with the wildnefs of defpair upon his 
countenance, I exclaimed, “ Let him 
go, and never let him appear before 
my face again.” 

«« What I had feen of the fire and 
harfhnefs of his temper, the perfuafion 
I was in that his hatred of his mother- 
in-law was unjuft, and my hopes that 
his removal from home, with riper 


years, and the affiduity of a good 
matter, would correct his bad temper; 
all this, I fay, foftened the impreffion 
his departure made upon my mind, 
and caufed his abfence to appear ad- 
vantageous both to him and myfelf, 

«< But the fatal prepoffeffion that had 
ruined him in his father’s opinion, 
was equally injurious to him in that 
of his tutor, ‘The worthy man was a 
compofition of mufic and pedantic 
manners. You may imagine how he 
went about correcting a fpirit that was 
reprefented to him as ungovernable, 
and which, if he could not bend, he 
was ordered to break. A fevere and 
tirefome difcipline, a rough manner, 
with ftri&t and rigorous rules, for ever 
attended by threats and chaftifement ; 
every thing, in fhort, that is moft 
oppreffive in power, and moft painful 
in flavery, was the fyftem of education 
to which my fon was fubjeéted. His 
feelings were hurt by it, and he con- 
ceived an averfion for every thing im- 
pofed by fo hard a tafk-maiter. 

«But what afflicted him the moft 
was his being told, whenever he com- 
plained of the conftraint and rigour of 
his fituation, that fuch was the will of 
a juftly-irritated father. <¢* Juftly ir- 
ritated !’” would he exclaim, thedding 
tears; “ ah! if he had known, if he 
could but know the heart of his child ! 
Curfe on the wretches who have thus 
envenomec the heart of a kind parent. 
Curfe on the ferpent whofe poifon is 
inftilled into it every day, and all day 
long!” And when his matter re- 
proached him with hating ttudy, he 
ufed to anfwer ; “no, it 1s not ftudy 
that I hate, ’tis life; nor do I know 
why I fo long defer my deliverance.” 

«* Severe as his mafter was, he was 
neverthelefs obliged fometimes to re- 
lax a little, to appeafe him. My fon 
was therefore allowed now and then 
fome moments for diverfion; but the 
only ufe he made of his liberty was to 
feek folitude ; and when he was found 
there immerged in his gloomy melan- 
choly, and aiked the caufe, he ufed to 
fay, “« he was fick.’—«* And where is 
your complaint ?”—* It is here,” an- 
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fivered he, ftriking his bofom at the 
lace where his heart was beating. 

« If I had then known what I have 
known fince, I fhould have been {ca- 
fible of my injuftice, and fhould have 
gone, in {pite of my V fife, to embrace 
and confole miy unhappy boy. A fin- 
gle carefs, a mark of | indnefs fiom 
me, would have changed his difpofi- 
tion: he would have grown gentle 
and affeCtionate in my arms. ‘Bat it 
was never to me that his mafter wrote ; 
and the moft afflicting paff ages of his 
letters were the only ones I jaw. But 
a trait of cruelty 1 cannot pardon, 
even to the fhade of her who was 


guilty of it, was the keeping back of 


the letters that my fon wrote to ine in 
the paroxy{ms of his grief. 

“‘ It was the defpair to which my 
filence reduced him, that made him 
take his laft refolution. He ran away; 
and the vicinity of the foreit of Lyons 
favouring his flight, a fingle night 
enabled him to batile the purfuit of a 
man, whofe means of fending after 
him were but f{mall. 

«* When I received the news of his 
efcape, or perhaps of his death, | felt 
the fhock that fo fatal an accident 
mutt occafion in the mind of a father. 
But my wife had addrefs enough to 
divert my grief, by pretending to 


look upon this event as a piece of 


youthful folly, and by afluring me that 
in a few days my fon wouid either be 
brought back, or would return of his 
own accord. Inthe mean time, we 
agreed to keep the matter private, 
though I did not {pare my endeavours 
to find him out. ‘The idea that gave 
a wrong direCtion to my fearch, was 
the fuppofition that he might be gon 
on board a merchant fhip, as ‘tion 
happens to the children of low people, 
I wrote to all the fea-ports, and fent 
thither his defcription, although I did 
not name him. But the moft exact 
and diligent enquiries were all to no 
purpofe, and at the e nd of fix months 
deceitful hopes, I fell into the affiiét- 
ing perfuaiion that my fon was no 
more, 

¢ No means were neglected to dif- 
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pel my grief, and to divert my ten- 
dernefs and attention to the bringing 
“ of my two remaining children 

under my own infpedtion. But, as 
if nature had been refolved to revenge 
a fep-mother’s crueity, both her fons 
were carried off by a rapid infection. 
‘That contagion, which in our cli- 

mates is fo fatal in the early periods 
of life, fciz@ them both together 3 
and their inconfo'able mother foon 
followed them to the grave. 

Thus was I left alone, over- 
whelmed with forrow; but as I did 
not think my/elf to blame, I fhould 
have had fortitude enough to bear 
with pa:ience all the rigour of my 
fate, if heaven, which leaves nothing 
unpunifhed, had not made me difco- 
ver, at the bottom of a bureau, the 
affecting letters that my unfortunate 
fon had written to me during his 
exile, and that my wife had conceal- 
ed. Ah! my ‘dear friend,’ it was 
from that moment that my bofom was 
haunted by the deep and. poignant 
grief, of which you faw me the prey. 

*¢ In what a ityle were thofe letters 
written! I recolleét the Taft, and will 
repeat it. to you: “ What, my dear 
father,” {aid he, “ will you never af- 
ford a word of cenfolation to your 
unhappy child? Ten letters, couched 
in the moii tender and fuppliant terms ; 
ten letters, bathed in the tears of an 
unoffending ton, whofe only requett 
is that you will ceafe to hate him, 
could not obtain that laft favour. O, 
fir, write me the confolatory words, 
the words that will reftore me to life, 
«My child, 1 do not hate you.” I 
will kifs the facred characters a thou- 
fand times a day. They hall be im- 
granted upon my lips, and engraved 
on my heart. ‘That heart overfiows 
with refpect and tendernefs for you. 
It is not of you that it complains. 
Ceafe then any longer to rend it by 
your unkindnels. It has hitherto had 
the fortitude to bear every thing ; but 
the filence, the negleét, the forgetful- 
nefs, or the hatred of a father, is an 
evil it is unable to fupport. I feel it 


will foon fink under the burthen.”’ 
‘ Figure 
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_ © Figure to yourfelf, if it be pofii- 
ble,” continued Monf. de Vaneville, 
« the excefs of my grief and indigna- 
tion. What could have been more 
criminal than to intercept my fon’s 
letters; to make im believe that I 
had given him up, and me that he 
braved my refentment. It is to you 
alone that I have reveajed this fatal 
fecret.” ; 

“© See,” fays Voltaire, ** how the 
kindeft and the mof tender fentiment 
of nature, the affection of a mother 
for her children, becomes, in its ex- 
cefs, baneful and atrocious.”--‘ Alas !” 
faid Vauvenarque, * all the paflions 
are the offspring of felf-love, and to 
be unjuft and cruel, they need only 
refemble their parent.” 

«« The old gentleman,” continued 
Cideville, then related to me how he 
was haunted in his folitary abode by 
the moft excruciating reflections. « I 
recollected,” faid he, ‘* a thoufand 
traits of the hatred that this unjuf 
woman had conceived againft my fon, 
and which I ought to have perceived 
through all their difguifes.. 

©] was angry with myfelf for hav- 
ing given way to fuch infatuation. I 
fometimes upbraided Nature for not 
having pleaded in favour of my own 
blood; and fometimes, confidering 
myfelf as criminal for not liftening to 
her dictates, my refentment fell upon 
my own head. My houfe was hate- 
ful to me. The world, in which I 
fancied every eye enquired after my 
fon, became quite infupportable, and 
I then acquainted you with the refolu- 
tion I had taken to abandon it, and to 
hide myfelf from mankind. 

«« T was ready to fet off, when to 
complete the rending of my heart, 
Juliana, the nurfe of my unhappy fon, 
having heard that I had loft him, 
came to me all difconfolate, and in the 
effufion of her grief difclofed the fecret 
of their converfations. Never did 
father fuffer as I did, while liftening 
to her. In thefe declarations I re- 
cognized all the mortifications and 
difgufts he had laboured under, with- 
eut ever having ventured to utter a 
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complaint. I perceived that cruelly 
as his heart had been tortured, his 
affection and refpect for me had ever 
remained unalterable. I perceived, 
in fhort, that I had been an unkind 
father to the beitof children, « And 
perhaps he is no more,” cried I, 
throwing myfelf back in my chair, 
«© T am the caufe of his death.” 

«« The poor woman, mingling her 
tears with mine, endeavoured to cone 
foleme.” ‘ No, fir,” {aid fhe, « un- 
lefs any one has had the cruelty to lay 
violent hands upon him, which hea- 
ven forbid I fhould believe, or fome 
accident fhould have fhortened his 
days, your fon cannot be dead. Twen- 
ty times have I heard him, in the 
violence of his forrow, declare, that 
if his life were his own, he would have 
taken his refolution ; but inftantly the 
amiable youth, lifting up his eyes 
and hands to heaven, would cry out, 
*« No, my life is thine, O God! thou 
hait conferred this gloomy and pain- 
ful exiftence upon me, and thou alone 
haft a right to recall the giit. But,’ 
added he, “ thou art witneiS to what 
I endure; in retribution reftore me 
ere long my father’s kindnefs, and in 
his arms I will forget all my fuffer- 
ings.” 

**[ began then to entertain fome 
hopes; but I was.ever figuring to 
myfelf what hardfhips my fon might 
yet undergo, and all comfort was 
banifhed from my heart. I confidered 
giving way to the leaft effufion of joy 
as a criminal indulgence; a frugal 
and ruftic manner of living was fill 
too full of enjoyment; nor could I 
forgive myfelf the moments of di- 
verfion which the culture of my gar- 
den afforded in mitigation of my for- 
row. ‘This labour,” faid J, «is vo- 
luntary and grateful, while that to 
which meceflity has condemned my 
fon is hard and unremitting. I amufe 
myfelf in ornamenting a fertile {pot, 
and he perhaps is forrow fully occupied 
in clearing a rugged and ungrateful 
foil, and watering it with the fweat 
of his brow. My table will be. co- 
vered with plenty of fimple viands, 
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while I know not but a morfel of 
bread, of coarfe bread, with no other 
feafoning than his tears, may fome- 
times be denied him. How do I 
know, but, on board a veffel, at the 
mercy of the waves, tofled about by 
tempefts, and {pent with the fatigue 


' of the day, his nightly flumber may 


be broken by the ftorm, while I go 
to enjoy the {weets of a tranquil re- 
pofe?—O, no—it was not tranquil, 
the image of my fon, purfuing me con- 
tinually, broke my reft. At table I 
fancied I faw him ftanding pale and 
languid before me, and every thing I 
tafted loft its relifh. Shall I tell you 
all? Whenever I was alone, and im- 
prefied with the idea of his image, 
the tears ftreamed from my eyes. I 
ftretched out my arms to my fon, and 
afked his pardon. 


«« Thus, my friend, did I pafs three 
years of my life in this folitude, par- 
taking of the labours of the rude in- 
habitants, to whom Nature has given 
joy in recompence, but.who were af- 
flitted at my forrow; and, believe 
me, I-have but imperfectly defcribed 
this long and mournful fcene of pa- 
rental griefp this tedious night of 
fortow. 

“* In the mean while, what was be- 
come of my fon, and how did I find 
him? This is what he will himfelf re- 
late, when you are alone together.” 

‘ The young couple and their friend 
having now joined us, we directed our 
fteps toward the rifing ground, whence 
we enjoyed a view of rural labours, 
magnificently terminated by a fine 
fetting fun.’ ; 

[To be concluded in our next. ] 


THOUGHTS ON HONESTY. 


HONE ST Y is a word on every 
tongue; but a virtue by no 
means the pofleflor of every heart. 
Its acceptation, as a term, is fufi- 
ciently underftood; but with its ex- 
tent, as a moral duty, not many 
are enough acquainted. It is the 
duty of all, yet the prattice, in emi- 
nent degrees, of very few. It implies 
much more than the oppofite of fraud 
and injuftice: it nearly relates to, and 
is deeply conne€ted with, all our mo- 
tives, thoughts, acts, and employ- 
ments; and fhould be confidered as 
refpecting the charafter and circum- 
ftances, no lefs than the property, of 
our neighbour. ‘To be honeft, is to 
a& invariably with trath and juftice: 
this will affeét both ourielves and 
others ; and fpread its influence through 
all our connexions. And in'the prac- 
tice of it, it is by no means fufficient 
that we are jut in our pecuniary tran- 
factions, or that we fulfil our engage- 
ments of a commercial nature. Much, 
very much more than this is implied 
therein. Jt primarily refpects our- 
felves; muft originate in our own 
yreafts. Not our actions only, but our 
motives, muti be hone!l, or we cannot, 


with propriety, appropriate the exalted 
title of what Mr. Pope has termed 
* the nobleft work of God.’ From 
our interior muft our actions fpring, 
in order to conftitute them virtues ; 
otherwife they cannot be honeft and 
upright, refpecting their intentions : 
in defect of this, they only become 
fimple actions, which-nay, under dif- 
ferent circumftances, be done from 
any, and from oppofite motives. 
Many commercial men are ftriétly 
honeft thus far, who would be other- 
wife, if it were found equally confiftent 
with their reputation. Many men are 
externally and publicly honeft, as well 
as generous, who are known privately 
and internally to be otherwife. Can 
thefe be termed either honeft or ge- 
nerous men, whatever their actions, 
excited by fordid and felfith views, 
may be? It muft, moreover, refpect 
our neighbour: it becomes our duty 
to practice the golden rule of our Sa- 
viour, of doing to others as we would 
they fhould do tous. As we are to 
detign and intend, fo we are to act 
and practice no difhonefty. Yet how 
few do this? In our daily commerce 
with each other, how little is this at- 

tended 
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tended to! How exceeding few are 
willing, in dealing, to give as much 
for an article as it is fairly worth, if 
it can be obtained at a lower rate? Is 
this dealing honeftly ; or is it doing 
as we would be done by ?. Who withes 
not to make of a commodity he has 
to difpofe of, as much as it is fairly 
worth? Yet how rarely do we fee a 
man willing to give h's neighbour the 
fame advantage, if he can otherwife 
get it? Is this putting our neighbour 
in the fame fcale with ourfelves, or 
loving him as ourfelves? Do we not 
act fraudulently whenever we obtain 
any thing for lefs than it is juflly 
worth, efpecially when advantage is 
taken either of his ignorance or of his 
neceflity ? Is not, in fuc.. a cafe, fo 


much as we gain by the bargain, an 
aftual fraud and robbery, againit 
which the feller is unable to defend 
himfelf, by reafon of prefling circum- 
ftances? Or is this the exaét mea- 
fure we fhould ourfelves with to have 
meafured to us in like circumfances ? 
How void of real honedy, not to fay 
of charity, are the common dealings 
of men with each other? How few 
are ftrictly honeft charaéters among 
men, if this be a rule? And how 
many act by its direction ? How few 
in the moft common adcions of lite 
do to others, as they would that they 
fhould do to them? Yet thefe cail 
themfelves Chriftians ! 
Morais. 


The CuttivaTion of Puitosopuy, or Virtuous SENSIBILITY 
neceflary to CoNSISTENCY of CHARACTER and ConpuctT: da 
Effay, illuftrated by an afftéting Story, founded on fact. 


T has been generally fuppofed, that 
a philofophical turn of mind, or a 
difpottion to fympathy, or as it is 
ufually, though fomewhat confufedly 
denominated, fenfibility, are qualities 
fo innate, and fo little dependent upon 
the exertions and volition of the indi- 
viduals in whom they are found, that 
little praife, in a moral point of view, 
can attach itfelf to the characters of 
men on tlieir account. I am, how- 
ever, of an entirely different opinion, 
and am, indeed, almoft tempted to 
believe that there is fcarcely a perfon 
of either fex, by whom an amiable 
degree, either of the one or other of 
thefe principles, might not with pro- 
per attention be attained; and even 
in the compafs of my own acquaint- 
ance, I have fometimes with a figh 
beheld perfons who, by the attain- 
ment of both, might have prefented 
to the world the nobleft fpecimens of 
the perfeétion of character, to which 
human nature can afpire, fink, for 
want of proper cultivation, into the 
degraded ftate, where fcarcely either 
the one or the other is difcoverable 
to any effectual degree, 


Appetentius is a youth to whom 
Nature has been partial in the diftri- 
bution of mental powers; and who, 
at a period fo early as before the paf- 
fions which ufually flamp the cha- 
raéters of men had begun, in any 
confiderable degree, to unfold them- 
felves, gave feveral friking proofs of 
genius and underftanding, which ex- 
cited the admiration of all who knew 
him ; and as thefe marks of ability 
were feconded by an unutual degree of 
application to claflical ftudy, the ex- 
pectations of his friends were naturally 
raifed ; and all began to look forward, 
with the molt flattering hopes, to the 
maturer years of a youth, who neg- 
lected the {ports and paftimes of his 
companions, to devour the beauties 
of ancient lore, or pour forth his in- 
ventive faculties in flrains of moral 
and religious meditation. 

Thefe expeétations, neverthelefs, 
have not been realized: for, too much 
confined to the fociety of perfons, who 
have few gratifications but thofe of 
fordid indulgence, and encouraged by 
the interefted prudence of thofe who 
fheuld have infpired him with nobler 
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fentiments, to form conneétions, which, 
how advantageous foever they may 
prove, in a pecuniary point of view, 
are little calculated either to feed and 
ftimulate his mind, or to improve his 
morals and deportment, he was early 
betrayed to the fottifh tyranny of ap- 
petite, which damped the generous 
fires of his dawning ambitions, re- 
laxed the finews of induftry and refo- 
lution, which time ought ftill more 
firmly to have braced, and blunted in 
fome degree the fine feelings fo 
friendly at once to genius and virtue: 
fo that, except thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the former efforts of his 
genius, few would at prefent fufpect 
Appetentius of being a youth of any 
endowments, much above the common 
mafs of mercantile capacity. 

It is true, he ftill, among others, 
poflefles an appetite for fam.2; but 
this, like the reft, is not very refined, 
and feems to prefer obtaining applaute 
by finifter means, or from thofe whofe 
approbation can confer no credit, to 
the toil of earning a liberal admiration 
by facrificing fuch indulgences as are 
incompatible with ftudy, or confining 
himfelf to fuch application and pur- 
fuit, as are abfolutely requiute to en- 
fure any confiderabie approximation 
to excellence, whatcver may be the 
original powers and energy of the 
mind. 

His moral capacitics are under the 
fame unhappy domizion of his fenfes, 
Tt is true, he fill continues faithful to 
his early and difinterefted attach- 
ments, with whom he once delighted 
to fhare the intel'eftual banquet; but 
revelry and debauch too often lead 
him to far different feaits. He has 
fill all the franknefs and eafy gene- 
rofity of youth, and will readily thar 
his purfe, either with a friend or with 
an object of misfortune ; but money is 
principally regarded by him, as a mi- 
niiter cf senfual enjoyment and giddy 
pleafure ; and to purchafe thefe, he 
will fometimes purfue emolument with 
an avidity ill-fuited to his juvenile 
years, and count over his expected 
gains, with the arithmetical accuracy 
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rg 


of an old money-lender—upow good 
Jecurities ; though, at the fame time, 
he has neither the vivacity nor the 
taite with which men of genius ge- 
nerally decorate their pleafures, and 
from which the diffipations of youth 
feem principally to derive their ftrong 
and dangerous allurements. 

So motley a character may rather 
be confidered as deformed by acci- 
dent, than corrupted by irsentional 
vicioufnefs, or abandoned to fyftema- 
tic depravity. To make it every 
thing that can be expected of human 
nature, nothing more feems requifite 
than the addition of that acute, that 
delicate fympathy, which, fpurning 
the groffnefs of fenfual appetite, feeks 
fur enjoyment in exercifing the feel- 
ings of benevolence and compaffion ; 
or that cool and manly philofophy, 
which abitraéts itfelf from the fordid 
idolatry of {elfithnefs, to foar, on 
Reafon’s wing, in fearch of the ge- 
nuine lovelinefs and divinity of 
truth. 

Appetentius, (who, from his in- 
fancy, has been too much confined 
among people, who have no idea of 
any dittin€tions but thofe conferred 
by money, and who know of no other 
ufe of money but to enable its pof- 
fefiors to eat and drink expenfively) 
has become immoderately attached to 
his bottle, and the luxuries of the ta- 
ble, and can neglect without remorfe, 
Horace and Virgil, Socrates or An- 
toninus, for any fottifh blockhead who 
invites him to bear a part in thefe en- 
joyments; and thouga he is delighted 
with the fentimental ribaldry of Sterne, 
it is evident, that with him, as with 
that celebrated writer, the language 
of fenfibility, and the delineations of 
extravagant tendernefs, are little other 
than fpices to ftimulate his defires, 
or apologies for the indulgence of 
pafions he does not choofe to be at 
the trouble to fubdue. 

Such is the prefent, and I fear the 
permanent character of a youth, who, 
with the training of a proper educa- 
tion, might have been, and by the 
bold exertion of his judgment, may 

yet 
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yet become an ornament to fcience and 
human nature: for the capacities of 
feeling, no more than the capacities 
of reafon and of fancy, were with- 
held from the catalogue of his natural 
endowments,—as the following nar- 
rative (at the fame time that it fhews 
the grofs degree of degradation, to 
which appetite may fink the human 
character) will fufficiently evince. 
Among other circumftances that 
gave hopes of the reformation of Ap- 
peteatius, was an early attachment to 
an amiable young female, who wanted 
neither inclination to exert her influ- 
ence in the behalf of virtue, nor, ex- 
cept in the prefent inftance, judgment 
to difcern where. fuch exertion was 
required. But as itis the mind, and 
not appetite, that generally {peaks in 
epiftolary correfpondence, the moral 
and fentimental appeals of the lover, 
foon gained fo entire an afcendency 
over the partial heart of Pathetica, 
that little is now to he expected from 
that quarter, but the flattering at- 
tenticns, which have rather a diipofi- 
tion to feed the vanity than to correct 


the foibles of a head!trong youth. 

To this fair one, my hero conti- 
nues to be attached with ail the ar- 
dour common to his tender years, 
and all the purity confiftent with bis 


chara&ter. ‘That this latter is not 
very eminent, the reader will natu- 
rally conclude from the fketch already 
given; and I blufh for the depravity 
of human nature, while I re!ate an 
incident which will render it ftill more 
evident. 

The lover, not a very confiderable 
time ago, afterhaving (as is his cuf- 
tom) circulated the gla{s pretty fiee- 
ly, in a large party at his own houfe, 
on a day when his Pathetica was 
among the number of his mother’s and 
his fffer’s vifitors, felt himfelf called 
upon, by the pleafing cuftoms of gal- 
lantry, to conduét his miftrefs home 
at the appointed hour ; and accord- 
ingly quitted, with elated heart, his 
boon (that is, intoxicated) companions, 
for that purpofe ; and, for once in his 
life, left without regret his wine of 
Oporto, and his Spaniih olives. 
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The foft reflection of the lunar beam 
illuminated the clean and noifelefs 
ftreets. ‘The ferenity of the tky feen 
above the lofty walls, and through 
the fpacious avenues toward the welt 
end of the metropolis, together with 
the gentle preffure of the feeble hand, 
naturally, at fuch an hour, clinging 
to the pro ecling arm it loved, awak- 
ened all the tendernefs of the heart, 
and prompted the ready tongue of 
Appetentius to pour forth all the vows 
which love and wine could injpire ; 
fo that the litening fair-one, incapa- 
ble of marking the filent lapfe of time, 
continued walking backward’ and for- 
ward for more than an hour, paft the 
door of her parents, before /Ze had 
refolution to acend the fteps, and 
knock for undefired admittance; or 
de, with a thoufand proteftations of 
pure and unalterable conftancy, to 
quit her fair and ¢ half-unwilling wil- 
ling’ hand, and bid her farewell. 

But ¢ Love is a jeit, and vows are 
wind,’ fays Prior. 

Appetentius had not proceeded 
more than the length of a couple of 
fireets, from the pot where he left 
the /ole object of his tender thoughts, 
when he was greeted by one of thofe 
unhappy victims of fhame and mifery, 
whom the pride of unfeeling relations 
precludes from the retreats of repent- 
ance, and whom the policy of Britith 
laws leaves to rove at large, to feduce 
the youthful and unwary. 

The perfon of Victima was at- 
traciively elegant; and recent depra- 
vity had not yet deftroyed the’ allur- 
ing delicacy of youth; fo that it was 
not dificult for the heated fancy of 
Appetentius, as there was fome cor- 
re{pondence of fize and form, to trace 
in the unfortunate courtezan fome re- 
femblance of the amiable miftrefs, 
from whom he had fo recently parted. 
Tendernefs and compaffion were con- 
fequently the firft impreffions, and, 
under the mafk of thefe, he fuffered 
thofe difloyal defires to fteal upon his 
heart, which, had they openly at- 
tacked him, he would perhaps with 
no great difficulty have refifted. In 
fhort, curiofty and fympathy were 

fucceeded 


. 
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fucceeded by appetite, and the fenfual 
youth fuffered himfelf to be conducted 
to one of thofe manfions, whofe ex- 
iftence even vice itfelf has but too 
many reafons to deplore. 

It has been juiily, or (as fome 
will have it) romantically obferved, 
that there is a charm in ferious af- 
ection which frequentiy operates as a 
prefervative of virtue; which in the 
prefent inflance was forcibly illuf- 
trated; for here (even in this unhal- 
lowed retreat) te ideal form of his 
Pathetica intruded, and damped the 
unhallowed fires of the youth. And 
when he beheld the woeful obje& of 
his incontinent defires, tum filently 
away to wipe off the ftarting tears that 
dimmed the over-acted vivacity of her 
features, the touch of fenfibility vi- 
brated fadly at his heart, and he re- 
called to mind all the too-much neg- 
legted leffons of that tender monitrets. 

He fat down, penfively, upon a 
chair; and, afier fome moments of 
filence, * You are unhappy,’ faid he, 
with a figh, and look of unufual be- 
nignity; ‘ poor girl! you are un- 
happy, and bring not your heart to 
the plea(ures to which you are com- 
pelled to adminifter.’ 

The unhappy Victima was over- 
powered with the nature and manner 
of this addrefs. The voice of fym- 
pathy had never before vibrated with- 
in thofe walls, where a bloated ty- 
- rant fattened upon the vices fhe could 
no longer enjoy, and the fons of re- 
velry and debauch reeled to unparti- 
cipated joy. She burt into tears. 

‘Oh! fir—I am not ufed to this. 
I never dreamed of it. Though fuf- 
ceptible, too fufceptible, of the frail- 
ties of nature, I never thought to 
have been dependent on indifcrimi- 
nate ’— 

She could fay no more. The fwell- 
ing torrents of fhame and anguifh 
ftopped her utterance. Appetentius 
endeavoured to confole her. < Alas!’ 


faid the, ‘were not others more in- 
fenfible to the voice of nature, than F 
to that of virtue, I fhould not row 
receive the firit faint gleam of confo- 
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lation from a ftranger’s pity. Would 
you believe—no, you, who thus feel 
for a ftranger’s fufferings, never can 
believe that no farther off than the 
village of E 
a refpectable uncle (if opulence can 





create refpect, where the feelings o/ 


nature are abfent) who might, but 
who would not, fave me from my 
ruin.’ 

If Appetentius was interefted at the 
mention of a place, with all the be. »- 


tiful fcenery of which-(to him rea- § 


dered claffical by the defcriptive mufe 
of a friend) he was fo intimately ac- 
quainted, what was his farprife when 
he heard her mention, in proof of her 
veracity, a fchool to which his vilits 


» I have an uncle— § 


SE 


had to often been directed, and when, | 


unconfcious to whom fhe {poke, among 
the teachers and {cho'ars with whom 


fhe had been intimate a few years { 
before, fhe repeated the names of his | 


filter and the dear object of his love, 
together with circumfances of the 
truth of which he himfelf was not un- 
conicious ! 


* Ah litile did I think,’ faid the, by 


fobbing, ‘when I fported with the 
innocent Serena, and warned 
biooming Pathetica of thofe bafe de- 
figns, which it was notorious to half 
the village that the licentious hufband 
of her governefs entertained againit 
her honour, that I fhould ever ina 
few thort years become an object from 
whom both would turn with indigna- 
tion and contempt.’ 

I have already given the reader te 
underftand that the heart of Appeten- 
tius was by no means conftitutionally 
hoitile to the impreffions of fenfibility, 
aay more than his head was incompe- 
tent to the cultivation of philofophy ; 
but as the latter was neglected, fo did 
the other, by its tranfient occurrence 
and evanefcence, but too much afiume 
the appearance of humour and caprice; 
filling up, at times, the vacuum of 
fatiated appetite, and too eften giv- 
ing way to its imperious dictates. 
The fympathetic power, however, 
never more forcibly exerted itfelf in 


his bofom than during the ejaculation 
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repeated ; fo that the fentence which 
ftruck him with filent aftonifhment, 
awakened, at the fame time, the moft 
tender feelings of humanity and com- 
paffion. . 

Suppreffing, therefore, his perfonal 
jntereft in what he had heard, and 
anxious to know if any thing might 


a8t 


be done to refcue an involuntary vic- 
tim from the cruel immolation of 
public infamy, he began, as foon as — 
he could fufficiently colleé& himfelf, to 
enquire into the circumftances of her 
ftory. 


[To be concluded in our next.] 


An Account of Essex: With a neat and accurate Map of 
that County. 


SS EX is bounded, on the north, 
by Suffolk and part of Cam- 
bridgefhire; on the weft, by Hert- 
fordthire and Middlefex ; on the fouth, 
by Kent; and, on the eaft, by the 
German Ocean. It is feparated from 
Suffolk by the river Stour, from Mid- 
dlefex by the Lea, and from Kent by 
the Thames: from part of Hertford- 
fhire it is divided by the Stort and 
the Lea. Its greateft length, from 
eaft to weft, is fixty-one miles, 
and its greateft breadth, from north 
to fouth, fifty miles. It contains 20 
hundreds, 24 market towns, and 415 
parifhes. It fends eight members to 
parliament ; two for the county, and 
fix for Colchefter, Harwich, and Mal- 
den. 

Effex is the moft fouthern of the 
three counties on the ealtern coaft, 
which together form a tame continued 
trat of vaft extent, undiftinguifhed 
by any confiderable eminence or ridge, 
but in general fufficiently elevated to 
be dry and arable, and rich in the 
various produtts of agriculture. The 
road from London to Norwich by 
Newmarket, which paffes along the 
weftern fides of Effex and Suffolk to 
the middle of Norfolk, a diftance of 
one hundred and eight miles, is more 
level and unvaried in its furface than 
any traét of ground of equal length in 
the kingdom. 

Effex poffeffes, however, a variety 
of foil and face of country. Its fouth- 
weftern part is chiefly occupied by 
Epping Foreft. This was formerly 
called the Foreft of Effex, by way of 
eminence ; for it once comprehended 


almoft the whole county. It appears 
afterward to have extended only from 
the Thames to Hatfield Broad Oak, 
and from the river Lea to Brentwood 
and Ongar. At prefent it includes 
only the half hundred of Waltham, 
and fome parts of the hundreds of 
Becontree and Ongar. The river 
Roding, running parallel to the Lea, 
fertilizes this part of the county, which 
is famous for its butter, fold fora high 
price in London under the name of 
Epping butter. 

Northward the country becomes 
more open and uneven, Saffron Wal- 
den, in this part, by its name, fhows 
the product for which it is famous. 
Saffron, which was formerly culti- 
vated in various parts of the king- 
dom, is now grown almoft folely be- 
tween this place and Cambridge, in 
a circuit of about ten miles. A rich 
light foil and dry country are peculiarly 
adapted to this plant. ‘The Englith 
faffron has always been in high efti- 
mation. 

The middle of Effex is in general 
a fine corn country, varied with gen- 
tle inequalities of furface, and {prinkled 
with woods. Toward the fea-coatt 
it gradually declines into marfhy 
grounds, broken by arms of the fea 
into iflands, and frequently inundated. 
What are called « The Hundreds,’ 
which include only the hundreds of 
Rochford and Dengy, were formerly 
deeméd extremely unwholefome ; but 
the great improvements in agricul- 
ture, in thefe parts, have, in a con- 
fiderable degree, obviated this ob- 
_ 3 and many parts of thefe 
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hundreds are not only rich in arable 
and paiture land, but beautiful in pro- 
fpect and fcenery. The farms in thefe 
parts are very large, and the farmers 
rich, and induftrious to improve their 
grounds by manuring with chalk, 
brought by fea from Kent. Numbers 
of calves are brought from all thefe 
parts of Effex to the London markets. 
The other parts of the county are 
efteemed as healthy as any of the 
neighbouring ones. 

The principal rivers properly be- 
longing to this county are, the Coln, 
rifing near Clare in Suffolk, and, after 
pafling Colchefter, emptying itfelf 
into a creek of the fea between Mer- 
fey ifland and the main. In the falt- 
water inlets and pools at the mouth of 
this river are bred the famous Col- 
chefter oyfters, fo well known as an 
article of commerce and luxury. 

The Blackwater takes its rife near 
Saffron Walden, and, flowing by 
Bocking, Coggefhall, and Kelvedon, 
difcharges itfelf at Malden into an 
arm of the fea. 

The Chelmer, fpringing near the 
fame place, winds through the mid- 
dle of the county, and, pafling by 


Dunmow and Chelmsford, terminates 
at Malden in the fame mouth with the 
former. 

The Crouch, after a fhort courfe 
on the fouth-eaftern fide, mixes with 
the fea among the marines of Burn- 
ham and Foulnefs ifle. ‘The Walfleet 
and Burnham oyfters are the product 
of its creeks and pits. 

The Roding, which enters the 
Thames near Barking, has been al- 
ready mentioned. 

The principal harbour on the Effex 
coaft is that of Harwich, fituated on a 
tongue of land oppofite to the united 
mouths of the Stour and Orwell. It 
affords an occafional fhelter to the 
coafting fleets continually pafling a- 
long thefe fhores, but has not much 
trade of its own. 

South of Harwich is the Naze, a 
hooked promontory, enclofing a few 
low iflands. From hence the land de- 
clines weftward, forming the funnel, 
which terminates in the mouth of the 
Thames. Befide the creeks already 
noticed, there is one within the mouth 
of the Thames, running up by the 
town and fmall port of Leigh, and 
forming Canvey ifie. 


Curicus PARTICULARS of the Lire of THOMAS PARR, the 
celebrated Centenary. 


MONG the valuable pamphlets 

in the Harleian Library, in the 
Britifh Mufeum, is one entitled, « The 
Old, Old, very Old Man; or, the 
Age and Long Life of Thomas Parr,’ 
&c. This life is written in verfe, and 
is dedicated to king Charles the firft, 
by John Taylor ; who, being one of 
his majefty’s watermen, is ufually 
ftyled the ¢ Water-Poet.’ He informs 
the king, that as he had had the 
greateft, the leaf, and the olde? of 
his fubjeéts, at his court, meaning 
William Evans, his gigantic porter ; 
little Jeffrey, the queen’s dwarf; and 
this Thomas Parr; he chofe the lat- 
ter, for the fubject of his mufe; and 
begs his majefty’s acceptance of this 

i 


defcription of his life, as he had re- 
ceived and read others of his poems. 
From this poetical life it appears, 
that Thomas Parr was the fon of John 
Parr, of Winnington, in the parifh 
of Alberbury in Shropfhire, and that 
he was born in the reign of king Ed- 
ward IV, in the year 1483. He lived 
with his father, who was a hufband- 
man at Winnington, till he was feven- 
teen years old, when he was fent to 
fervice, under a mafter of the fame 
calling, with whom he dwelt, till the 
death of his father, about the year 
1518; then, returning home, he se- 


fided upon the iarm, or lands, of 


which his father left him in pofieffion, 
till the leafe expired in 1522. He 
then 
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then renewed the leafe, for twenty- 
one years, of Mr. Lewis Porter ; 
and, when this ended, in 1543, he 


‘renewed it, a fecond time, for the 


fame term, of Mr. john Porter. In 
1563, Old Parr, being then four- 
fcore years of age, married Jane, a 
maiden, the daughter of John Taylor; 
by whom he had a fon and daughter, 
who both died very young. ‘The 
next year, 1564, his fecond leafe 
ending, he renewed, for the like 
term, of Mr. Hugh Porter. In 1585, 
ended his third leafe; and he took a 
leafe, for life, of John the fon of 
Hugh Porter. In 1588, being then 
aged one hundred and five years, 
«and having,’ fays our poetical bio- 
grapher, ‘a colt’s tooth in his head, 
he did penance in a white fheet, in 
Alderbury church, for lying with a 
handfome woman, named Katherine 
Milton, and getting her with child,’ 
In 1595, he buried his wife Jane, 
after they had lived together thirty- 
two years. Having continued a widow- 
er ten years, and being now one hundred 
twenty-two years of age, he married 
in 1605, Jane the widow of Anthony 
Adda, daughter of John Loyde, of 
the parith of Gillfels, in Montgomery- 
fhire; and they lived thirty years to- 
gether. But now, thinking that time 
might diminifh the ftrength of his te- 
nement, as it had increafed the value 
of his tenure, he was, for his wife’s 
fake, defirous to renew his leafe for 
years; which was not complied with, 
though he politically counterfeited the 
renewal of his age, by pretending to 
fee, who had been long blind*, a 
pin on the floor, which having di- 
rected his wife to lay there, he bade 
her take up, in prefence of his land- 
lord’s fon, Mr. Edward Porter, with 
whom it pafled as a pleafant conceit, 
but it had no effeét. Soon after, 
Thomas earl of Arundel, a great 
lover of antiquities, vifiting an eftate 


of his, in thofe parts, was led by the 
fame of this great curiofity, this Tomas 
de Temporibus, tovifit him. He took 
him into his protection, and having 
prevailed on him to /e London, or- 
dered a litter with two horfes for his 
carriage; and being attended by his 
daughter in-law, named Lucy, John 
the Fool, and a fervant of his lord- 
fhip’s, named Brian Kelley, who de- 
frayed their expences on the road, 
they fet out from Winnington : but, 
when they arrived at Coventry, the 
multitude of people grew fo great and 
prefling, to behold this breathing 
monument, that Kelley was afraid he 
fhould be able to carry his charge no 
further. At laft, with flow marches, 
they arrived fafe at London, about 
the end of September, 1635. King 
Charles having had certificates from 
the gentry of Shropfhire of the leafes 
aforefaid, and other particulars, prov- 
ing Thomas Parr, to be the eldeft fon 
of Time, alive; he was admitted to 
court, admired with great veneration, 
and had the honour to kifs his ma- 
jefty’s hand. Care was taken to ace 
commodate him with all conveniences, 
in a lodging provided for him at 
Weftminiter. But the change agreed 
not; he had breathed in a freer air, 
fed on fimpler diet, nor had been ufed 
to fuch throngs of vifitors. All which, 
though now grown very decrepit, fo 
as not to walk, without two perions to 
fupport him, and having only one 
tooth left in his head, not his col/t’s 
tooth beforementioned, might haften 
his natural decay ; and he at laft paid 
the debt of nature like other men, 
though it was longer delayed, on the 
15th of Novembker following ; after 
he had been, little more than fix 
weeks, removed to the city aforefaid, 
He lived 152 years, nine months, and 
fome odd days, and was buried in 
Weltminfter Abbey. 


* It fhould fem from what follows afterward, that he was almoft, but not quite 


blind, 
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THE GUARDIAN ANGEL. 


NuMBER IX, 


Ske E celeftial beings who inhabit 
the blifsful {cenes above, can 
conceive nothing more wonderful than 
that indifference and unconcern with 
which too many of the human race 
regard the doétrine of a future ftate. 
Could thefe thoughtlefs mortals con- 
ceive but a fmall part of the glorious 
realities, which will be one day the 
inheritance of the Juft, with what un- 
utterable joy and gratitude would they 
hail that divine religion, which has 
difpelled every doubt, and announced 
the glad tidings of life and immorta- 
lity ! And how often would they 
exclaim in the language of one of 
their own poets, 


How great, in the wild whirl of Time’s 
purfuits, 
To ftop, and paufe, involv'din high pre- 
fage, 
Through the long vifta of a thoufand 
years ! 
‘To ftand contemplating our diftant felves, 
Enlarged, ennobled, elevate, divine ! 
To prophecy our own futurities ! 
To gaze in thought on what all thought 
tran{cends ! 
To talk, with fellow-candidates, of joys 
As far beyond conception as defert ! 
* + ee 
How great 
To mingle interefts, converfe, amities, 
With all the fons of Reafon, {catter’d 
wide 
Through habitable fpace, wherever born, 
Howe’er endow'd ! ‘To live free citizens 
Of univerfal nature! ‘To lay hold 
By more than feeble faith on the Supreme! 
To rife in fcience as in blifs, 
Initiate in the fecrets-of the fkies ! 


In addition to the arguments I 
have already urged, to demonftrate 
the necefiity of a Divine Revelation, 
from the confideration of the degrad- 
ing ideas which the ancient Heathens 
entertained of the Deity, and their 
imperfect and erroneous conceptions 
of virtue and vice *, I fhall now ad- 


duce one more argument on this fub- 
ject, drawn from the confideration of 
the great uncertainty with which fome 
of their philofophers, and the abfolute 
contempt with which others, regarded 
the momentous doétrine of a future life. 
Indeed, the imperfect ftate of morals 
in the heathen world, both in theory 
and prattice, is the lefs to be wonder- 
ed at, when we refleét, that they were 
deftitute of thofe great fanétions of 
virtue, which refult from the convic- 
tion, that the moral government of 
the Supreme Being extends to a life 
beyond the grave. 

According to the moft early Greek 
poets (from whom only we can learn 
the real opinions of the vulgar) the 
ftate of the beft men after death was 
very melancholy and undefirable, not- 
withftanding the charming defcrip- 
tions which they fometimes give of it. 
In Homer, Achilles, in the Elyfian 
Fields, tells Ulyffles, who is repre- 
fented as meeting him there, that he 
had rather be the flave of fome poor 
cottager on earth, than to have the 
moft extenfive empire over the dead : 


‘Talk not of ruling in this dolorous 
gloom, 

Nor think vain words,’ he cried, ‘can 
eafe my doom.” 

Rather I chooie laborioufly to bear 

A weight of woes, and breathe the vital 
air, 

A flave to fome poor hind that toils for 
bread, 

Than reign the {cepter’d monarch of the 
dead, Pope. 


When this fubject came to be dif- 
cuffed by the philofophers, who re- 
jected the traditions on which the vul- 
gar belief was founded, the doétrine 
of a future ftate began firft to be 
doubted, and, at lait, to be generally 
difbelieved. All their philofophers, 
Socrates not excepted, fpeak with 


* No, VIII, in our Magazine for February: 


great 
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great uncertainty concerning a future 
life. One of the laft things which 
this excellent man faid to his friends, 
who attended him while near his dif- 
folution, was, ‘I am going to die, 
and you continue in life ; but which of 
us fhall be in a better ftate is known 
tonone but God.’—This renowned 
philofopher, moreover, fpeaks of a 
future ftate as the privilege of thofe 
only who devote themfelves to philo- 
fophy ; and he fays, that the fouls of 
the wicked tran{fmigrate into the bo- 
dies of ignoble animals. Tully, in 
his philofophical treatifes, declares in 
favour of the doétrine of a future life 
as the mof probable opinion ; but, in 
his private letters, he talks in a very 
different ftrain, or, at leaft, with the 
greateit uncertainty. The Stoics 
thought, that the fouls, both of men 
and brutes, having been originally 
part of the common foul of the uni- 
verfe, would, at laft, be abforbed into 
it again, and, confequently, that all 
feparate conicioufnefs would be loft. 

Ifthe heathen philofophers had been 
blefled with the fame exalted views of 
a future ftate which Chriftians poffefs, 
they muft have made the fame obvi- 
ous ufe of it, in ftrengthening the 
fan&tions of virtue, and fupporting 
them under the troubles of life and 
the apprehenfions of death. But the 
motives by which they would enforce 
the practice of virtue, are all inde- 
pendent of the confideration of a fu- 
ture life ; being derived from the in- 
trinfic excellence of virtue, and its 
complete fufliciency for happinefs 
here, notwithftanding all the calami- 
ties we may endure. In their dif- 
courfes of confolation to their friends, 
and their own foliloquies in diftrefs, 
we find nothing comparable to the 
glorious confiderations wiich the gof- 
pel of Jefus Chrift inculcates, and to 
the divine hope and unutterable joy 
with which thefe coniderations have 
fo often infpired the virtuous be- 
liever. 

Uncertain and imperfect as were 
the notions of a future fiate among 
the Greeks and Romans, we find Jit- 
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tle or no remains of them at the time 
of the promulgation of Chriftianity. 
We have the moft fatisfaétory evi- 
dence, that the belief of a future ftate 
was rejected, in that learned and in- 
quifitive age, both by the philofophers 
and the vulgar. This was princi- 
pally owing to the pretended /cience 
of thofe days ; and the era of the de- 
clenfion of the traditional opinions at 
Rome, is well known to have been 
the introduétion of the Greek philofo- 
phy into that city. 

Among the moderns who rejected 
the belief of a Divine Revelation, 
many have difcarded, moreover, the 
doétrine of a future ftate of retribu- 
tion ; fuch as lord Bolingbroke, Mr. 
Collins, Mr. Chubb, and Mr. Hume. 
The latter, who likewife argues a- 
gainft the doétrine of a Providence, 
obferves, that ‘ thofe are vain rea- 
foners, and invert the order of na- 
ture, who, initead of regarding this 
prefent life, and the prefent fcene of 
things, as the fole object of their 
contemplation, render it a paflage to 
fomething farther ;’ and yet, he fays, 
that thofe who attempt to difabufe 
men of their prejudices in favour of a 
future ftate, may, for aught he knows, 
be good reafoners, but he cannot al- 
low them to be good citizens or poli- 
ticians ; fince they free men from re- 
ftraint upon their paffions, and make 
the infringement of the laws of equity 
and fociety in one refpect more eafy 
and fecure.—Could Mr. Hume then, 
upon his own principles, lay claim to 
the character of a good citizen or a 
good man? 

It is common with many perfons, 
when they firft become unbelievers, 
to boatt of the fufficiency of the light 
of nature, with refpeé& to the know- 
ledge of God, the rule of human duty, 
and the dottrine of a future flate. But 
thefe unbelievers are not fufficiently 
aware, how much the ferious belief of 
a future life depends upon the belief 
of revelation ; and, conlequently, how 
much that belief would be fhaken, 
when the ground on which it had 
been built was removed. After re- 

jecting 
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jetting revelation for fome time, they 
have generally given up the belief 
which, at firft, they profefied to have 
in the moral government of God here 
and hereafter. ¢ At prefent,’ faysan 
eminent writer, ‘ there are, I believe, 
very few unbelievers in revelation, 
who will pretend to have any ferious 
expectation of a future life. Jn fo- 
reign countries, this fact is notorious ; 
on which account, they are generally 
called <Arheifis; and, indeed, when 
the doétrine of a future life is aban- 
doned, men may almoft as well reject 
the belief of a God alfo.’ 

When once the belief of a future 
ftate is difcarded, it may cafily be 
conceived how very unfavourable to 
virtue muft be the adoption of con- 
trary principles ; for the motives of 
reftraint that are merely human and 
temporary, can never be fo powerful 
and efficacious as thofe which regard 
futurity, and that futurity—an eterni- 
ty! It is, indeed, fcarcely pofliible to 
expect either clearnefs or ccnfiftency 
of moral principles upon the light of 
nature only; and, therefore, as far 
as the clearnefs and confiftency of fuch 
principles is of importance.to mankind 
(and, certainly, they muit be of the 
greateft impcrtance) they afford an 
evidence of the great expediency, if 
not of the abfolute neceflity of a Di- 
vine Revelation, without which fuch 
an important advantage was not to be 
expected. 

Whatever we may now think of 
the fufficiency of the light of nature, 
fome of the moft intetligent of the 
heathen philofophers were not infenfi- 
ble of the darknefs in which they were 
involved, and of the neceflity of fome 
divine revelation. Socrates, fpea‘- 
ing of the corruption of his times, 
faid, that ‘ there was no hope of 
amending men’s morals, un'eis God 
fhould be pleafed to fend fome other 
perfon to inftruét them. Mecting 
Alcibiades, as he was going to a 
temple to pray, he endeavoured to 
convince him that he knew not what 


to pray for as he ought, till God 
fhould difpel the darknefs of his mind; 
and he feems to refer to fome in- 
fiructor, whom God might fend for 
that purpofe*. And one of the 
fpeakers in the celebrated Dialogue 
of Plaio, relating to the laft fcenes of 
the life of Socrates, difcourfing on 
the uncertainty in which they were, 
with refpeét to the do-irine of the im- 
mortality of the foul, concludes, that 
it is beit to follow that opinion. which 
fhould appear to be the moit proba- 
ble, after their moft diligent enquiry ; 
unlefs they could have a ftill more 
certain condutt, tocarry them through 
this life, fuch as a divine dijcovery of 
the truth would be. 

Upon the whole, fuch was the na- 
tural ftate of the heathen world, that 
it cannot be doubted that a divine Re- 
velation was highly expedient, and 
even neceflary, for the relloration of 
virtue and happinefs. It mui have 
been of the greateit importance, if it 
had been nothing more than the in- 
terpotition of a competent authoriiy, in 
favour of thofe rules of conduét which 
right rcafon might have inveftigated, 
but which reafon, in a variety of cir- 
cumitances (under the influence, for 
inflance, of bad habits and paffions) 
might alfo have evaded. 

Without pretty juft notions of God 
and his moral government; without 
a fatisfa€tory knowledge of their duty 
and future expeétations ; the humana 
race would have been little better than 
brute animals. © At leaft, a man detti- 
tute of this knowledge muft be inca- 
pable of the exalted fentiments and 
dignity of conduct, which render him 
an unipeakabiy greater and happier 
being. 

In a word, whatever ideas may be 
formed of the natural powers of the 
human mind. it is hardly poffible not 
to be fatisfied, from a juit view of the 
ftate of mora!s in the heathen world, 
and of their ignorance with refpect to 
the doirine of a future ftate, that it 
was morally impoilible they fhould 


* Clarke's Evid. of Nat. and Rey. Reiicion. 
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ever have recovered that degree of 
ufeful religious knowledge, which 
they feem to have derived from tra- 
dition, in the remote ages of the 
world, and much lefs that they wou'd 
ever have made any important addi- 
tions to their original ftock. In fuch 
a ftate of things, the expectation of 
fome divine interpofition mutt have 
been even reafonable, on account of 


its being fo exceedingly feafonable and 
advantageous. And, therefore, it was 
perfecily confiftent with the wifdom 
and goodnefs of the Great Parent of 
the human race, to afford his crea- 
tures and offspring that affiftance, 
which, in their fituation, they fo much 
wanted, and which they were not ca- 
pable of procuring for themfelves. 


REFLECTIONS on GOVERNMENT. 


[From ¢ T ravelling Memorandums, in a Tour upon the Continent, in 1786, 
1787, and 1788, by Lord Gardentftone.’] 


_ long continued fame and 
profperity of Marfeilles is, 1 
think, juftly afcribed, in a great mea- 
fure, to the eltablifhed form of go- 
vernment. The admirersof Mr. Pope, 
a numerous clafs both of males and 
females, are very apt to quote thefe 
lines as excellent : 
¢ For forms of government let fools conteft, 
Whate’er is bef? adminiltered is beti.” 
The Knes, however, are trivial and 
bad, both in poetry and fenfe. Pope 
owes his exceflive reputation, more to 
harmony and {moothnefs of rhyme, 
than to the extraordinary force of 
genius and foundnefs of judgment, 
which are found in the works of our 
truly great poets, Shak{peare, Mil- 
ton, Butler,and Dryden. Superficial 
beauty, however, has always many 
admirers. I repeat again, that the 
poetry of thefe lines is trivial, and 
the opinion exprefied in them is even 
grofly falfe. A weil-contrived and 
judicious form of government, in the 
focieties of mankind, has ever been 
productive of falutary and permanent 
adminiftration: the greateft characters 
exhibited in the whole hifiory of the 
world, are thofe who have inftituted 
wife forms of government, or thofe 
who have hazarded, and, in many 
inftances, have {facrificed their lives 
and fortunes for prefervation of good, 
or reformation of bad forms. ‘Thefe 
great men are termed fools by Mr. 
Pope. Butler, a better, though not 
fo thriving a poet, conveys much 
fenfe in a ingle line; he fays, 
* No argument like matter of fact is,’ 


I think it is impoffible to conteft 
this general polition in faét; ‘ That, 
under free and republican govern- 


ments, the focieties of mankind have. 


been more intelligent, more profper- 
ous, happy, and famous, than under 
monarchies ;’ I mean aé/olute mo- 
narchies. Indeed, a total fubjection 
to wuzlimited power, under one raee 
or family, can with no propriety be 
denominated a form of government. 
‘The Greeks and Romans moft juftly 
termed this mode of government ty- 
ranny, and its fubjects barbarians. 
Learning, laws, and arts, appearing 
under monarchies, have ever been de- 
rived from free ftates: the influence 
of their vicinity, in all ages, re- 
{trained and moderated the moit in- 
tolerable exceffes of defpotifm. It 
feems eafy to demonftrate, that, ifno 
free and wel!l-conitituted forms of go- 
vernment had ever been eftablifhed, 
the world, to this day, would have 
continued in a general faie of total 
ignorance and barbarity. sBritifh ga- 
vernment has much of the republic in 
its conftitztion ; one real evidence of 
which is, that, in fact, men of extra- 
ordinary abilities, and experimental 
knowledge in ftate affairs, can raife 
themfelves to power and adminiftration 
by dint of popular efteem and favaur, 
in oppofition to the will of kings, and 
the intereit of courtiers. The go- 
vernment of Fraace is not defpotic, 
though the limits of the foverzign 
power are not yet defined and fixed, 
which was truly the fate of Briain 
before the Revelution. 


AnxeECc- 
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ANECDOTES of the NoBILiIty of ENGLAND. 


OUSSEAU, in his celebrated 
romance, puts the following 
beautiful eulogy of our nobility into 
the mouth of an Englith lord (one of 
his moft excellent characters) whom 
he reprefents as vindicating it from 
the unjuft reflections of a German ba- 
ton: ‘I fhould be greatly mortified 
to have no other proof of my merit 
than that of a man who died 500 years 
ago.” The nobility of England is 
the moft enlightened, as well as the 
braveft in Europe. It is unneceflary, 
therefore, to inquire which is the moft 
ancient, for, when we fpeak of what 
it 2s, it is of no confequence what it 
«vas. Wearenot, indeed, the flaves, 
but the friends of our fovereign ; not 
the tyrants of the people, but their 
fuperiors.. Guardians of liberty, pro- 
tectors of our country, and fupporters 
of the throne, we form an invincible 
equilibrium between the people and 
the king. Our firft duty is to the 
nation; our fecond, to the Supreme 
Magiftrate ; anditis not his will and 
pleafure, but his lawful prerogative 
that we regard. Supreme Judges in 
the laft refort in the houfe of peers, 
and fometimes even legiflators, we do 
equal juftice to the people and to the 
king ; and we permit no man to fay, 
* God and my Sword,’ but only ‘ God 
and my Right.’ Such is our refpett- 
able nobility ; as ancient as any other, 
but much prouder of its intrinfic worth 
than of its .anceftors *. 

To this glorious charatter there 
ate, no doubt, individual exceptions. 
Care, however, feems to have been 
once taken, to preferve this illuftrious 
baly from that dependence and cor- 
ruption which poverty might produce. 
In 1478, George Nevile, duke of 
Bedford, was deprived of his titles, 
by authority of parliament. For 
what? For high treafon? No. For 
high crimes and mifdemeanours ? No 
—bat for that gué/t (if it may be called 


* Eloifa, Part 2, Let. 62. 


fuch) in which many a noble peer has 
been fince involved—for poverty / 
Blackftone’s obfervation on this fin- 
gular event deferves attention: ‘ A 
peer cannot lofe his nobility but by 
death or attainder: though there was 
an inftance, in the reign of Edward 
IV, of the degradation of George 
Nevile, duke of Bedford, on account 
of his poverty, which rendered him 
unable to fupport his dignity. But 
this is a fingular initance, which ferves, 
at the fame time, by having happen- 
ed, to fhew the power of parliament ; 
and, by having happened but once, 
to fhew how tender the parliament 
hath been of exerting fo high a 
power +.” 

Whatever rank an individual noble- 
man may bear in the fcale of moral 
excellence, it is univerfally fuppofed, 
that the firft ennobled anceftor ac- 
quired his honours by fuperior dif- 
tinétions in virtue and true heroifm. 
But this has not been uniformly the 
cafe. Philip, the fourth earl of Pem- 
broke, whom Mr. Horace Walpole 
called ‘ That memorable Simpleton,’ 
was rude, reprobate, boifterous, and 
devoted to his horfes and dogs. He 
was fo mean, at the fame time, as to 
receive tamely a horfe-whipping from 
one Ramfay, a Scotchman, at a pub- 
lic horfe-race; and, for his civility 
in not refenting the infult, was rewarded 
by the peaceful James, by being made 
a knight, baron, vifcount, and earl f 
on the fame day. His mother, 


* Sidney's fifter, Pembroke’s mother,’ 


tore her hair when fhe heard of her 
fon’s difgrace. He was likewife lord 
chamberlain to Charles I; and, as 
Ofborne obferves, in that office, broke 
with his white rod many wifer heads 
than his own; but his fear always 
fecured him, by a quick and ample 
fubmiffion. 
Curiosus. 


+ Comment. Book 1, ch. 12. 


t His brother William, third earl of Pembroke being thea living, he was created, 
for this meritorious fubmiflion, earl of Montgomery. tn 
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an Account of the important Debate in the Houfe of Commons, on 
Monday April 2, on Mr. Wilberforce’s Motion for the ABOLITION 


of the Stave TRADE. 


IT HE hou hav'ng refolved itfelf into 

acommittee, Mr. Wilberforce rofe, 

and expreffed much fatisfa&tion, that in the 
motion he was about to make, it was not 
neceflary to trouble the houfe fo long as on 
a former occafion. Hecould not {peak of 
the fyftem of the flave trade, he faid, with- 
out warmth and reprobation; for he was 
convinced that it was afyftem cruel, un- 
juft, and tyrannical; it was a fy{tem whicli 
created the worft tyranny, the tyranny of 
the low-minded, the ignorant, and the bafe; 
for the man who could raife forty pounds, 
might obtain dominion over a flave ; it was 
a fyftem that degraded and debafed our fel- 
Jow-creatures to a level with bealts; for 
they were kept in fie'ds to work under the 
whip, and were frequently branded. It 
was unneceflary, he faid, for him to go 
into arguments to prove that regulations 
for the better treatment of flaves were fu- 
tile; the evils that had exifted, and that 
did exift, could not be cured but by an a- 
bolition of the trade; an abolition alone 
offered a radical cure. Colonial regula- 
tions would be of no avail, when the evi- 
dence of a negroe was not admitted, and 
when the connexion and intereft of the 
whites inclined them to fcreen each other in 
the commiffion of cruelties——He was 
ready frankly to declare, that he did not 
yet think the negroes were in a fit ftate for 
emancipation, but was convinced that 
meafures could not be too fpeedily adopted 
to bring them to fuch a ftate, for their own 
happinefs, and for the fecurity of our 
iflands. True liberty was the child of rea- 
fon and order ; it was his with that the ne- 
groes might have their minds opened, and 
by reafon and order be brought to the pof- 
feffion of liberty. The hon. gentleman took 
notice of the infurreétion in St. Domingo, 
which, he faid, had not been occafioned, as 
had been infinuated, by difcuffions, or by 
focieties in this country, nor had it been 
occafioned by a difpute between the blacks 
and the whites of that ifland, but by the 
oppreffive conduct of the whites to the peo- 
ple of colour, who armed for their own de- 
fence : the blacks then rofe, and were led 
on by people of colour, who made them 
inflruments for their purpofe. The vari- 
ous contradi€tory decrees, and the agree- 
ments made and broken, in confequence of 
the diforder, were ful-y futiicient to a¢- 


a aad “ > 


count for all the mifchief that had happen- 
ed. Noman more than himfelf lamented 
them ; and no man more ardently hoped, 
that fimilar mifchiefs in our own iflands 
might be averted ; for that reafon he withed 
his motion to be adopted, for preventing 
the further importation of Africans into 
our ifland:, well knowing that we had at 
prefent as many as we~could manage with 
fafety, there being, upon a moderate com- 
putation, 309,000 blacks in Jamaica, to 
20,000 whites : the former were continue 
ally increafing by importation, and the lat= 
ter number continued nearly ftationary. He 
was convificed that an abolition of the trade 
would be attended with the happiett effects 5 
that it would be felt by the p'anter, by the 
iflands, by this country, and by the blacks; 
the negroes would become attached to their 
matters; the iflands would be improved ; 
and every moment would tend to render the 
blacks happier: the increafe of their hap- 
pinefs would make the planter richer, and 
the iflands more flourifhing. Tf, there- 
fore, the iflands were the only objeét of the 
prefent quettion, he was convinced thit it 
would be for their intereft and fafety that 
the motion fhould be carried ; for, by re« 
moving the evils that did now exitt, the 
increafe of the population of the blacks 
would be rapid and decifive, and do away 
every argument in fupport of importation. 
It had been argued, he faid, that the flave~ 
trade was of importance to our navy; but 
this was controverted even by the mutters 
rolls of the perfons who fupported the trades 
which documents proved, that, inftead of 
being of advantage to this country, it was 
extremely injurious, by the mortality it oc- 
cafioned among our feamen.—The hon. 
gentleman faid, by a comparifon of the 
Weft India trade and the flave trade, it 
would be found by the mufter-rolls, that 
out of 12263 men employed in the flave- 
trade, 2640 died in the average of twelve 
months. But that out of 7640 employed 
in the Welt India trade, on an average of 
feven months, 118 only died ; but deaths 
alone in the flave trade was not the whole 
lofs of our feamen, for it would be found 
that nuinbers quitted their flips, and that 
not more than half the number thipped from 
England ever returned. It had alfo been 
argued, he faid, that the abolition would 
be injurious t6 dur commerce and general 

Qa polity, 
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polity, but againft both thof arguments 
he thought fufficient had been advanced lait 
year; he was convinced that when we 
ould quit the trade, we fhould foon be 
enabled to export more of our manufac- 
tures for honeft commodities, than we did 
now for the blood and fleth of our fellow- 
creatures. It was idle, and injurious to 
the charaéter of the country, to aflert, that 
the abolition would be contrary to the ge- 
neral polity of the country ; for,the trade to 
Africa formed but a very trivial part of the 
general trade of the kingdom, and even 
but a fimall part of the trade of Liverpool 
and Briftol. If the houfe confulted the 
principles of humanity and juftice, they 
would at once decide in favour of his mo- 
tion: but on humanity he did not reft 2- 
Jone the merits of his cafe; he looked to 
the fituation of Africa; that arrefted his 
heart, and was a caule he never would give 
up. Africa, by our means, was rendered 
a fcene of horror that no tongue could ex- 
prefs, or mind conceive. General reafon- 
ing had always fatisfied his mind, that the 
conitant purchafe of flaves made it the in- 
tereft of the princes and chiefs of Africa to 
procure them by any means, by war, by 
rapine, or by perfidy, by a promotion of 
conduét that had rendered a naturally fine 
and productive country, a continued fcene 
of devaftation and flaughter for more than 
three or four thouiand miles along the coaft. 
This was proved by the evidence sid be- 
fore the laft porliament ; by that evidence 
it wes incontrovertibly proved, that when 
kings or chiefs wanted flaves to fell to the 
Britith thips, they frequently fet fire to the 
villages at night, and feized the natives as 
hey were endeavouring toeicape. Slavery 
was made the punifhment for the moft tri- 
vial offences ; and part of the money ari- 
fing from the fale of a flave was the perqui- 
fite of the judge who condemned, and the 
man who accufed; the laws were there- 
fore turned to oppreffion, and the judge was 
interefted to condemn. If he were to go 
isto a detail of the crueltics occafioned by 
our trade, he fhould never have done; 
many of them have been ftated in the laft 
year, but one or two of a moft atrocious 
natnre, and aggravated by their having 
been committed fince the difcuffion in that 
houfé, he thought it would be neceffary to 
ftate: they would prove that our velfels 
hovered on the coatts of Africa for the pur- 
pole of promoting war and rapine, and 
were like vultures hovering over a field of 
prey. The tranlaétions, he would prove, 
were fuch as would fhew the whole fyftem 


te be founde im robbery and in blood, Upon 
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a former occafion he had ftated, that feverad 
negroes had been feized and taken from the 
coaft of the Cameroon river, by Britiffi 
thips ; a different colour had been attempt- 
ed to be put upon that tranfaétion, but it 
remained unrefuted. A tranfaétion of a 
fimilar kind had come to his knowledge; an 
Enghth thip, flaving off the Cameroon, 
had fent away one cargo to the Weft Indies, 
but the captain wifhed to take another; he 
fent a few white men on a watering party, 
and with them one black man; a native 
trader feized him for a debt, which being 
made known to the captam, he took a 
ftrange kind of revenge ; he formed all his 
crewon the deck, atid told them to blacken 
their bodies, and habit themfelves like ne- 
groes, to execute a plan of his to revenge 
the fcizing of the negroe. He armed them, 
and went to the houfe of the unfortunate 
trader, who, hearing a noife, beat a drum, 
to collect his friends. The captain’s party 
fired, and killed three of the trader’s chil- 
dren, and wounded his wife in fo defperate 
a maniner that the died in three hours. One 
of the failors was killed, and the others 
wounded, and they with difficulty regained 
their fhip. The captain, however, re- 
mained trading as ufual for feveral weeks, 
as if nothing extraordinary, or out of the 
common train of hts bufinefs, had happen- 
ed ; but the Africans proved that they had 
feelings, and were capable of taking op- 
portunities to thew them. One of their 
chieftains came, with his afual familiarity, 
to afk for mufkets, and powder and ball, 
to go up the country to procure flaves, half 
of which the captain was to have; the cap- 
tain complied, as he in a court of juftice 
proteited he had frequently done before ; he 
gave the chieftain what he defired, and 
proved himfelf to be a true Guinea captain, 
whofe avarice was gratified by blood, mi- 
fery, rapine, and flaughter. The chief- 
tain, however, and his party, had no fooner 
obtained the mufkets, and powder and fhot, 
than they feized the captain, threw him into 
the boat, and took him to the fhore ; where 
they compelled him, on promife of per- 
mitting him to return to his thip, to give 
an order for all his goods; the goods hav- 
ing been obtained, they releafed the cap- 
tain, and out-did him in faith and in mercy. 
Thefe tranfaétions came out in a fuit com- 
menced by the failors againft the captain 
for a recovery of their wages. The facts 
were given in evidence by the captain him- 
ftlf, as matters not uncommon ; but they 
were circumitances which fully proved the 
manner in which the trade was carried 
orn.—=The hon, gentleman faid, he would 
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fate another tranfaction to fhew the man- 
ner of obtaining flaves, a tranfaétion which 
took place no longerago than Augutt laft. 
Six Britith thips were anchoring off the 
town of Calabar; the caprains thinking 
that too high a price was afked for the 
flaves, confulted together, and refolved to 
fire on the town to compel them to take a 
lower price ; they fent notice of their deter- 
mination to fire in the morning if their of- 
fers were not accepted ; no anfwer being 
returned, the flave captains, when their 
word had been given for a bloody and cruel 
purpofe, kept it; they brought their guns 
to bear upon a defencelefs town, and fired. 
on it for three hours, in which time they 
did confiderable execution. The chief fent 
out to procure a ceflation, but not offering 
terms low enough, the captains commenced 
firing again, and continued until their terms 
were accepted. By this murderous tranf- 
aftion he doubted not but the Liverpool 
and Briftol merchants were fome hundreds 
of pounds richer, than they would have 
been had it not been adopted. But bloody 
and ferocious as thefe captains had proved 
themfelves, they had not the courage to 
venture on fhore to purchafe the flaves, but 
fent, as was not cuftomary, the furgeons, 
from one of whom he had his information. 
The furgeon faw three of the poor wretches 
in the agonies of death, and was informed 
of twenty more that had been killed.— 
What rendered this tranfaétion ftill more 
difgraceful to England was, that a French 
flave fhip was on the fame ftation when the 
bloody purpofe was propofed ; the French 
captain, however, would not agree to be a 
participator in it, but purchafed the flaves 
at the price offered, and failed. ‘The Bri- 
tith captains poftponed their purpofes until 
the Frenchman was gone, and then put 
their bloody defign into execution. What 
he had ftated, was no matter of feerecy at 
Briftol or Liverpool, where the conduct of 
the captains was not confidered improper, 
but, as was to be prefumed by their being 
furnifhed with new births, their condudct 
was confidered meritorious, and men capa- 
ble of fuch condué& confidered the fitteft 
for flave fhip captains—[A call of name, 
name.]—The hon. gentleman faid, it had 
not been his intention to name the parties, 
er to call for their profecution, being averfe 
to profecute and punifh perfons concerned 
in a trade, while that trade was counte- 
nanced by parliament ; but as he was call- 
ed on to name them, he had no objeétion : 
The thips were the Thomas, Philips, of 
Briftol ; the Recovery, Kimber, of Brif- 
tol ; the Thomas, of Liverpool ; the Ana- 
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tree, of Briftol ; the Betfey, Doyle, of Li- 
verpool; and the Wap, Houfe, of Briftol. 
After dwelling fome time on the atrocity 
of fuch condu&, he called upon the ho- 
nour, the humanity, and the juftice of the 
houfe, to refit and put an end to fuch pro- 
ceedings, by voting for the abolition of the 
trade. 

The hon. gentleman next noticed the 
Middle Paffage, in which, he faid, ail at- 
tempts to do away the mortality would 
prove ineffectual, until the houfe could 
triumph over nature, and enter into refo- 
lutions to influence the mind. The mor- 
tality arofe from a melancholy in the 
blacks, in confequence of their being torn 
from their country, from their relatives 
and friends ; that melancholy could never 
be done away.—In ftating the cruelties 
practifed in the Middle Paflage, he {aid he 
had it in his power to relate to the houfe the 
conduét of one of the captains of the thips 
he had before mentioned: a poor negro 
gil of fifteen, who was in fuch a pecu- 
liar fituation that induced her, from mo- 
defty, to fit with her body bending down, 
was fufpended by the wrifts, by order of 
the captain, and expofed to the whole crew. 
He afterward had her flogged; then fuf- 
pended by her two legs, and again expofed 
to the crew ; and not having exhautfted his 
cruel inventions, had her {ufpended after- 
wards, firft by one leg, and then by the 
other, until, worn out by torture, fhe fell 
into convulfions, in which fhe continued 
for three days, and then died. ‘The bar- 
barous wretch who thus perpetrated this 
murderous deed, was captain Kimber. 
To the flaves alone this tyianny and fero- 
city was not confined ; inftances might be 
produced of fhameful condué& to the fea- 
men; as a preof of which he need only 
ftate that out of a whole fhip’s crew fix 
or feven only returned. Who was to re- 
gulate a trade carried on by fuch agents, 
agents bred up in robbery and murder, and 
whofe habits and conduét could not be 
eradicated, but which would continue as 
long as the trade was permitted? It was 
a trade too bad to be continued ; it was a 
fyftem the houfe ought to condem, as difs 
graceful to the Englith nation. —Which- 
ever way it was looked at, robbery, mur- 
der, perfidy, and defolation, ftared you in 
the Rae in Africa, in the Middle Paf- 
fage, and in the Iflands, the fame horrors 
were to be found, and thofe who carried 
en the trade would be found the moit 
abandoned beings ; they were accuftomed 
to cruel and feroc:ous habits, ard proved 
themfelves to be capable of unmixed, un- 
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fophifticated wickednefs. He who loves 
juftice will condemn the trade, for that 
man who loves juftice mult love mercy. 
The hon, gentleman noticed the refolution 
of Denmark to abolifh the trade, as an 
argument againft the aflertion of its fup- 
porters, that if quitted by this country it 
would be taken up by others. The pre- 
fent, he faid, was a time Great Britain 
was peculiarly called upon to abolifh the 
trade ; poffefled of profperity and happi- 
nefs, we were called upon to promote that 
of our fellow-creatures ; we were called 
upon to promote it, not by gifts, but by 
ceafing to infli&t on them evils. The peo- 
pie of England had expreffed their fenfe 
againft the trade, and had addreffed the 
houfe, as they valued the favour of Hea- 
wen, to abolifh it. If the petitions of the 

eople of England were attended to, and 
the trade abolifhed, we fhould be enabled 
to eftablith another of greater profit with 
the natives of Africa. By abolifhing the 
trade, the houfe would do good in every 
part of the world. He invited all thote 
therefore who were inclined to do gocd by 
wholefale, to vote with him for the abo- 
lition. He hoped gentlemen were at length 
convinced of the wickednefs of the trade, 
and that the houfe would that night come 
to an unanimous vote for its annihilation :— 
He thought the recent enormities had been 
permitted by the providence of Heaven, for 
the purpofe of rendering it impoffible that 
any one fhould dare to rife in defence of 
the trade. —He concluded by moving, 

* That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that the trade carried on by Britifh 
fubjeéts for the purpole of procuring flaves 
trom Africa, ought to be abolifhed.” And 

¢ That the chairman be direéted to move 
the houfe for leave to bring in a bill to pre- 
vent the future importation of flaves into 
the Britith Ifands.” 

Mr. Bailey afferted, that the flave trade 
implicated in its feveral departments a 
great part of the trade of Great Britain, 
which trade would of courfe be materially 
affiGted, :f the motions received the con- 
currence of the houfe; that that difcuffion 
of lait year had occationed all the diftur- 
bances in St. Domingo; that the witnefles 
who had given evidence ii fivour of the abo- 
lition were a fet of low, ignorant wretches, 
feleé&ted purpofely trom the iefule of man- 
kind. 

Mr. Vaughan declared himflf to be a 
Weft Indian and a merchant. In the 
early part of his life he was for the abo- 
}ition of the flave trade. He went to the 
Weft Indies on purpof to prove whether 
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that opinion was well founded or not 
while in the Weft Indies, he was convinced 
that the negroes were not in a fit condition 
to be reftored to freedom. Freedem gene- 
rated certain mental wants. Slavery pof- 
fefled only bodily wants. If they were 
now to be emancipated, they would im- 
mediately degenerate into idlenefs and wick- 
ednefs. Their fituation certainly might be 
meliorated, but it was by no means fo bad 
as had been afferted. He had alfo been 
convinced that they were not ill ufed, and 
flavery and particular ci:cumftances of cru- 
elty excepted, their fituation was certainly 
as comfortable as that of the lower orders 
of the people of Great Britain. The pre- 
fent flock of negroes could not be kept up 
on account of the decreafe of population. 
This decreafe was ftated to be owing to 
cruelty, but the fact was otherwife; it 
was to be attributed to celibacy, and to 
the fmall number of females compared with 
that of the males. 

Mr. Thornton conceived that both the 
gentlemen who had fpoken againft the 
abolition had totally forgotien the main 
point, by omitting all allufions to the 
manner in which flaves were obtained. 

Ar. Bailey had. fated the negroes to be 
as comfortable as they could be, and Mr, 
Vaughan had acknowledged that their fitua- 
tion might be meliorated. This was an 
argument that only enforced the neceffity 
of an immediate abolition, which could 
alone produce that melioration.—-He re- 
lated fome nefarious praétices that had been 
adopted near the fettlement of Sierra Leone. 
The relations of a king of a neighbouring 
diftri&t had been kidnapped by a captain 
Coxe, and fold in the Weft Indies. 

There was one view of the fubject which 
had not been ttated by Mr. Wilbei force, 
Tt was of the utmoft importance that the 
credit of parliament fhoul!d nat be fuffered 
to —— It was appar-nt that the people 
were for the abolition of the trade, to 
which, if their reprefentatives refufed to 
accede, a fufficient ground might be given 
to thofe who wifhed to prejudice the con- 
flitution in the eyes of the nation. 

Colonel Tarleton obferved, that the 
prefent queftion, which had fo ofien met 
the adjudication of that houfe, was not 
now to be decided by ftudied eloquence 
and pathetic diftion. The meafure refted 


on the grounds of its own impollibility. 
The voice of the minifter in the laft year 
had caufed a necefity of an additional 
number of troops being fent out to Ja- 
maica ; and it was to be apprehended, that 
if thefe diicuifions were often repeated, the 
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whole of the Britith troops in Europe may 
poflibly find employment in the Weft In- 
dies ! 

On the fubjeé& of the petitions on the 
table, the colonel indulged himfe!f in a 


‘vein of ridicule. They were all, he faid, 


fo much in the fame ftyle, that it was 
evident they were fabricated in the fame 
mint. To his knowledge many of them 
had been procured by mendicant phyficians 
and itinerant clergymen. He faid, that the 
Town Halls had been feldom vifited on 
this occafion, but well-meaning men had 
been induced to fign not only their own 
names, but thofe of their neighbours ! Even 
the grammar {chools bad been vifited, and 
the boys who could write were folicited 
for invented fignatures, 


© To give to airy nothings 
© A local habitation and a name !’"— 





After reading one or two letters to prove 
thefe affertions, he faid, that the popular 
mind had been inflamed by unfair and 
mutilated extracts from the printed evi- 
dence. 

Mr. M. Montague contended that there 
were evils in exiltence, in confequence of 
the African trade, which had been proved 
to the houfe, and a remedy ought to be 
applied to them efficiently. They had 
not been met fairly, he faid, in their argu- 
ments by the gentlemen who had fpoken 
againit his hon. friend’s queftion. He 
challenged thofe gentlemen to difcufs the 
real merits of the queftion, and replied to 
many parts of Mr, Vaughan’s fpeech, de- 
claring that the fuffering a flave to give 
evidence would be a worfe evil to the 
planters than the motion of his hon. friend, 
if cairied. 

Mr. Whitbread faid, that if all the 
other arguments in favour of the motion 
had failed ; if it were made to appear that 
the flaves in our Weft India iflands were 
treated with all poffible humanity ; if it 
were proved that by their removal from 
their native climate they were refcued from 
dinger and from death; if it were proved 
that their lives were fpent in eafe, and that 
on their death-bed their eyes were clofed 
by content, {till he muft vote for an abo~ 
lition of the traffic. 

No mildnefs in pra&tice could make right 
that which was fundamentally wrong. No- 
thing could make him give his affent to the 
original fin of delivering man over to the 
detpotifin of man. It was too degrading 
to fee, not the produce of human labour, 
but man himf}f made the object of trade; 
aud this was the more mortifying when it 
was reco!lected, that the known effet of 


fuch a defpotifm tended to corrupt hearts 
naturally good, and to vitiate aud debafe 
the beft underftandings. 

He proceeded to vindicate the authenti- 
city and refpectability of the petitions om 
the table, as fpeaking the general fenfe of 
an intelligent majority of the nation. If 
they were alike in fubftance, it was only 
becaufe there was but one plain tale to be 
told. If doubts were to be fuggefted of 
their authenticity, much more might be 
ftated refpefting the weight cf the letters 
which had been read, the writers of fome 
of which the hon. colonel [ Tarleton} him- 
felf did not profefs to know. 

With refpe& to the difturignces in St. 
Domingo, they had been unfoundedly faid 
to arife from the difcuffions on this fubject 
in Europe. The fact was, that m,every 
human bofom a line was drawn, beyond 
which human patience could not proceed ! 

Mr. Milbank made an emphatic de- 
claration, that where there was flavery 
there mutt be oppreflion, and therefore he 
would vote for the motion. 

Mr, Dundas profeffed to agree in opinion 
with Mr. Wilberforce, but to differ widely 
as to the mode. He felt fome difficulty, 
he faid, to fhape his conduét, where both 
parties argued in extremes. He was free 
to admit, that the trade was neither found- 
ed in policy, nor ultimately effential to 
the Welt India iflands ; nor was there any 
good caufe affigned why the propagation 
of the Crecle flaves fhould not be made to 
keep pace with the confumption; but he 
had {till his doubts as to the prudence and 
prafticability of the mode which was now 
before the houfe. 

He had no doubt of the goodnefs of the 
head or heart of the gentleman by whom 
it was produced; but he feared that it 
might run too direétly counter to the ha- 
bits and prejudices of thofe whofe interetis 
were at ftake, and excite an alarm on ac- 
count of the patrimonial rights of indi- 
viduals, The cultivators, the mertga- 
gees, and the purchafers in the iflands, bad 
all a&ted under the fanétion of parliament, 
and it would not be fair to proceed without 
confulting the interelt of thofe whofe pro- 
perties had been thus mifled. 

Other nations, it had been faid, would 
take up the traffic which we were about 
to relinguith; but that did not weigh 
with him, if the derelictions were proved 
to be fafe and prudent on our part; but 
until this was made apparent, te fhou'd 
regret to fee the trade of Liverpool moved 
to St. Euttatius, and that of Brifiol per- 
haps to Oltend. , 

He profefitd himfelf to be therefore for 
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a ‘fyftem of moderation and regulation, 
wot a regulation which fhould continue 
the trade, but a fyftem of regulation 
which fhould bear in its bofom the feeds 
of abolition. This fyftem he explained: 
at confifted merely in the abolition of the 
import of negroes after a time to be li- 
mited, and in what he termed the termi- 
nation of hereditary flavery. By the lat- 
ter, he did not mean that every negro 
child thould be free on the death of its 
parents, but that the importer of the pa- 
rent fhould pay for the maintenance and 
education the child, the expences of 
which were to be repaid by ten or fifteen 
years fervitude, after which time the flave 
‘was to poflefs his freedom. 

This fyftem Mr. Dundas contended was 
Refs vifionary, and more practicable, than 
what had as yet been offered. 

He argued againft the oppofition which 
was excited agamft the abolition, by quot- 
ing the refiftance which had been made in 
the year 1775, in the extinétion of the 
villenage exifting in the falt-works in Scot- 
hand, and Jatterly to the regulation of the 
Middle Paflage. Both thele meafures, he 
obferved, had been pronounced in the firt 
inftance to be as ruinous as they had fince 
been proved to be beneficial! He repeated 
his confidence that every moderate man 
would agree with him, and inftead of ac- 
ceding toa meafure which may convulfe 
the ftate, would adopt a middle line be- 
tween the geal and obttinacy of the oppo- 
sing parties. 

Mr. Addington (the fpeaker) declared, 
that he felt a folid fatisfa€tion on hearing 
what had fallen from the right hon. fe- 
eretary. He had felt much previous dif- 
ficulty on this fubjeé&t. While he turned 
with difguft from the hateful trade, he 
faw the neceflity cf confidering the oppo- 
tite claims, and was alfo fearful that the 
trade, if relinquifhed by us, may be car- 
zicd on in a manner more repugnant to 
the interefts of humanity. He thought 
thefe oppofite interefts would be in a great 
tlegree reconciled by the fcheme of a gra- 
dual abolition. He fuggefted, that the 
imports of flaves into the iflands, fhould 
he limited to ten or twelve years, and that 
in the mean time bounties fhould be al- 
lowed on the import of females, and on 
the number of children reared to matu- 
city. He conéetled, that he did not con- 
fider this commerce as a trade but as a 

* crime; and obferved, that it had in fa& 
received its death-wound when it met a 
firft difcuffion. 

Mr. Fox obfrved, that the two right 
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hon. gentlemen (Mr. Dundas and the’ 
fpeaker) had profefled to execrate the 
crime, and yet would not vote for its a- 
bolition. If they adhered, however, to 
their own principles, they muft vote for 
the refolution generally, and afterward 
difcufs the proper period for carrying it 
into effeét.-—One of the gentlemen had 
gone out of his way, to fuggeft a bounty 
on the importation of females into the 
iflands for a given time. He could with 
for his part to fee how fuch a claufe was 
to be penned, and in what words a Bri- 
tifh parliament would vote a reward for 
the tearing away an additional number 
of helplefs women from their homes and 
connections. 

The fcheme of Mr. Wilberforce, he 
contended, was more praéticable and lefs 
vifionary than that which was now pro- 
duced 1 * Mr. Dundas. The former 
propofed that which was immediately in 
the power of a Britifh parliament; the 
latter fuggefted that which could only 
tend to involve them in a quarrel with 
all the colonial legiflatures. He had fug- 
gefted in his termination of hereditary 
flavery, a fcheme the moft theoretical and 
complicund that perhaps had ever been 
offered to a committee of that houfe. In 
the plan the flave was to be educated at 
the expence of the importer of his parents. 
It was then recolie&ted, that this expence 
muft in fome way be defrayed. This it 
was propofed to do by a fervitude of ten 
or fifteen years, after which time the ob- 
jet of the regulation muft be as com- 
pletely a flave, as if he never had enjoy- 
ed a portion of ideal freedom! In {peaking 
ef the unfairnefs of the trade, Mr. Fox 
obferved on the crimes which were im- 
puted to the 22,000 unfortunate creatures 
who were yearly purehafed. 

A great part of thefe was punithed for 
the crime of withcraft, which, as it ap- 
peared, we execrated with fuch a facred 
horror, that, left it fhould efcape from 
punifhment, we degraded ourfelves into 
executioners. The next’ crime was a- 
dultery, which we lent our aid to punifh 
alfo; but there was this difference between 
thefe leading crimes, that we appeared to 
punith the former merely becaufe we had 
no objects at home—of the latter, it could 
only be faid, perhaps, that the objects at 
home were fo numerats that we were at 4 
lofs with which to begin. 

After fome remarks on the unfair ufe 
which had alfo been made of the evidence 
of lord Rodney, Jord Macartney, and 
ether gentlemen, who had never been = 
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the coaft of Africa, Mr. Fox proceeded 


to notice the juftification which had been: 


attempted of this fyftem of cruelty. Thefe 
were all refolvable into one, namely, the 
difference of colour. It was faid, though 
he trufted the reports were exaggerated, 
that there was much riot and anarchy now 
vailing in feveral parts of France. 
ut if it were propofed, that Englith 
veflels fhould be foe to the ports of that 
kingdom to purchafe the democrates of 
the ariftocrates, and vice verfa, every 
man’s blood would run cold with horror ! 
Yet the leading difference between the 
parties confilted merely in their colour ; 
and a more vain, unphilofophical, irre- 
ligious, and blafphemous diftinction could 
not well be fuppoied to exift. He fhould 
therefore hold it his duty to perfevere-in 
the motion, if it fhould now prove un- 
fuceefsful. If it were faid, that other 
nations may not adupt the example, he, 
and thofe who voted with him, thould 
have the fubftantial confolation of having 
done their duty, and of glorying to lead, 
where others did not dare, even in fuch 
acaufe, to follow. 

Mr. Dundas moved, as an amendment, 
* That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that the trade in flaves, between the coatt 
of Africa and the Weft India iflands, 
fhould gradually be abolifhed.’ 

Mr. Jenkimion went decidedly again{t 
the original motion. Such a meafure, in 
his opinion, could not diminifh the evil ; 
. — it, as propofed, was impof- 

ble. 

He concluded with reading an addrefs 
to theking, praying, ‘ that the governors 
of our colonies may be ordered to iffue 
bounties for the rearing of flaves, and 
that every negro woman, having borne 
five children, fhould be declared tree.’ 
He moved, that for the purpofe of taking 
this addrefs into future confideration, § the 
chairman do now leave the chair,’ 

The chancellor of the exchequer rofe 
to fupport all the obfervations of Mr. Fox, 
except where he lamented the principles 
of Mr. Dundas and the fpeaker. Though 
he differed from them, was pleafed to 
fee that neither they nor Mr. Jenkinfon 
a€tually approved of the trade, but differed 
only as to the mode and time of abolifh- 
ing it. From this hour, the fentence on 
this trade was fealed. It was gone patt ; 
nothing remained but to arrange and {éttle 
the plan of ending it; to do this, they 
muft examine the opinions of his right 
honourable friends, and he would do this 
tigoroufly. He differed from them en- 

a 


tirely. He thought the true courfe was 
an immediate abolition. He repeated his 
old ftatements, to fhew that the ftock in 
the iflands would be maintained without 
recruits by this abominable trade, againft 
which the feelings and the philofophy of 
the age revolted.. He next came to the 
injuttice of continuing a trade that had 
fo jong difgraced the country, and whicls 
could not be too foon put anend to. He 
then went to the different reafonings of 
the friends to the flave trade, and thofe 
who wifhed it might be gradually abolifh- 
ed; all of which he refuted in a clear and 
argumentative manner. Having gone 
through the injuftice of the trade, he re- 
plied to what had been faid, as to the pro- 
priety of a gradual, and not an immediate 
abolition of it. He called the attention of 
gentlemen to the fituation of their own 
country in the earlier ftages of its hittory ; 
and he read a quotation from Rapin, to 
prove that the practice of felling fellow~ 
creatures for flaves, had once prevailed 
in this ifland, and that in the time of 
pope Gregory, a number of fine Britiflx 
youths were feen upon fale for flaves in 
the publick market place at Rome. Mr. 
Pitt commented on this fact with great 
force and ingenuity, making ufe of it as 
a moft powerful appeal to the heart of 
every Briton, whether, after fo ftriking 
a preof of the happy change that had ta. 
ken place in this country, which had 
made us the feat of Arts, the centre of 
commerce, and the happieft and the freeft 
nation on the habitable globe, enjoying 
liberty governed and fecured by law, and 
living under a conftitution the envy of 
furrounding nations, and the conftant ob- 
ject of their imitation, we hada right te 
fay that Africa might not emerge from 
the ftate of barbarifm and ignorance, in 
which fhe was at prefent involved, if we 
were to put an end toa praétice which not 
only difgraced ourfclves, to a degree be- 
yond, all powers of defeription, but put 
it out of the power of the Africans to be- 
come an enlightened people, as long as 
that infernal practice was continued. Mr. 
Pitt purfued his {peech to its conclufion, 
in one continued blaze of oratorical fpler 
dour. ~ 

The queftion was then loudly called for, 
and the houfe divided on Mr. Jenkinfon’s 
metion for adjournment, Noes 234, 
Ayes 87, Majority 147. 

Thén on the amendment moved by Mr. 
Dundas, ayes 193, noes 125, majority 68. 

And lattly, that the motion as amended 


do pais, ayes 230, noes 85, majority 145. 
T Hi £ 
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THE BRITISH MUSE. 


Tue WINDSOR ASSEMBLY. 
[From Salmagundi.] 


FNeircrep by the young and fair, 

The blithe Affembly’s blifs I thare ; 
Swift o’er the lyre’s harmonious ftrings 
His magic hand the minftrel flings ; 
Obedient to the fprightly found, 
The dancer's quivering feet rebound ; 
Diffufing wide their filver rays, 
Aloft the fparkling luftres blaze ; 
While milder emanations flow 
From love-enkindling orbs below. 
Here, peerlefs Chefhire, I behold 
Thy loofe robe float in airy fold! 
‘Tall as the pine’s cerulean creft, 
Encircling plumes thy brows inveft, 
Amid whofe fnowy fummits high 
Infidious Cupids ambufh'd lie. 
‘To each enchanting Grace allied, 
Here Fancy bids tair Bouverie glide, 
Light as the breath of opening morn 
O’er beds of untunn’d violets borne ; 
And every captive heart furprife, 
Unconfcious of her victories. 
There Townfhend threads the pleafing 

maze : 

Ah who can unenamour’d gaze ! 
How fhall my bofom freedom know 
Where Law’s ingenuous beauties glow ! 
Frefh as the fpring, as Hebe fair, 
Where Egham fends a gentle Pair. 
And bids the charm’d affections hail 
The fifter lilies of her Vale ; 
Whofe bloom difilains fictitious aid, 
Loveliett amid feclufion’s fhade.— 
The meafures ceafe—her tempting ftores 
Around prolific Fancy pours ; 
‘The fumptuous board, extended wide, 
Her vifionary viands hide : 
Beauty and youth the banquet fhare— 
Hence to the winds intrufive care ! 
Fly, haggard Spleen, the glad abode 
Where holds his ftate the Rofy God! 
Where Cytherea, hand in hand, 
‘The Graces leads, a blifsful band 5 
Where Comus to his feftive rites, 
To joy and genial cheer, invites ; 
Where Frolic, Sport, and Jollity, 
Await their queen, Euphrotyne ; 
And Love, areund her hovering, 
Beats the Jight air with fapphire wing 5 
With luftre thed from beauty’s eyes 
Gilds his gay ve of thoufand dyes, 
Whofe undulating folds difpenie 
Caffia’s ambrofial redolence. 
Crown’'d with each lovely charmer’s name, 
I fee the ruddy ne€tar flame ! 

- 7 


* 


Latent amid th’ infpiring draught 

Speeds the blind God his fubtle thaft ; 
And, while the flafk his votary drains, 
Defpotic in his bofom reigns ; 

Whence, for the nymph his foul admires, 
Th’ involuntary figh expires, 

And languor fteals through every vein 
Now to the fprightly dance again ! 
Wing’'d with delight and melody, 

Swift let the jocund moments fly, 
Startling the fombrous reign of Night ; 
*Till, heav’n's blue arch afcending bright, 
Aurora the wide welkin ftreaks 

With rofes, fuch as Chloe’s cheeks 
Amid encircling fnows reveal, 

When her foft palms love’s preffure feel. 
‘Till Sol his fteeds of golden hoof 

Drives through revolving {pheres aloof ; 
And wakes the blooms that odours breathe, 
Enliv’ning earth and air beneath ; 

And o'er old Ocean's boundlefs deeps 
His regal robe of glory fweeps. 

Then home they hie, and, warm with wine, 
Still, as they prefs the couch fupine, 

See fairy-vilions round them float, 

Lift the foft lyre’s imperfect note, 
Exhautt th’ imaginary vafe, 

Fair forms in faultering meafures chafe, 
Catch from bright eyes the melting beam, 
And of Ideal Tranfports dream. 

O Fancy ! bleft Enchantrefs, deign 
Still to prolong thy blifsful reign ! 
Frequent to footh my languid fenfe, 

Thy viiionary balm difpenfe ! 

Inveft in varying colours bright 

Each grateful {cene of paft delight ! 
Sweet dalliance let me hold with Thee, 
Ettrang’d from fad reality ! 


WHITSUNTIDE. 


Written at Winchefter College on the im- 
mediate Approach of the Holidays. 


[ From the Same. ] 


E ENCE, Thou Fur-clad Winter, fiy 5 
Sire of fhivering poverty ! 
Who, as thou creep’ft with chilblains lame 
‘To the crowded charcoal flame, 
With chattering teeth and ague cold, 
Scarce thy fhaking fides canft hold 
While thou draw'lt the deep cough out > 
God of foot-ball’s noify rout, 
Tumult loud and boift’rous play, 
‘The dangerous flide, the fnow-ball fray 
But come, thou genial fon of Springs | 
Whitfuntide, and with thes bring 
Cricket, 
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Cricket, nimble boy and light,’ 
In flippers red and drawers white, 
Who o’er the nicely-meafur’d land 
Ranges around his comely band, 
Alert to intercept each blow, 

Each motion of the wary Foe. 

Or jvm take thy quiet ftand, 
The Angle trembling in thy hand, 
And mark, with penetrative eye, 
Kiffing the wave, the frequent fly ; 
Where the trout with eager {pring 
Forms the ap eane ring, 

And, leaping from the filver tide, 
Turns to the fun his fpeckled fide. 

Or lead where Health, a Naiad fair 
With rofy cheek and dropping hair, 
From the fultry noon-tide beam, 
Dives in Itchin’s cryftal ftream. 

Thy Votaries, rang’d in order due, 
To-morrow’s wifh’d-for Dawn fhall view 
Greeting the radiant Star of Light 

With Matin Hymn and early Rite : 

Ev'n now, thefe hallow’d haunts among; 
To thee we raife the Choral Song * ; 

And fwell with echoing minftreliy 

The ftrain of joy and liberty. 

If pleafures fuch as thefe await 
Thy genial-reign, with heart elate 
For thee I throw my gown afide; 
And hail thy coming, Whitfuntide. 


S ONN ET, 
To LAURA MARIA. 


tae placid charms of that romantic 
eat, 
Where once Vancenza rear'd its § glit- 
ging vanes," 
All the 5v’d tenants of the fweet retreat, 
Diffufing blifs around the wide domains: 
With thefe dear thades of calm fecluded 


JOY» 
“Ah, fad reverfe! Madrid’s detefted 
{cene, 
Where bafeft arts in faireft forms annoy, 
And murder lurks in Pleafure’s airy 
mien : 

Such, gentle Laura, is tly myftic tale, 
A dread memento to confiding youth ; 
Yet, ftill the mufe’s glowing tints prevail, 
While Fancy lures us to the flirine of 

Truth ; 
And fhould Vancenza wear too richa veft, 
"Tis Senfibility, by Genius dreft. 
F Juan. 


* A Latin Song called ‘ Domum,” fung with mufical accompaniment, on the day 


before the commencement of their Whitfuntide Vacation, by the fcholars of Winchef 
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Tus DISAPPOINTMENT. 


F ROM the long toils of travel I rea 
turn’d, 
Well — at length, to fee my native 
ore ; 
For Betty ftill my faithful bofom burn’d, 
For Betfy’s heart was all her failor’s 
ftore. 
With eager fteps I fought the lowly cot, 
Where dwelt my love in peaceful humblé 
ftate ; , Sack 
And liv’d contented with her ruftic lot, 
Far from the cares and grandeur of the . 
great. 
Silent and leaflefs was the neighbouring’ . 


wood, ; : 
Torn by the fury of the raging winds 5 
And the say fpot where once the cottage 
- tt 


Lone and forfaken by the rural hinds. 
The ms mhain, urg’d by the boift'rous 
win 


A ; 
With wide-{pread billows fwept th’ ad« 
jacentfhore; 
Left of the cot no rural trace behind, . 
Save the old oak that grew befide the 
door. 


As o’er an elm I bent in filent woe, 
And gaz’d with forrow o’er the dreary 
{cene ; 
An ancient fhepherd from the mountain’s 
brow, _ 
With tott’ring foottteps pafs’d along the 
green. 
* Oh, lonely veteran of the plain,” I cried, 
‘Tell, if thou canftalas! “tis all I 
crave; 
Ts Betfy fafe °—he, in a tear, replied, 
And pointed to the yew that bended o’er 


her grave. 
Old-ftreet, April g. j.J.B. 


ODE ro MORNING. 


——Prima novo {pargebat lumine terras 
Tithoni croceum linquens Aurora cubile, 
VIRG. 


BRIGHT harbinger of day, infpire the 
ftrain ; 
Parent of Light to daring Titan born, — 
Gay vanquither of Night’s ungenial traing 
Whofe hand with rofes ftrews the blufhing 
Morn. 
Glad I hail thee on thy way, 
Mother of the infant day. 


ter 


College. The words ¢ Matin Hymn, &c.’ in the preceding couplet, refer to other an- 


Cicut cuftoms of that venerable feminary. 
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The thepherd boy from "neath the wattled 
rock 


oc 
Full blithly to the dew-befpangled vale, 
With nimble footfteps drives his bleating 


flock ; the 
As glimmering Phofphor fpreads his circlet 
| 


pale. 4 
Tethys through her portals bright 
Mantling o'er the eaft with light. 


Where Night withdraws her veil from 
Tithon’s bed 
Their rofy-finger’d queen the Hours at- 


tend ; : . 
Faint ftruggling bluthes paint the fky with 


red, 
And the dark thades with checker'd luftre 
blend. 
Morn, to thee I tune the _ 
While thy beams through et 


Her lambent fire awakes the youthful 
{pring, ; 
Whofe gufhing rays unlock the varicd 
years . ; 
Love {catters plenty from his purple wing, 
While Time, reluétant, moves the tardy 
{phere. ; 
Nature’s charms lie hid in night, 
Till Aurora takes her flight. 


While glaneing through blue Ocean's mir- 
ror’d ftreams, 
‘Where Neptune deck'd with pearl the co- 
ral grove ; ; / : 
Thou gladd’ft the Neriads with thy lucid 
beams, ’ 
Where deep beneath the fcaly Tritons reve, 
Gentle Morn, my verie infpire, 
While for thee I ftring the lyre. 


, 
er play. 


Flora, enamour’d of his gale that blows, | 
Invites brifk Zephyr to her longing arms, 
Now Pan fierce his potent arrows throws, 
And Morn to him refigns her milder 
. ‘charms. 

From his ardent fteeds of fire 

See the gentler Morn retire. 


$s. W. 


A $ ON G. 


{From ‘ Anna St. Ives,’ a Novel, by Mr. 
Holcroft. 


R ASH Hope, avaunt! Be ftill, my 
flutt’ring heart ; 

Nor breathe a forrow, nor a figh impart ; 

Appeafe each burfting throb; each pang 


reprove ; 
To fuffer dare—But de cot dare to Jove! 


Down, down, thefe fwelling thoughts ! 
Nor dream that worth 
Can pafs the haughty bounds of wealth 


and birth. 
Yes, kindred feelings, truth, and virtue 
prove, 
Yes, dare deferve—But do not dare to 
ve! ' 
To noble tafks and dang’rous heights 


afpire ; 
Bid all the great and good thy withes fire, 
The mighty deed thy rival efforts move, 
And daye to dieBut do not dare to love, 


To Fasuson: By Mrs. Moopy. 


G AY Fabhion, thou goddefs fo pleafing, 
However imperious thy fvay, 
Like a miftrefs capricious and teafing, 
Thy flaves, though they murmur, obey, 
The fimple, the wife, and the witty, 
The learned, the dunce, and the fool, 
The crooked, ftraight, ugly, and pretty, 
Wear the badge of thy whimfical {chool, 


Though thy thape is fo fickle and changing, 
Though a Proteus thou art to the view ; 
And our tafte fo for ever deranging, 
We know not which form to purfue : 


Yet wave but thy frolicfome banners, 
And hofts of adherents we fee ; 

Arts, morals, religion, and manners, 
Yield"implicit obedience to thee. 


More defpotic than Beauty's thy power, 
More than Virtue thy rule o'er the mind; 

Though tranfient thy reign as a flower, 
That fcatters its leaves to the wind. 

Ah! while Folly thou dealeft fuch meafure, 
No matter how fleeting thy day : 

Be wifdom, dear goddefs, thy pleafure ; 
Then—lafing as time, be thy ftay ! 


TRANSLATION of Dr. JorTin’s 
EpPiTaPH on his Cart. 
WweFtt. then, poor pufs, thy quiet 

life is paft, 
Old age and pain have worn thee out at 


? 
And, kindly fmiling, Proferpine has faid, 
* Here, .in the manfions of the filent dead, 
* In bieft Elyfium, revel at thy eafe, 
‘ Batk in the fun, or gambol in the trees.” 
But, gentle emprefs of the thades below, 
If e’er thy favour I deferved to know, 
Grant that, in fome calm night, I may 
once more 
Steal gently in at my old mafter’s door, 
And, fondly purring in his ear, may tell 
That = faithful fav'rite loves him 
well, 


THE A- 
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THE THEATRE, 


OX’ Monday, April 16, after the per- 
formance of The Road to Ruin, at 
Covent-garden theatre, a new operatical 
piece of two aéts, was exhibited, called 
ZELMA, or WILL O° THE Wisp. Ie is 
taken from the German by Mr. Hayley ; 
and as far as pleafing mufic and good fing- 
ing can recommend it, will, in all proba- 
bility, be a favourite. Madame Carnivale, 
from Paris, performed the part of Zelma, 
and was extremely well received, 

On Friday, April 20, a new comedy, 
called The Fucirive, was performed 
for the firft time, at the King’s theatre, 
Haymarket. This comedy is the firft 
produétion of Mr. Jofeph Richardfon, a 
gentleman of the law. The characters 
were thus reprefented : 

Lord Dartford, Mr. Dedd; admiral 
Cleveland, Mr. King ; fir William Win- 
grove, Mr. Benfley; Young Wingrove, 
Mr. Wroughton; Old Manly, Mr. 
Parfons ; Young Manly, Mr. Palmer ; 
Larron, Mr. Wewitzer; Welford, Mr. 
Barrymore.—Mifs Wingrove, Mrs. Jor- 
dan; mifs Herbert, mifs Farren; Mrs. 
Larron, mifs Pope ; Mrs. Manly, Mrs. 
Hopkins: Mrs. Rachael Cleveland, Mrs. 
Ward; and mifs Manly, Mrs. Kemble. 

The ftory is as follows: Julia, the 
daughter of fir William Wingrove, an old 
baronet, proud of the antiquity of his fa- 
mily, is defigned by her father to become 
the wife of lord Dartford, whofe only me- 
rit is his equally fplendid pedigree. Julia, 
however, is attached to young Manly, 
with whom fhe had become acquainted 
when formerly on a vifit at her aunt's. 
Young Manly, hearing that the match 
with lord Dartford is to take place on the 
next day, conceals himéfelf in fir William’s 
garden, and, obtaining an interview with 
Julia, at length prevails on her to promife 
to elope with him at one o’clock that night, 
as the only means of refcuing her from 
the impending diftrefs. This appoint- 
ment fhe keeps ; but Manly, in the mean 
time, elated almoft to frenzy by the ex- 
eefs of his joy, gets completely intoxicated 
with a party ot his friends, and not only 
forgets his engagement with Julia, but 
meeting her while the is wandering about 
in the difguife the had affumed, treats her 
with a great deal of coarfe common-place 
gallantry. Exafperated at his conduct, 
dhe keeps herfelf concealed from him, and 
at length making her efcape ; and, afraid 
to return to her father’s houle, fhe accepts 


of the protection that is offered her by 
Larron, a French fmuggler: from his 
houfe, however, fhe is foon driven by the 
different bafe defigns of Larron and his 
wife. Meeting afterward with Welford, 
when fhe is almoft in defpair, the thank- 
fully accepts of the afylum which he offers 
her. But thence too fhe is almoft imme- 
diately compelled to fy, on difcovering 
that he is the lover of young Manly’s 
fitter ; and in order to do this with greater 
fecurtty, fhe affumes the habit of a boy. 
In this drefs, accident compels her to en- 
deavour to conceal herfelf in the garden of 
admiral Cleveland, by whom fhe is dif- 
covered, and moft kindly received, and 
by whofe mediation, aided by thofe of his 
fitter, mifs Rachael, all the parties are re- 
conciled, and Julia is united with young 
Manly. 

There are two underplots betweet mifs 
Herbert and young Wingrove, and mifS 
Manly and Welford, which are very in- 
genioufly interwoven, and add much to 
the intereft of the piece. 

The dialogue throughout is. remarkably 
elegant, and the charaéters well drawn. 
The whole does high credit to the author, 
as the fcholar, the gentleman, and the 
man of genius ; and the audience did him 
ample juttice. 

‘The Fugitive was introduced by a pro- 
logue written by Mr. Tickell, which is a 
neat and poetical compofition, and began 
with comparing an author's firft intro- 
duétion from the ftage, to the firft intro. 
duétion of a female at court. The allufion 
was managed adroitly, and it was followed 
by a happy compliment to the modern pit, 
compared to that of elder times, in which, 
fhaded under the umbrageous curls of a 
large flowing black wig, the critic furlily 
dealt out his difums tounded on foreign 
rules, and falfe dramatic law ; whereas 
now, females mingling in the circle, foft- 
ened the feverity of critical fentiment, and 
melted the flint of ftoical opinion. The 

ologue, written with great force and fe+ 
bye was admirably delivered by Mr, 
Bannifter junior, 

The epilogue came from the pen of ge- 
neral Burgoyne. We fcarcely ever wit- 
nefied a better piece of writing. It turned 
chiefly on a play upon the werd Fugitive, 
and contained a handfome and powerful 
compliment to honeft John in the gailery, 
with was given excellently by Mrs. Jor- 
dan, 
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PRoceEDINGs of the Second Session of the Seventeenth Parliament of 
Great Britain. Continued from Page 229. 


On Feb. 22, Mr. Francis rofe for the 
purpofe of opening the debate, but in 
confequence of repeated calls from dif- 
ferent parts of the houfe, foy Mr. Fox 
to rife, was prevented from proceeding. 

, Mr. Martin next rofe, and having ob- 

tained a hearing, reprobated the defire 
of fome gentlemen to confine the debate 
to a few f{peakers on each fide of the houfe, 
which prevented plain men like himflf 
making known to their condituents the 
motives upon which they acted. He had 
always objected to the proceedings in the 
armament againft Ruffia, for which he 
had not heard a fingle. reafon given ; he 
confidered the papers before the houfe to 
be infufficient for their information, and 
obferved, that whenever great fecrecy was 
maintained in public bufinefs, or in pri- 
vate life, he always was inclined to be- 
lieve there was much knavery. He fhould 
give his vote for the refolutions. © 

Mr. Francis again rofe, and after the 
cry. of Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox, had abated, 
he obferved, that if the houfe gave up their 
right of inquiry, they would no longer 
be a fervice, but a burden to their coun- 
try, and dwindle into the mere creatures 
of the crown. — 

Mr. Powys wifhed to underftand the 
full purport of the motions : if they went 
to a fevere cenfure upon the whole of the 
conduct of admininiltration during the 
negociation, he would not join in their 
fupport ; confidering the condu& of the 
minifter in abandoning the objeét, to be 
wifer than a perfeverance in it. Conceiv- 
ing, however, that the motions went 
merely to a ceniure for attempting to ob- 
tain that by an armament which might 
have been obtained withcut, and for con- 
tinuing the armament after the objeét for 
which 1t had been made was abandoned, 
he could not give them his negative, until 
fome explanation was gone into, and the 
change of circymftances fatisfactorily fta- 
ted which had given rife to fuch condu&. 
_ Mr. Fox next ref, and reprobated the 
manner in which he had been called upon 
to {peak, as improper and diforderly. He 
obferved upon the right hon. gentleman's 
endeavour to obtain for himielf the laft 
{peech, and thereby to take advantage of 
the rules of the houfe, which, by prevent- 
ing a reply, would prevent any one from 
expofing the fallacy of the arguments he 
might make ufe of in his detence.  In- 
ftead of this backwardnefs to explain his 
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conduét, he had expeéted that the right 
hon, gentleman, releafed from the bonds 
of fecrecy, would have been eager to re. 
fute thofe arguments, which had fuccefs. 
fully been advanced by thofe on that fide 
of the houfe, in reprobation of the com. 
mencement and progrefs of the armament. 
The balance of power, which had been fo 
much depended upon, appeared to him 
to be entirely out of the queftion; for 
whichever way that was confidered, the 
conduét of minifters would be neither more 
nor leis blameable. He had always con- 
tended, that a total negleSt of continental 
alliances would be impolitic; he was e- 
qually againft. the two extremes; but 
would rather abandon foreign alliances 
wholly, than take the other extreme of 
involving ourfelves in continental difputes 
upon every trifling occafion. He here no- 
ticed the fpeech of Mr. Jenkinfon, which, 
he faid, was a difplay of great oratory 
and ability, but to many of the principles 
which it contained, he had ftrong objec- 
tions. It had been contended, as a jufti- 
fication of the armament, that Oczakow 
was the key of the Turkifh dominions ; 
and that, in poffeffion of Ruffia, it would 
endang«r the peace of Europe ; but it was 
immaterial to him, in fupport of the mo- 
tions, in which way Oczakow was confi- 
dered ; for, if it were treated as of little 
importance, the armament ought not to 
have taken place ; but if it were treated 
as of much importance, and a point in 
which the permanent interefts of this coun- 
try were involved, the objeét of the ar- 
mament ought not to have beenabandoned. 
He reprobated, as contemptible, an arma- 
ment, when a war was determined not to 
be rifqued: the interference of minifters 
had been made upon no other ground than 
to difplay their power, and exhibit a po- 
licy familar to that of the intriguing and 
contemptible fyitem of the old govern- 
ment of France. In that interference, 
however, minifters had calculated upon 
the magnanimity of the emprefs by their 
own pufillanimity ; what they demanded 
infolently, they pufillanimoufly gave up. 
In the commencement of the- negociation 
and. armament, they dragged the majority 
of that houfe through the mire of confi- 
dence, and, in its termination, they had 
dragged the name of the King, and the 
honour of the nation, through the mud 
of ignominy. The minifter had facrificed 
eptitation to power, had abuicd oe oe 
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fidence and degraded the dignity of the 
nation.—He infifted upon the bad con- 
fequences that would arife to future arma- 
ments from the conduét of the minifter ; 
and concluded by afferting, that every 
fast, and every information on the table, 
juttified him in voting, that the minifter 
had been guilty of grofs mifconduét. 

The chancellor of the exchequer enter- 
ed into the wifdom of continental alliances, 
and the maintenance of the balance of 
power, as a principle for the general hap- 
pinefs of the world, and the prevention 
of wars, injuftice, and aggrandizement. 
He fhewed the importance of Turkey to 
the balance of Europe, the danger to which 
it had heen expofed by the progrefs of the 
Imperial arms; and the intereft which 
this country and Holland had invariably 
taken in fupport of Turkey, from the pe- 
riod when the views of Ruflia were firft 
dire€ted to innovate upon the ove 
of the Porte, for the purpofe of ereéting 
herfelf into a maritime power. So far 
back as the reign of king William, Eng- 
land and Holland were the mediators of 
the peace of Carlowitz, and from that 
time to the prefent had aéted as the me- 
diators in every war between Rufia and 
the Porte. —He next entered into the im- 


rtance of our alliance with Pruffia and 
Holland, and into the policy of the laf 
interference between Ruflia and the Porte, 
for the mutual fafety of each of the allies, 
whofe interefts were endangered by the 
rogrefs Ruflia had made, to what had 
oer been her objeét, the eftablifhment 


of a power on the Black Sea. Were fhe 
permitted to obtain that objeét, the con- 
fequences could not be forefeen ; for ihe 
would thereby be enabled to force herfelf 
jnto the fyftem of Europe as a formidable 
maritime power. He argued from her 
pat-tondu& toward this country, that, 
upon the moft favourable view, the man- 
ner in which fhe might exercife that 
power, when gained, would be hazard- 
ous. Was it politic, then, in the pre- 
fent maritime powers of Europe, to ex- 
pofe themfelves to the confequences of her 
will, into which fcale fhe might think 
proper to throw the weight of her ma- 
ritime ftrength? Upon thofe grounds he 
jultified the interference of this country 
in the war; an interference founded upon 
the principle of eftablifhing a permanent 
peace.—He was not afraid of having his 
condu& mnutely examined into, being 
convinced that the houfe would agree with 
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him, upon a comparifon of all the cir. 
cumftances of the cafe, that he did his 
duty to his country in advifing the inter- 
ference; and that he had alfo done his 
duty in advifing the objeét to be relin- 
quifhed, which he firft recommended. He 
ftated the divifion of the public opinion 
out of that houfe; the influence which 
might be made by the oppofition in that 
houfe, and other concurring circumftances, 
as fufficient ground to render that fub- 
ftantial policy to decline, which before 
was fubftantial policy to adopt. He con- 
tended, that the oppofition in that houfe 
had encouraged the emprefs to infift upon 
terms fhe otherwife would not have in- 
fifted upon, and that to fuch oppofition 
was it folely owing that the negociation 
had not been attended with compiete fuc- 
cefs. That-oppofition, however honeftly 
made, had given abundant reafon to the 
houfe to deplore its effects ; for it had pre- 
vented the attainment, without a war, 
of objeéts which would have been of the 
greateft advantage to the country. The 
triumph of the right hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) was a triumph over the interefts and 
councils of his country, not a triumph 
over the enemies of his country. Such 
a triumph he no more envied him than 
he did the honours which he had re- 
ceived elfewhere.* Mr. Pitt then enter- 
ed into a juftification of the continuance 
of the armament, until the terms of peace 
had been finally fettled ; and afferted, in 
anfwer to the reports of this‘country hav- 
ing inftigated the Turks to. the war, and 
Sweden to join in it, that neither were 
founded in truth. The Turks had re- 
ccived no encouragement from England 
to commence the war, nor had Sweden 
any to join it. Equally untrue were the 
aflertions of our unjuft interference in the 
affairs of Brabant, and our deviation from 
any engagement with Pruffia: on the 
contrary, every engagement England had 
entered into, had honourably been abided 
by; and it would be found, that inttead 
of our own conduét being reprobated by 
the Porte, the reverfe was the fa&. He 
could not enter into any profeffions of the 
motives that had actuated his conduct; 
for the condu& of men was belt to he 
afcertained by their aftions, by the pubiic 
opinion, and by the cpinion of the ma- 
jority of the reprefentarives cf the nation, 
He placed his credit upon the advanteges 
he fhould take, to render the peace of the 


country permanent, knowing well, that 


* Here Mr. Pittalluded to the emprefs of Ruffia having fent for the bu cf My. 
Fox, in order to place it be.ween the puits of Tully and Demokgeues, 
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on the permanency of its peace, its in- 
tereft was founded. As the truft he held, 
however, was a truft for pofterity, as well 
as for the advantages of the moment, he 
fhould, as he valued the bleffing of peace, 
not avoid any danger that might arife to 
himfelf, by interrupting that peace when- 
ever the exigencies of the times required 
it, for the purpofe of ultimately fecuring 
the peace of the country upon a permanent 
foundation. 

Mr. Fox rofe to explain; and, allud- 
ing to Mr. Pitt's afferting that he envied 
him not the honours he had received elfe- 
ahere, he faid, whenever any power in 
Europe paid him a compliment, he felt 
himfelf grateful for it, and it became the 
more aceeptable to him, when from a 
Power which, in his opinion, was as na- 
turally an ally to this country as Holland, 
and was a power with whom he had al- 
ways confidered it to be the intereft of this 
country to be politically and commercially 
conneéted. 

The queftion was then put upon the 
firft motion, ‘ That the pofleffion by Ruf- 
fia of Oczakow, and the diftri& between 
the Bog and the Dneifter, did not affeé& 
the intereft of this country, or juftify the 
armament.” Negatived without a divi- 
fion. 

The queftion on the fecond motion, 
« That the negociation between this coun- 
try ahd Ruffia had been wholly unfuccefs- 
ful,’ was loft by the previous queftion 
being put and carried. 

The third and laft motion was then 
put, © That his majefty’s minifters had 
been guilty of grofs mifconduét, tending 
to increafe the expence, and diminifh the 
influence of Great Britain.” 

The houfe divided, ayes, 116, noes, 
224, majority 128. 

On Wedn:iday, March 7, in a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe, Mr. Pitt ftated 
that he fhould move two refolutions re- 
fpefting a fuitable eftablifhment for the 
duke and duchefs of York. The firft re- 
folution wou'd be, to enable his majefty 
to grant out of the confolidated fund the 
fim of 18,0001. annually, which, added 
to the 12,0001], already granted to the 
duke of York out of the civil lift, and 
to 7,000]. which would be propofed in 
Ireland, would render the amount of his 
income 37,0001. The fecond refolution 
would be, for a provifion for the duche({s 
of York, in cafe of her furviving his royal 
highrefs, for which he thould propofe as 
a jointure 8,cco]. annually, to be de- 
trayed opt of the coniplidated fund. 
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Mr. Fox faid, that confideritig the blef= 
fings derived from our invaluable confti- 
tution, and confidering monarchy as effen- 
tial to that conftitution, it was proper to 
make a fuitable provifion for the mainte- 
nance of its dignity in every part. At 
prefent the prince, for whom they were 
about to provide, ftood in fo clofe a rela- 
tionfhip to the throne, that any dependence 
upon it could not be difagreeable ; but a 
period might come when the relationfhip 
would be confiderably fmaller. It was 
his with, therefore, that a principle might 
bz laid down, to make fuch a provifion for 
the princes of the royal family, as might 
not render them, when related in a {mall 
degree to the throne, dependent upon the 
perfon who might happen to wear the 
crown, or dependent upon parliament. 
He confidered the fum now moved, merely 
as a life snnuity: he flated the neceffity 
his royal highnefs was un:ler, from his 
elevated rank, and from his alliance, to 
maintain a fplendid houfe in London ard 
in the country, which he was left to pro- 
vide himfelf with, and with the complete 
fetting-out of his eftablifhment in every 
part, without a fingle fhilling, except fuch 
as might be raifed on his annuity, and 
whics could not be raifed but upon ufu~ 
rious, or, at belt, very difadvantageous 
tern The fum, he contended, was ei- 
ther too much, or too little; it was too 
much, if accompanied with a provifion of 
refidences, and a fum for fetting out with 
his eftablifhment, and too little if not fo 
accompanied. He wifhed the hcuf to lay 
down, as a principle, the voting finaller 
annuities, “a the provifion of fuitable re- 
fidences, or a fufficient fum for their pro- 
vifion. The prefent mode, he confidered 
to be, by involving princes in difficulties 
in their outfet, a temptation to make them 
had ceconomifts. If the alliance, entered 
into by his royal highnefs, fhould produce 
what the houfe, in their addrefles, always 
termed ‘a further fecurity for the Proteftant 
fucceflion,’ the houfe would, by the pre- 
fent annuity expiring with the life of his 
77 highnefs, leave princes of the houfe 
of Brunfwick unprovided for, depending 
wholly upon the king, and upon the ge- 
nerofity of future parliaments. To this 
fituation they ought not to be expofed : 
fomething more permanent fhould be a- 
dupted. Jt was the opinion of many, that 
the king's civil lift was equal to a pro- 
vifion for his family. This was a queition 
that ought not to be paffed over: it wag 
a queltion that ought to come before the 
houle. Lhe civil lit muft be ioo great, 
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or it muft be too fmall. If equal to 
provide for the rifing branches of the 
royal family, it muft have been too great 
previous to the neceffity for fuch a provi- 
fion; and if not competent, it mult be 
too {mall for the increafe of expence occa- 
fioned by fuch provifion.——He again con- 
tended for the neceflity of maintaining 
princes in their due rank, and againit 
their being placed in fuch fituations as 
might omed them to involve themfelves 
in difficulties.—He concluded by faying, 
he would not propofe any amendment, be- 
caufe he confidered every propofition for 
the provifion of princes, would belt come 
from the crown. 

Mr. Pitt agreed with the right hon. 
gentleman, that every propofition for the 
provifion of a prince, ought to originate 
with the crown. In the fituation he ftood, 
it would be prefumption to propofe fur- 
ther, than he had in command from his 
majefty; and not having received com- 
mands to offer further than he had offered, 
he held it not to be his right to do more. 
He agreed alfo w:th the right hon. gen- 
tleman, that if the civil lift was now com- 
petent to make provifion for the rifing 
branches of the royal family, that it muft 
have been too much before; but that it 
was not, he might fafely refer to the ex- 
perience of the right hon. gentleman him- 
‘felf. Experience had for fome time thewn 
that the expence upon the civil lift had 
been fuch as to render the fum for it not 
too much; and the houfe, in the laft 
feffion, by relieving unanimoufly the civil 
lift from the annuity of 12,0001. to his 
royal highnefs the duke of Clarence, and 
transferring it to the confolidated fund, at 
a time when the materials were before them 
to prove that the defired relief was reafon- 
able and juft, afforded fufficient informa- 
tion to lead to conviétion that it could not 
be adequate to the prefent provifion, which 
muft be left to the generofity of the na- 
tion, and not to the civil lut. The prefent 
fum propofed was what his majefty had 
thought proper to requeft, in addition to 
the 12,000]. annually, which had been 
granted from the civil lift: future pro- 
vifion was not neceffary on that day to be 
difcuffed : the time would certainly come 
when fuch difcuffion would be neceffary. 
He had no inftru&tion to propofe any pro- 
vifion for houfes for his royal highnefs ; 
but he wifhed to correé&t a miftake of the 
right hon. gentleman, in his affertion that 
his royal highnefs had no houfes, and 
that he was fet out in his eftablifhment 
without a fhilling ; the provifion now pro- 
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pofed taking date for half a back, 
and his royal highnefs, previous to his 
marriage, having been in pofleffion of a 
town and country refidence. 

Mr. Fox reprefented the houfes pof- 
felled by his royal highnefs to have been 
purchafed neither out of the public money, 
nor by any actual payments he had been 
enabled to make: they were, in confe- 
quence, loaded with incumbrances. He 
concluded by admitting, that the civil 
lift was inadequate to the. neceflary pro- 
vifion for the younger branches of the 
family, but hoped, that in the provifion 
parliament fhould make for them, fome 
permanent principle might be laid down. 

Mr. Burden moved an amendment, to 
omit the word eighteen, for the purpofe 
of inferting tex. 

Sir James Johnftone approved of the 
manner in which the annuity was pro- 
pofed to be granted, as it rendered the fon 
dependent upon the father, and enabled 
the father to deftroy the effe&t of any con- 
tra&t upon that annuity with Jews, or 
with ufurers. The hon. baronet was de- 
firous that the haufe fhould be acquainted 
with the revenues of the bifhopric of Of- 
naburgh, being convinced, that when they 
were added to the other fums intended to 
be granted to his royal highnefs, his fitua- 
tion would appear evidently fuperior to 
that of the fon of any other fovereign ia 
Europe. 

Mr. Fox faid, he never had heard it 
even furmifed that parliament had the leatt 
right to enquire into the revenue of the 
king arifing from his ele€torate of Hano- 
ver: equally unjuft would it be, to exa- 
mine into the foreign pofleffions of his royal 
highnefs. The hon. gentleman [Mr. Bur- 
den} who had propofed the amendment, 
having not given a reafon for lowering the 
annuity, and not having propofed a pro- 
vifion for a refidence, or an adequate tum, 
he fhould certainly obje&t to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Burden gave as a reafon for pro- 
pofing his amendment, an opinion that 
the country was not in a fituation to bear, 
as a precedent, the higher fum. 

Mr. Pitt, in reply to arguments ad- 
vanced againft the propofed annu'ty, as 
a principle for the provifion of cther 
branches of the royal famjly, faid, he 
had not brought it forward as any fuch 
principle ; the near fituation of his royal 
highnefs to the crown, and his alliance, 
might make that moderate and prostr, 
«which to another, differently fituated, might 
be exceflive and improper. 

Sir 





304 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


Sir William Dolben confidered the in- 
tended annuity to be the opening of an 
extenfive field of permanent expence to 
the country. He was ready to go as far 
as any man, to thew his refpeét for his 
fovereign ; but could not confent to the 
prefent provifion, which, if agreed to, he 
feared would be confidered as a precedent 
by future houfes of commons. ‘The fum 
propofed to be granted upon the Englith 
and Iith eftablithments was little fhort of 
40,0001. a year; and fhould this prece- 
dent be followed in provifions for the 
other branches of the royal family, the 
expence would. be between two and three 
hundred thoufand pounds a year. He 
wifhed the queftion to be well confidered, 
for if it was not fully difcufled in that 
houfe, it would be unpopular out of. the 
houfe.—He wifhed gentlemen to remem- 
ber, that they might be called upon to 
grant fortunes to the amiable princefles. 
‘There were other branches of the royal 
family alfo to be confidered, all of whom 
would have reafon to complain if not as 
well provided for as the duke of York.— 
The revenue of Ofnabu:gh, he contended, 
ought to be confidered, which revenue, if 
managed f#irly, would produce ten or 
twelve thoufand pounds annually. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor faid, the hon. ba- 
ronet had eftimated the revenue of Ofna- 
burgh more, by half, than he had ever 
before heard it; but whatever the amount 
was, he confidered it to be totally out of 
the prefent queftion. He concluded by 
faying, he fhould give his vote for the 
larger fm, not looking upon it as a pre- 
cedent for the provifion of any other prince, 
unlefs {uch prince fhould ftand in the fame 
relation to the throne, and be fituated 
the fame by marriage. 

Sir James Johnftone faid, he could 
aver, from the beit information he had 
been enabled to obtain, that the revenue 
of Ofnaburgh amounted to 35,0001. a year. 

Sir William Dolben faid, whatever the 
revenue might be, it was an advance to 
to the inceme of his royal highnefs; the 
deficiency of which the houfe would be 
under the neceffity of making up to other 
princes, whenever theirettablifliments fhould 
ccme to be voted. 

Mr. Fox rofe to contend againft argue 
ments advanced on the revenues of the 
bifhopric of Ofnaburgh ; for neither with 
thof@ revenues, nor with the revenues of 
Hanover, had this country any thing to 
co,.—Genilemen need not be told, that the 
ele&tor of Hanover and the prince of Of 
naburgh owed duties to their fubjetts. 
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The country ought to be too proud to réé 
ceive a fhilling earned by the labourer of 
Ofnaburgh, or of Hanover, in fupport of 
her royal family. It ought to be a fuffi. 
cient gratification in the foreign poffeffions 
held by our princes, that none were fo 
much efteemed in Germany for the libeq 
rality of their government. In father, and 
in fon, examples were fet of liberality, of 
juftice, and moderation. If the houfe 
meant to exprefs their approbation. of the 
marriages of the younger fons of the pre- 
fent family, an ample provifion ought ta 
be made for the fupport of the marriages 
fo entered into. ‘The prefent provifion he 
could by no means confider as a preces 
dent ; and as a proof that precedents were 
not followed in provifions for princes, he 
thought the fituation of the prince of Wales 
was a ftriking inftance. He could not fee 
upon what decent ground gentlemen could 
oppole a fuitable provifion for the branches 
of the royal family. Were gentlemen 
forry that his majefty had a numerous 
family? Were they forry that they had 
grown to maturity? Had they aéted the 
part of hypocrites in their congratulatory 
addrefles to the throne on every increafe of 
the family ; or did they mean to fay that 
the houfe of Brunfwick was a grievance ? 
He withed gentlemen would {peak out, 
and ftate at once what they wifhed. He 
would afk any man who was willing to 
admit monarchy as eflential to our con- 
ftitution, whatever narrower notions he 
might entertain of the eftablifhments of 
piinces, whether he was willing to reduce 
monarchy to the plaineft ftate of a fimple 
republic, and whether they werg ready to 
admit thofe impolitic levelling’ principles, 
of reducing a prince of high rank to the 
plain fituation of a private gentleman ; 
and to reduce a princefs of elevated con- 
dition to that of a plain and fimple gentle- 
woinan? Such prmciples he condemned, 
and contended that when gentlemen would 
confider the neceffary expence of the duke 
in employing gentlemen for his houfe- 
hold, and ladies of the moft elevated rank 
for the houfehold of her royal highnefs, that 
the fum propofed would in no degree be 
confidered too large. 

After fome other gentlemen had fpoken 
for and againft the amendment, it was 
withdrawn, and Mr. Pitt’s firit refolution 
was carried. The fecond refolution was 
then moved, and cazried without oppofi- 
tion. 

On Thurfday, March 8, in a committee 
of the whole houfe, Mr. Pitt obferved, 
that having given notice that on the me 
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foot day he fhould fubmit to a committee 
his propofitions for a few bill for accele- 
rating thé payment of the national debt, 
as the principle upon which his refo- 
lutions were founded was likely to be 
he would not trouble the com- 
mittee further than by merely ftating the 
he fhould move, as it might 
be more agreeable and convenient to ai. 
éufs them when a bill founded thereon 
fhould be before the houfe. He con- 
cluded by reading two refolutions, the firft 
of which went to continue the effeét of the 
finking fund for the reduétion of the na- 
tional debt, fubfequent to the period when 
the intéreft of the money in the finking 
fund fhould amount to four millions an- 
nually ; and the fecond, to prevent any 
future 0 gy burdens on the country, 
by en ings that a provifion fhould be 
made for the fpeedy payment of every 
Joan entered into, or that an additional 
fam, in proportion to the loan fo bor- 
sowed, fhould be fet apart for the re- 
duétion of the whole national debt. 

The queftion being put on each refo- 
Jution, they were agreed to, and the houfe 
was refumed, 

Mr. Fox then faid, he held _ hand 
a petition froma t number o fons, 
conplalihig of the grievances unde wich 
they laboured, by the aéts of the gth and 
roth of king William, and by aclaufe in 
the Toleration Aé&, which fubjeéted to 
fevere penalties all who did not agree with 
the doétrine ef the Trinity, according to 
the Thirty-nine Articles. The petition 
was fi by 1600 perfons, fome of whom 
were Unitarians, iome Arians, befide many 
refpeftable Churehmen and Diffenters, who 
were averfé to penalties for religious opi- 
hions, and whole liberality induced therm 
to petition upon the ground of toleration, 
and the freedom of religious enquiry. 

The petition was brought up and read : 
it concluded by praying, that leave might 
be granted to Ting in a bill to repeal the 
aéts and the ¢laufe complained againtt. 

Mr, Fox again rofé; and though not 
at prefentt prepared to fubmit to the houfe 
any motion upon the petition, he fhould 
feel it his duty, he faid, before much time 
‘elapfd, to fubmit a propofition to the 
houfe. In fuch propofition, fhould he 
contult his own feelings, it would go much 
farther than the prayer of the petition ; 
for it would go to a general {weeping 
away of all the penal laws on our ftatute- 

s agaimft religious opinions, being 
convinced that thofe laws had been enacted 





upon falfe principles ; and if u 
éliee pwc mag or upon dan might 
have been confidered political expediency, 
that thofe circumftances and that expedi 
“~~ no longer had an exiftence. 

n the relief honourably granted by the 
houfe, in the laft feffion, to the Roman 
Catholics, it had beeri his with to have 
the whole of the penal aéts againft them, 
which difgraced our ftatute-books, ex- 
punged. Actuated by the fame with, the 
courfe he thould take, if the houf per- 
mitted him, would be, to move for a re= 
peal of all the penal laws againft religious 
opinions ; and when fuch bill had gone 
the length of acommittal, gentlertien might 
ftate the laws they confidered neceffary to 
remain. Should this mode, however, be 
objected to, he would propofe only the re- 
peal of the laws complained agairift in the 

refent petition. He concluded by faying, 
e fhould bririg forward a propofition on 
the fubjeét on an early day. 

On Thurfday March 15, Major Mait- 
land rofe to move certain refolutions ref- 
pecting the war in India. He doubted 
not, he faid, before he fat down, to be ena» 
bled to prove, that the war was founded in 
injuftice and impolicy, and likely to be ter- 
minated by confequences tending to the ruin 
of our fettlements. ‘The points to which 
the hon. gentleman wifhed particularly to 
draw the attention of the houfe, were ; firft, 
to the letter from Lord Cornwallis, to the 
Nizam, dated July 7, 1789, which was, 
in his opinion, as grofs an inftance of 
duplicity and juggle as ever difgraced this 
country. The iecond was, to the original 
obje& of fending Britith troops into the 
Travancore country ; and the next, to the 
mode of procuring money to conduét the 
wat. To provide for the expences of the 
war, poffeffion had been taken of the terri~ 
tories of the Nabob of Arcot and Tan- 
jore, which act had exceeded in turpitude 
every one of thofe committed by the perfon 
now expiating his crimes at the bar of the 
houfe of lords. He contended, that the 
ruin of the Myfere government would ke 
the ruin of the Britith interefts in India, by 
deftroying the barrier between us and the 
Mabrattas. He entered upon the treaty of 
31768, which was entered into between the 
corhpany, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, 
for the purpofe of checking the rapid in- 
creafe of the power of Hyder Ally. The 
treaty of 1769, he faid, invalidated that of 
1768, which was now, however, by lord 
Cornwallis’ letter, raked from the duft 
with which it had been covered for 20 
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years, for the purpofes of hoftility to Tip- 
poo, and the partition of histerritory. He 
attemped to prove, that the purchafe of Ja- 
cottah was with the view of eftablifhing 
an offenfive poft againft Tippoo ; that the 
war had been procraftinated, and that the 
confequent ruin of our finances was inevi- 
table. The expences of the wa: he afferted 
to have been in part defrayed by the feizure 
of the property of one prince, to carry on 
war againft another, We had commenced 
the attack of an enemy, by ftipping a 
friend; we had faerificed- the nabob of 
Arcot to our views again Tippoo; for 
fuch conduct he was defirous of hearing 
fome reafon advanced ; fome neceffity fhewn 
for making the nabob a beggar in his own 
dominions. He confidered this to be an 
a&t of the blackeft dye. His opinion of 
the progrefs of the war was the fame with 
what he had on a former debate ftated to 
have been ; armies and ammunition we had 
in abundance, but we wanted provifions, 
and that difficulty would be increafed in the 
fecond attempt to take Seringapatam, as 
there neither would be new culiivations, 
nor new hoards of grain, for lord Corn- 
wallis to avail himfelf of. He dwelt upon 
the proverbial faithleMfnets of the Mahrat- 
tas, and deprecated as highly impolitic our 
alliance with them. ‘The extirpation of 
‘Tippoo would in no degree whatever bet- 
ter us; it might add to the extent of our 
territory, and to the apparent increafe of 
our revenue, but our expence and our dan- 
ger would be increafed. He concluded by 
moving feveral refolutions, condemning 
the war; the two fit of which were, 
* That it appears to the houfe that the let- 
ter from earl Cornwallis to the Nizam was 
meant to have, and has had, the full ef- 
fet of a treaty, executed in due form; 
and ‘ That Tippoo Sultan had not, up to 
the time of the fignature of that letter, 
given any offence to the Britifh government, 
or conduéted himfelf in any manner war- 
ranting the commencement of hoftilities a- 
gaintt him.” 

Mr. Powys, after an exordium in fa- 
vour of lord Cornwallis, as a perfon 
of fuch plainnefs and fincerity in all his 
tranfaélions that he was incapable of any 
Kind of crooked policy, faid, that infead 
of fteing any thing deferving difapproba- 
tion in the conduct of the noble lord, he 
¢pfidered that conduct to be meriting the 
highett approbation. The war arofe, not 
trom the inclination of his lordthip, but 
from cruel neceflity. The apparent deier- 
nuination of-Tippeo had Jong been for hot- 
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tility, and the letter from his lordfhip te 
the Nizam, to counteract fuch hoftility, m- 
ftead of meriting the epithets of duplicity 
and juggle, was founded on the trueit po- 
licy. That his lordfhip was inched to 
peace, and paid every due attention to the 
refolutions of that houfe for its mainte- 
nance, the letter was ftrong evidence ; for 
in one part of it his lord(hip expreffed him~ 
felf, that * Unlefs. juft caufe fhould be 
me for entering into new treaties, the 
aws of my country, the injunctions of the 
king and commons of England, as well as 
the faith and honour of che Englifh, pro- 
hibit me from entering into any negotia- 
tions to make new treaties.” In every 
tranfaftion of the noble lord’s, which had 
been brought forward for cenfure, he faw 
grounds fufficient for the moft honourable 
exculpation. 

Lord Mornington faid, that upon a for- 
mer day, when motions cenfuring, as the 
prefent did, the commencement and pro- 

refs of the war, the difcuffion was con- 
idered to tend to confequences extreme! 
mifchievous, to the forming unjuft at J 
fions on the minds of our allies, and to 
difcourage our general to counteraé thofe 
effets, the houfe was not content with 
merely negativing the propofed cenfure, but 
voted a declaration of approbation of the 
conduét of lord Cornwallis, as a means to 
counteract the mifchiefs which might other- 
wife have been expe€ted, from the infinua- 
tions thrown out, of the injuftice of the 
war,and of the impolicy in-proceeding with 
it. The declaration of the houfe in fup- 
port of the war, he underftood frorn India, 
had been attended with the beft effeéts ; it 
was not then to be thought that the houfe 
would, when no fubftantial ground was 
taken, and no new fact advanced, coun- 
tenance any motion calculated to deftroy 
their former determination. His Lordfhip 
then took a review of the commencement 
and progrefs of the war, the former of 
which he contended to have been juit, and 
indifpenfably neceffary ; and the latter fuc- 
cefsful and glorious to the britith arms. 
He ae by faying, that if peace, as 
was extremely probable, was by this time 
effefted, the motions were nugatory; and 
if peace was not efle&ted, they might be 
pernicious. 

General Smith contended, that there 
was nothing offentive in the noble lord's 
letter ; that the condu&t of ‘L:ppoo had 
been, from his acceffion to the Myiore go- 
vernment, marked witha rooted hatred to 
the Britith ; and that for the laft four <_< Ss 
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his ¢ondu& had been evidently hoftile: he 
withed gentlemen to recolle&t the embafly 
to France, where, as was generally known, 
a treaty had been agitated for the extirpa- 
tion of the Britith from India. The hon. 
general faid, he confidered the attack made 
by Tippoo on the Travancore lines, to 
have been a fortunate circumftance for this 
country, for in a very fhort time, by the 
works he was carrying on, but which he 
had not finifhed, he would not only have 
been an over. match for us, but for the for- 
midable league by which he is now borne 
down. The conduct of lord Cornwallis 
in commencing the war on account of this 
attack, he confidered not only as juft, but 
as a mafter-piece of policy ; and fofar from 
bemg ready to cenfure his lordfhip by a- 
greeing to the motions before the houfe, he 
was ready to declare that there did not ap- 
pear in the whole of his lordfhip’s conduct 
in India, a fingle a&t derogatory to the good 
faith, to the honour, or the dignity of his 
country. 

Mr. Anftruther fpoke on the injuftice of 
being prevented from freely examining the 
fubjeét, merely in compliment to the per- 
fonal charatter of Lord Cornwallis. He 
thought it did not become gentlemen on 
the other fide of the houie to fay, that they 
were fhaking the faith of our alliances,when 
it had already been fufficiently fhaken by 
the declarations in the gazettes of the cow- 
ardice of the Nizam. 

Colonel Phipps, by the aid of his pro- 
feffional knowledge, threw great light on 
our military operations in India. He con- 
cluded, by moving amendments to fome 
of the refolutions, and faid that he fhould 
negative the others. 

The queftion having been put on colo- 
nel Phipp’s amendment of the third refo- 
lution, the houfe divided upon the fame, 

Ayes for the amendment - 152 
Noes - - - 42 
Majority 110 

On Friday, March 16, Mr. Burton, 
purfuant to the notice he had given on a 
former day, rofe to make a motion for the 
more effe&tual adminiftration of the duties 
of juftices of the peace in Middlefex. Gen- 
tlemen, he faid, from their own obferva- 
tion, muft be acquainted with the bleflings 
which arofe in the country, from the fair 
adminiftration of the important office of a 
juftice of peace: In Londen, however, the 
cafe was very different, and excepting the 
office in Bow-ftreet, and the adminittra- 
tion of magiftracy in the city, where the 
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refpeftable body of magiftrates confidered 
it an addition to their dignity, and not as 
a difparagement, to ferve their country as 
juttices of the peace, the bleflings were not 
experienced. ‘The caufes were too notori- 
ous to need mention. The two principal 
were thofe of a deficiency of offices in the 
metropolis, and the abufe of the office. . 
Thofe who were robbed of trifles, or flight- 
ly injured in their perfons, if at a confide , 
rable diftance from Bow-ftreet, put up with 
their injuries, rather than involve them- 
felves in the trouble of the profecution of 
the offenders ; the confequence of which 
was, that finall offences pafled unpunifh- 
ed, and gave rife to greater, until thofe 
who committed them received a final pu- 
nifhment. The abufe of the office of a 
juftice of peace was alfo as well known, as - 
the deficiency of proper offices; it was 
grofsly abufed by men who made it a 
trade: his objet was to propofe a remedy 
to cure both the deficiency and the abufe ; 
and the mode he fhould fubmit would be 
by a law, direfting fit, that five offices 
fhou!d always be open to tranfaé& bufinefs 5 
and, 2dly, that no fees fhould be received 
for bufinefs tranfacted within the diftri&s 
of thofe offices. He thould propofe that 
three juftices be appointed to each office ; 
that one of thofe three fhould always be 
on the fpot from nine in the morning unt: 
a late hour in the evening ; that two fhould 
always be prefent in the principal part of 
the day, one of whom to be a magiftrate of 
the office, the other might be any gentleman 
in the commiffion for Middlefex. The 
due fees to be accounted for into the receipt 
of his majefty’s exchequer, for the purpof 
of conftituting a fund, out of which the 
falaries of the juftices, and the other ex- 
pences of the eftablifhment, were to be de- 
frayed. The confequence of thus render- 
ing it impoflible that a juftice of the peace 
fhould be interefted in levying a fine, or in 
the amount of the fine, would be the pla- 
cing him ina fituation in which he could 
have no intereft but in the uoright difcharge 
of his duty. To provide, however, a- 
gainft the poffih.lty of the fees not amounts 
ing to a fuflicieat fum to defray the ex- 
pences and falavies, it was his intention to 
propofe a claufe for the payment of the re- 
mainder out of the confolidated fund. 
Thefe were the outlines of his plan, in 
which, however, he had omitted the men- 
tion of another appointment, which might 
be found neceffary, a treafurer, to receive 
all fees for the receipt of the exchequer, 
and to pay the expences of falarics and efta- 
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blithments. It had been propofed, he faid, 
for the purpofe of removing all idea of pa- 
tronaze, to leave the different appointments 
that mutt take place to carry his plan into 
execution, to the lord chancellor, the two 
chief juftices, the chief baron, and other 
fons of that defcription; but to this 
mode he had an objection, not thinkin 
that in a refponfibility fo generatly fpread, 
there could be equal fecurity that proper per- 
fons fhould be appointed, as in a refponfi- 
bility more confined. He thought, there- 
fore, that it would be the beft for the ap- 
pointment to reft in one perfon, where it 
now refted, namely, in the king, and that 
his majefty’s advifer fhould be one known 
and refponfible perfon, the head of the law. 
In propofing the fituation of the offices, he 
faid they would be fo placed, that no part 
of their diftriéts ate be at a greater dif- 
tance than that of half a mile.—T'wo con- 
fequences would arife from the eftablith- 
ment of fuch a plan as he had ftated, pub- 
licity and competition; their publicity 
would enable all the world to jd whe- 
ther the magiflrates aéted uprightly ; and 
the competition arifing from that publicity, 
would not be a competition for the gain of 
lucre, which was the competition of the 
prefent interlopers into magiftracy, but it 
would be a competition for ikl, impartia- 
lity, and integrity.—His plan was not cal- 
cula:ed to benefit the rich, but to ferve the 
gor, who would thereby have places of re- 
fort to obtain redrefs, and not, as now was 
too frequently the cafe, in their applica- 
tions for redrefs and juftice, find extortion 
and oppreffion.—His propofitions would 
not operate to a change of the prefent law, 
but would leave it exaétly as before, for no 
magiftiates would be —— from ferv- 
jog the public—fees alone would be relin- 
quithed ; thofe gentlemen who were defi- 
rous to aét would have an opportnnity of 
a&ting ferviceably in conjunétion with the 
magiltrates of the office, over whom their 
prefence might operate as a check. He 
would trouble the houfe no further, than 
by moving, ‘ That leave be given to bring 
in a bill for the more effectual adminiftra- 
tion of the « fice of juitice of peace in fuch 
parts of Middlefex, as lie in and about 
the metropolis.” 

Mr. fecretary Dundas faid, it was with 
great pleafure he rofe to fecond the motion 
of the hon. and learned gentleman. He 
ebferved upon that part of the hon. gen- 


tleman’s fpeech, in which he had ftated that 
he had no intention to alter the law; but 
if fuch alteration was neceflary, and if it 
fhould be found expedient to clothe ma- 
iftrates with more power than they now 
id poffefs, fuch additional power, Mr. 
Dundas faid, he moft certainly would rea~ 
dily vote for. He here took notice of the 
alarming increafe of pickpockets, and their 
increafed impudence, which had arifen to 
fuch an height that no perfon could walk 
the freets in fafety. If, in the progrefs of 
the bill, he could devife any clauie to ena- 
ble magiftrates to take more effectual mea- 
fures than they now could, againft fuch 
rfons as he had deferibed, he hoped the 
oufe would give it the moft ferious confi- 
deration. It was the duty of minifters to 
look to every thing that might promote the 
welfare of the ftate ; if, therefore, it thould 
—_ that the fecurity of the people, and 
the morals of any clafs, could be advanced 
by giving more effeétual power to juftices 
of the peace, fuch a meafure could not be 
adopted with more propriety than in a bill 
which went to the reform of magiftracy. 

Mr. Mainwaring was defirous of hear- 
7. the right hon. fecretary, what that 
defe&t of the law was, with refpect to the 
punifhment of pickpockets ; he was of opi- 
nion, that to remedy fuch defeéts, if de- 
feéts there were, would be better proceeded 
in by going into a committee on the laws 
againft pickpockets, than by the i- 
tion of : claufe in the bill aekaee be 
brought in. 

Mr. fecretary Dundas faid, he had not 
propofed a committee, becaufe fuch a pro- 

fition might have tended to retard the 

ill of the hon. gentleman, which every 
man mutt feel to be neceflary, and with to 
be expedited ; for his own part, he would 
not attempt to introduce into it any debate- 
able matter; but if any meafure truck 
him in the progrefs of the bill, calculated 
for the purpofe he had before ftated, he 
fhou'd fubmit it to the confideration of the 
houfe, and give his reafons.in fupport of 
the meafure. 

The queition was then put and unani- 
moufly agreed to, and Mr. Burtor, Mr. 
Mainwaring, Mr. fecretary Dundas, the 
attorney and folicitor general, Mr. El- 
liott, Mr. H. Brown, and fir George 
Howard, were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the bill. 


{ To be continued. J] 
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AFFAIRS or FRANCE, 
Continued from page 142: 


IN the national aflembly, on Monday, 
February 6, an aé of accufatior. was paffed 
againft the emigrant princes, M. de Ca- 
lonne, M. de Laqueuile the elder, and 
M. de Riquetti, late vifcount de Mira- 


beau. 
On Saturday, February 11, the guard 
at one of the doors of the gallery of 
the natianal aflembly, was infulted, and 
forced by the crowd, who contended, that 
the conftitution abolifhed privileges, and 
confecrated equality, and that, therefore, 
they had an equal right to be there as any 
perfons for whom the feats had been de- 
figned. The mob, after having difperfed 
the centinels, moynted the gallery, of 
which they took poffeffion. 

A legiflator was defirous that this a& of 
violence fhould be taken into confideration 
by the legiflature ; but the mob, far from 
teftifying either fear or repentance, over- 
whelmed the fpeaker with hiffes and 

ans. 

M. Roullier then attempted to {peak ; 
but, notwithftanding his popularity, met 
the fame fate as the former member. 

The prefident then {poke, but with as 
little fuccefs ; his prohibitions to the mob 
from difturbing the legiflative body were 
openly defpifed. 

On a propofal being made to drive the 
rioters from the tribunes, they became more 
tumultuous and difrefpeétful than ever. 

Fortunately, an extraordinary deputa- 
tion from the municipality of Avignon 
having been introduced to the bar, re- 
— to be heard. Hereupon, not only 
the legiflators, but the rioters, became cu- 
rious to hear what was to be faid. Silence 
was of courfe reftored. 

Before the municipal officers of Avig- 
non were permitted to {peak, the affembly, 
by a formal decree, enjoined the commit- 
tee of infpection to prefent a plan on the 
means to prevent, in future, the guard 
from being forced, and the reprefentatives 
of the le from being infulted, even 
when alfembled in their fan&tuary. 


Reports having ftrongly prevailed in 

the capital, that the king was meditating 

a fecond departure, his majefty, on the 

27th of February, fent the following let- 

pw to the mayor and municipality of 
aris. 


* Gentlemen, 


* I have already mentioned to fome of 


you the reports which are f{pread about my 
pretended leaving Paris ; F thought that 
what I mentioned of it would hive been 
fufficient for difcrediting thefe reports; 
but as evil-minded people continue to pro- 

gate them, in to alarm the inha- 
cao of Paris, and to calumniate my 
intentions, I will explain myflf clearly 
on my way of thinking. 

* I know the duties which the conftitu- 
tion impofes upon me, I will always ful- 
fil them; but I alfo know the rights it 
gives me, and I will never refufe myfelf 
the power of making ufe of them. No- 
thing keeps me at Paris but my will of 
being there, as I think my prefence ne- 
ceffary, and I declare, that I will and 
fhall remain there ; and whenever I fhall 
have reafons to leave it, I fhall not dif- 
guife them. 

© I have to add, that if a perfon is not 
quite deprived of the ufe of his fenfes, or 
incurably perverfe, he cannot entertain the 
leaft doubt of my inviolable attachment to 
the welfare of the nation, and the inha- 
bitants of Paris. . 

(Signed LOUIS.’ 

The Bow A ordered the letter to 
be printed and pofted up, and appointed a 
deputation to exprefs to his majefty their 
deep fenfibility of this new affurance of his 
attachment to the happinefs of the nation. 

Trial by jury is now eftablifhed in 
Paris, and will be fo in the reft of the 
kingdom, as faft as the neceffary arrange- 
ments can be made. 

On Sunday, Feb. 12, the committee of 
infpection informed the aflembly, that to 
prevent fuch diforders as had taken place 
on Saturday evening, the nation alguard of 
Paris had offered to mount a guard of 
artillery at the entrance of the hall, and 
that two pieces of cannon, with matches 
lighted, were now planted there. 

M. Lambert obferving, that a motion 
for granting the honours of the Pantheon 
to the illuftrious author of the Spirit of 
Laws, had been referred to the committee 
of public inftruétion, propofed that the 
fame honours fhould be granted to the 
me of Louis XII and Henry IV, as 
the only French kings who had truly 
fhewn themfelves the fathers of their ~ 
ple; and that no monument fhould be 
ereéted in honour of any man during his 
life. This was referred to.the fame.come 
mittee, 

On 
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On Wednefday, Feb. 29, the anfwer 
of prince Kaunitz to the king's late’ re- 
preientations refpefting the conduct of the 
emperor, was communicated to the em- 


poror; it is in fubitance as follows : 


€ Vienna, Feb. 17, 1792. 

* Tanfwer, in the name of the emperor 
my mafter, to the explanations required 
by the court of France. The requeft 
refted on two points; the firft relative to 
the orders iffued to general Bender to pre- 
pare for war. This armament was merely 
defenfive; it had no other obje& but to 
proteét the electorate of Treves from an 
mvafion. ‘The fecond point related to the 
emperor's alliance with the king of Pruffia 
and other powers. ‘Though it be mif- 
named a Jeazue, nothing can be more juft, 
than the treaty by which the kings de= 
clared, in the month ‘of June 1791, that 
they would fupport the caufe of his moft 
Chriftian majefty againft his rebel oppref- 
fors. Nothing but the king's perfect ftate 
of freedom could have difarmed his a- 
vengers; but fhould rebeltion break out 
anew, the confederacy of kings would 
have its effet.” [When this lait paflage 
was read, a member exclaimed, that the 
emperor was very infolent ; another called 
for the order ef the day ; a third vocife- 
gated War! War! War! and M, Taille- 
fer faid, m a very audible voice, ¢ The 
emperor is a curfd &unical fellow.*} 
After having threatened thofe who would 
dare infult the king, queen, or any of the 
royal family, he proceeded to the popular 
focieties, and faid, £ the violence and in- 
fluence of the republican party, condemned 
by the principles of the conftitution, are 
noticed with forrow by all thote who wifh 
well to France—the Jacobins are the in- 
ftigators of that faétion—[ Here M. Tail- 
lefer interrupted—‘ /0, fo, the clowen-foot 
appears’—another gentleman called out 
for the author of the farce ; a third con- 
tended, that Leopold was a member of 
the Feuillant club|—by their manceuvres 
they feck to undermine the government, 
to expofe the monarch to contempt ; and, 
through their baneful inflnence, the law- 
givers iffued the incompetent decree of 
the 25th of January, as if the king’s rights 
were fubordinate to the caprice of a na- 
tional afiembly.” 


This anfwer was referred to the diplo- 
matic committee ; before whom it lay a 
confiderable time. 

The national affembly had intimated to 
the king, that M. Bertrand, the marine 
minifier, had loit the confidence of the 


nation; but, inftead of difmiffing him» 
as was expected, his majefty fent a letter 
to the aflembly, announcing his having 
difmiffed M, de Narbonne, the war mi- 
nifter. As this gentleman poffeffed the 
confidence of the affembly, the condué 
of the cabinet at the Thuilleries (which 


‘ was fuppofed to have aéted under the 


Auftrian party, yet unacquainted with the 
death of the emperor) underwent fome 
fevere animadverfions. In the midft of 
one of thefe difcuffions on the fubje&t, the 
following letter was announced from the 
kang; 


* Gentlemen, 


* 1 have examined the obfervations which 
the zeal and folicitude of the national af- 
fembly have induced it to addrefs to me 
upon the conduét of the minifter of the 
marine. I fhall always receive with plea- 
fure thofe communications which it thinks 
ufeful tomake. The obfervations which 
have been fent me from the afflembly ap- 
pear to me abjfolutely to come within the 
number of thofe fubjeé&ts upon which it had 
declared itfelf incompetent to deliberate. 
I at that time gave an account of thofe 
anf{wers which M. Bertrand had prefented 
again{t thefe various complaints, and my 
judgment coincided with the ailembly. 
Since that time, no weil-founded complaint 
has been made relative to the different de- 
partments of his adminiftration, and all 
communications from the colonies, from 
commercial bodies, and from the naval 
departments, prefent teftimonies of his 
zeal and ufeful fervices. In a word, as 
he has heen reproached with no breach of 
the law, I fhould think mylelf unjuft, 
were I to withdraw my contidence from 
him. To conclude, minifters know well, 
that the only way to obtain and preferve 
my confidence, is to caufe the laws to be 
executed with energy and fidelity. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 
(Counterfigned) M.L. Duport. 


A long and animated debate followed, 
in which it was infifted, that the executive 
power had been abufed. In the interior it 
was converted into an engine for arifto- 
cratical views, and on the frontiers it 
feemed to have been delegated on one hand 
to the emperor and the king of Pruflia, 
and on the other to the king of Spain. 
Minifters, it was afferted, had been doing 
every thing in their power to deftroy the 
commonwealth fince the 21ft of June; 
that they had been guilty of treafon, and 
ought to pay the forfeit with their head a 
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The affembly at laft decreed, 

zit, That the minifters, M. de Mont- 
morin and M. Duportal, his fuceeflor to 
the prefent day, who have refigned, thall 
not leave the capital without giving in their 
accounts. ‘ 

2d, That there was caufe of impeach- 
ment againft M. Deleffart; that feals 
thould be put upon his effects, and that 
his perfon fhould be arrefted. 

is laft motion was adopted by a great: 
majority, and the feals were ordered to be 
affixed to M. Deleflart’s papers. 

The next day the minifter of the home 
department gave an account to the aflem- 
bly of the facts relative to the arreft of 
M. Deleffart. A mob having gathered 
round his houfe, and threatened his life, 
he concealed himfelf, fo that the officers 
of juftice could not find him. At four in 
the morning, however, he wrote to the 

rocurator-general of the department, that 
Gb had only withdrawn from violence, but 
that he might be found in a certain houfe 
in the fuburbs, where he was preparing 
to fet out for Orleans, to furrender him- 
éelf to the high national court. 

A little time after, M. Deleffart ad- 
‘dreffed the following letter to the national 
affembly : 


* Mr. Prefident, 

* At the moment of my departing for 
Orleans, I am permitted to — that 
without having heard, without having re- 
ceived any ecliarciffement on my fide, the 
national afflembly have pronounced the 
moft dreadful decree againft me ; and that 
while they might have been fo eafily con- 
vinced of my innocence, they have pre- 
ferred prefenting me to France and Europe 
in general, as accufed of the crime of 
treaion. I do not fear the fentence to 
which I am going to fubmit ; I will prove 
that all my conduét breathes a reipe¢ct for 
the laws, an attachment to the conftitu- 
tion, and an ardent love for the public 
welfare ; I will confound falfehood and 
calumny ; but I fhall always regret, as a 
citizen, that the national affembly have 
not permitted me to obtain from them the 
juttice that I expeét from the tribunal to 
which they are going to fend me.” 


If the latent intentions of the late em- 
peror were holtile to France, it foon ap- 
peared, that the new king of Hungary had 
not adopted more pacific views. In a 
word, the refult of various reprefentations 
and replications on each fide, was a deter- 
mination, in the French cabinct, to make 
immediate declaration of war. 


$11. 


Accordingly, én Friday the 2otl o 
April, the king of the French went to the 
national aflembly, and {poke as follows ; 


« Gentlemen, 

* I have come among you for an obje& 
of the higheft importance in the prefent 
circumitances. My ménifter of foreign 
affairs will read to you the report which 
he made to me in council om our fituation 
with regard to Germany.” 

The minifver “for, foreign affairs then 
went up, and ftanding by the king’s fide, 
read the report, which the king had no- 
tified to the affembly. 


Minute of the Cabinet Council of France, 
addreffed to the King. 
€ Sire, 

¢ When you took an oath of fidelity to 
the conftitution, you became the object of 
the hatred of the enemies of liberty. No 
natural tie could flop then—no motive of 
alliance, of neighbourhood, of propriety, 
could prevent their enmity. Your ancient 
allies erafed your name out of the lift of 
defpots, and from that moment they for- 
got your majefty’s fidelity. The emi- 
grants, rebels to the laws of their coun- 
try, are gone beyond the frontiers to pre- 
pare a guilty aggreffion againft France. 
They with to carry into its bofom fire and 
{word. Their rage would have been im- 
potent if the foreign princes had not 
econded, and encouraged their criminal 
manoeuvres. ‘The houfe of Auftria has 
done every thing to encourage their auda- 
city. The houfe of Auftria, who fince 
the treaty of 1756, has found us good and 
faithful allies! ‘Fhis treaty, fire, tubjected 
us to the ambitious views of this houfe, 
She engaged us in all her.wars, to which 
fhe called us as her allies. We have been 
prodigal of our blood in the cruel tragedies 
of defpotifm. The inftant that the houfe 
of Auitria fw fhe could no longer govern 
us for her purpofes, fhe became our 
enemy. 

‘It was Auftria that had ftirred up 
againft France the reftlefs northern po- 
tentate, whofe tyrannical phrenzy had at 
lait made him fal! under thc fword of an 
ailaffin.—It was Auftria who in office, of 
which Europe fhall judge, advifed oe 
party of Frenchmen to take up arms 
againft the other. The note of the cout 
of Vienna, of the 18th of February, was 
in truth a declaration of war. M. Kaunitz 
there avows the league of the pawers 
againft France. The death ct Leopold 
ought to have made .feme change in this 
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ambitious fyftem, but we have feen the 
contrary. 

* The note of the 18th of March is the 
ultimatum of the court of Vienna. This 
note is more provoking ftill than the form- 
er. The king of Hu withes that 
we fhould fubmit our conftitution to his 
révifion ; and he does not diflemble , the 
— of arming Frenchmen againft 

renchmen. 

« Sire,’ continues the minifter, * in 
charging me with the adminiftration of 
foreign affairs you have impofed on me 
the telling you the-gruth: I — 
tell you the truth. It refults from this 
expofure, that the treaty of 1756 is broken, 
in fa&t, by the houfe of Auftria. That 
the maintenance of a league of the power, 
is an aét of hoftility againft France, and 
that you ought this inftant to order M. 
Noailles, your ambaffador, to quit the 
court of Vienna without taking leave 
Sire,—the Autftrian troops are on the 
march —the camps are marked out—for- 
trefles are building: the nation, by its 
oath on the 14th of July, has declared 
that any man who fhall accede to an un- 
conftitutional negotiation is a traitor. The 
delay granted to Auftria is expired—your 
honour is attacked—the nation is infulted 
— Therefore there remains for you no other 
part to take but to make to the national 
affembly the formal Pe sar oye of war 
againft the king of Bohemia and Hun- 
ary.” 

The minifter having read this minute, 
the king refumed his fpeech— 
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Conclufion of the King’s Spéech. 


* You have heard, Meffieurs, the deli- 
beration and the decifion of my council, 


I adopt their determination. It is con- 
formable to the with, many times ex- 
prefied, of the national aflembly, and to 
that which has been addrefled to me by 
many diftriéts of France. It appears to 
me to be the with of all the French people, 
Frenchmen prefer war to a ruinous anxi- 
ety, and to a humiliating ftate, which 
com a5 our conftitution, and our 
dj . Ihave done every thing to avert 
a "heat I judge it indifpentible. I 
come, therefore, in the terms of the con- 
ftitution, to propofe to you formally to de- 
clare war againft the king of Bohemia and 
Hungary.” 

A burft of applaufe broke from the gal- 


leries. The aflembly maintained a dig- 
nified filence. 
The prefident anfwered ; 
¢ Sire, 


* The aflembly will proceed to deliberate 
on the great propofition which your ma- 
jefty has made to them. They will ad- 
dreis to you, by a meffa: refult of 
their deliberation” 

The king then retired with his minifters, 
and conduéted, as ufual, by a deputation 
of members. The hall rung with the ac. 
clamations of the people. 


{ To be continued. J 


CONTINENTAL AFFAIRS. 


SWEDEN. 
Stockholm, Feb. 4. 

Ome individuals having taken the li- 

berty to cenfure the adminiftration of 
the finances of Sweden, and fome of their 
writings breathing too great a degree of 
licentiovfnefs, his majefty, on the gth 
inft. prohibited the printing or publithing, 
during the courfe of the diet then affem- 
bled, of any thing refpe&ting the fubject 
of the deliberations of the faid diet. 

A few days ago arrived at Gefle, M. 
de Bouille, fon of the marquis de Bouille 
and the marquis de Tichudi, a Swifs 
officer of great diftinétion; they came on 
a deputation from the French princes. 

Stockholm, Feb. 28. The king of 
Sweden returned hither from Gefle lait 
Saturday, the diet having been diffolved 
on the 24th inft. Lond. Gaz. 

Stockholm, March 18. At atrocious 


attempt was made on the life of his Swes 
difh majefty, on Friday laft the 16th in 
ftant. A perfon approached the king at 
the Opera-houfe, and difcharged: the con+ 
tents of a piftol into his body, a little 
above the hip. The charge ars to 
have penetrated to a confiderable depth ; 
and the furgeons have been hitherto able 
to extraét but a very fmall part of it. 
His majefty.flept little during the laf 
night ; and the fever, which began yel- 
terday, increafed this evening, fo that 
ferious apprehenfions are entertained for 
his nehiy's life. 

The affaffin was arrefted early the next 
morning. 

His ma‘efty yefterday gave orders for 
the publication of an edié, conftituting a 
regency, which has already begun to act 
It confifts of the duke of Sudermanis, 
count Wachtmeiftcr (the juftice general), 

count 
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count Oxenflierna, baron Tavhe, and 


Mi. d’Armfelt. Lend. Gaz. 
Stockhoim, March 30. His maiefty 
expired yelterday morning. ‘The prince 


royal was immediately proclaimed king, 
by the name of Guttavus Adolphus; and 
the duke of Sud-rmaniz, in compliance 
with his late majelty’s will, was declared 
fole regent, or guardian of the young 
fovereign, till he attains his majority, 
which is fixed at ithe age of 18. Id. 

e's We foall give farther particulars 
of this unbappy evei.t in our next Number ; 
by which time we foall be able to deter- 
mine on the authenticity of the various 
accounts in circulation. 

Di Mark. 

Copenhagen, March 20. The royal 
ordinance, abolifhing the flave trade, is 
publifhed, and the following are the prin- 
cipal articles, viz. 

ift, In 1803, all trade in negroes, in 
any fthape whatever, is to ceafe on the 
part of Danith fubjeéts. 

adly, Until 1803, it fhall be permitted 
for all nations, without diftinétion, to carry 
negroes to the Welt Indies. 

3dly, For each negro or negrefs in 
health, which fhall be brought into the 
Danifh poffeffions till 1802, there fhall 
be paid, one year after their importation, 
a duty of zooolb. of raw fugar ; and for 
each negro and negrefs, who fhall not be 


THE National Affembly, taking into 

confideration, that the Houfe of Au- 
ftria, in contempt of the treaties fubfifting 
between it and France, has afforded pro- 
te&tion to the French rebels who have 
emigrated into Germany : 

TuaT it has formed a league with 
other European powers againtt the liberty 
and independence of France ; that Francis 
the fecond, king of Bohemia and Hun- 
gary, has, by his notification of the 18th 
of March, refufed to renounce this con- 
federacy ; that he has refufed to reduce 
his troops on the frontiers of France to 
the peace eftablifhment ; and that he has 
even augmented their number : 

Tuat he has attacked the fovereignty 
of the French nation, by perfifting in the 
claim of the entire re-initatement of the 
princ:s who have poffeffions in Alface, in 
the fupprefled feudal righis, for which 
France has invariably offered them an 
equitable indemnification ; 


FOR APRIL, 1792. 


DEcLARATION of WAR of the French NATIONAL ASSEMBLY again/t 
Francis Il, Kéng of Bohemia and Hungary, ex Friday, April 20. 
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arrived at their full ftaturey roo0lb. of 
raw fugar. 

4thly, There thall no duty be paid upon 
negroes tranfported, but inttead of raw 
fogar for thole exported to foreiga parts, 
there thall be paid a half per cent. more 
than heretofore. 

sthly, From 1795, there fhall no poll- 
tax be paid for negreffes who work in 
the plantations, but a double poll-tax thall 
be paid’ for negroes. 

6th, In fature there fhall be neither ne- 
groes nor negrefles exported from the 
iflands. 

The above ordinarice does riot feem to 
have caufed any ftir in Denmark among 
the Weft India merchants, and it is not 
thought it will caufe any in the iflands. 

Tue EMPIRE. 

Dreflen, April 8. On Wednefday the 
4th init. count de Hatzfeldt, having af- 
fumed the character of ambaflador from 
the eleStor of Mentz, as arch-chancellor 
of the empire, had a public audience of 
the elector, accompanied with the ufual 
formalities, for the purpofe of notifying 
to his highnefs the vacancy of the Im- 
perial throne, and inviting him to appear 
at Frankfort, cither in perfon or by proxy, 
on the 3d of July next, in order to prd- 
ceed to the election of a new emperor. 

Lond, Gazi 





Tuart, by his faid notification, he has 
attempted to arm the French againft each 
other; that, after his refufal to anfwer 
the Iaft difpatches ¢vom the king, recourfé 
can no longer be had to negotiation: On 
all thefe confiderations, the National Af- 
fembly declares, that the conduét of the 
king cf Bohemia and Hungary amounts 
to a formal declaration of war. 

Second DECREE. 

The National Affembly declares, that 
the French nation, inviolably attached to 
the principles of their conftitution, which 
forbids them to attempt any kind of con- 
queft, or to attack the liberty of any nas 
tion, have taken up arms for their own 
liberty, independence, and fovereignty 
only : 

And fince the war to wh'ch the nation 
is provoked, is net that of one people 
againft another, but ageinft the aggreflion 
of a king who aims to deftroy or to en- 
flave them; the National Aflembly de- 
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clares, that the French will refpeét the 
property of all foreigners, and will vifit 
with the feourge of war thofe only who 
have provoked it. 

That the French nation will adopt all 
thofe who fhall quit the colours of its 
enemies, and will favour, by all poflible 
means, their fettlement in the kingdom. 

The National Affembly, having taken 
into confideration the formal propofition 
of the king, decrees, that war be declared 
by the French nation againft the king of 
Bohemia and Hungary. 


HISTORICAL 


Marcu 27. 
YEstsnvay the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer agreed with Mr. Cope for 
the tickets in the enfuing Englifh lottery 
at 16]. 5s. each. 
Marcu 28. 

On Saturday m .-ning, at eight o'clock, 
the trial ef Spence Broughton, for rob- 
bing the Rotherham mail, came on before 
Judge Buller, at the York affizes ; and at 
half paft ten the jury found him guilty ; 
upon which judge Buller immediately 
paffed fentence, that he be hanged on Sa- 
turday next, and afterward his body be 
taken to the place where the robbery was 
committed, and hung in chains. 

MaRCH 29. 

This morning fome diipatches were re- 
ceived at the feerctary of ttate’s office, from 
Mr. Waipole, envoy at Lifbon, which 
were brought over in his majefty’s packet 
the Howe. They contain an account of 
the fafe arrival at Lifbon of his maiefty’s 
packet the Hanover, the 16th inft, with 
Dr. Willis and his fon on board, to attend 
the queen of Portugal, who remained in 
the fame fituation as by the laft accounts. 

MARCH 31. 

The grand jury of London made a pre- 
fentment to the court, at the Old Bailey, 
of the evils of the lottery infurance. The 
grand jury of Middlefex alfo made a fimi- 
iar prefentment; and determined, as the 
bench could: not corre& the abufe, to turn 
it into the form of a petition to the houfe 
of commons. 

Lord Kenyon received the prefentment 
of the London jury with great cordiality; 
and dne&tcd that a copy of it fhould be fent 
to the feeretary of itete tor the home ce- 
partment, and toeach of the city members. 

APRIL 2. 

The drawing of the lottery concluded 
at Guilshall, when No. 39,084 (as the 
hut drawn ticket) was entuled to 1000). 
Four tickets were left in the wheel. 

i 


Tuirp DECREE. 
A deputation of twenty-four members 
fhall immediately prefent this decree to the 
king. 


_ The hall refounded with acclama- 
tions. 

The next day, a letter from the mini- 
fter of juftice informed the Affembly, that 
the king had given his fanétion to the de- 
cree, which declares war againft the king 
of Bohemia and Hungary. 


CHRONICLE, 


APRIL 3. 

The Thames frigate is arrived off Portf- 
mouth with difpatches from the Eaft In- 
dies. She failed from Tellicherry the 28th 
of December, and from the Cape the ad 
of February. She brings an account of 
the Phoenix frigate, capt. fir Richard Stra- 
chan, having taken, on the 19th of Nov, 
laft, after a well-fought aétion, the Refolu 
French frigate of 32 guns; and is come 
home for the inftruétions of government 
in this extraordinary bufinefs. 

Early in November, the Refolu French 
frigate, of 32 guns, arrived in the Mallee- 
roads, and failed on the s9th with two 
merchantmen, from the fame port, which, 
it is conjeétured, was a {cheme to-difcover 
whether commodore Cornwallis would 
board the merchantmen under his protecs 
tion ; an unlucky experiment in the event ; 
for, on feeing them in the offing, he made 
fignals to the Phoenix and Perfeverance 
to board them ; they got under way, and 
chaied to the northward, as far as Man- 
galore, before they came up with them.— 
An engagement enfued, in which the Re- 
folu ftruck, after having had 25 men killed 
and 40 wounded. The Phoenix had fix 
men killed, and 12 wounded, including 
lieutenant Finlay of the marines, fince 
dead. Commodore Cornwallis ordered 
the Perfeverance to take the French fri- 
gate to a French port, and there to leave 


her, tor the French to be at liberty to aé&t 


as they pleale; the captain having refufed 

to have any farther concern with his thip, 

as he faid he had ftruck to the Phoenix. 

The two merchantmen, on being fearched, 

not appearing to carry any ftores contrary 

to treaty, was fuffered to proceed. 
APRIL 6. 

At the affizes at Gloucefter, an aétion 
was tried before Mr. jutiice Wilfon, 
againft the printer of a country newfpaper. 
The aétion was brought under the ast of 
Geo. ILI, chap. 36, to recover the penalty 
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of sol. for inferting the following adver- 
tifement in the paper, dated March 28, 
1791: ‘A bank-note loft, March 24, 
3791, near Sandford’s-mlll, in the parith 
of Stonehoufe, No. 4948, value 2ol. 
Whoever will bring it to Mr. Eycott 
fhall receive five guineas reward, and no 
queftions fhall beafked. Payment is ftopt 
at the bank.” The jury gave a verdict 
for the plaintiff. 
APRIL 7. 

On Thurfday, at a court of common- 
council, Mr. Thorpe made a motion relative 
to the drawing of the lottery at Guildhall, 
namely, ‘ That the drawing of the ftate lot- 
tery in the Guildhall of this city is a great 
interruption to the peace and commerce of 
the metropolis; and renders the attendance 
upon public bufinefs in the faid hall incon- 
venient and dangerous.’ He alfo moved, 
* That it is the opinion of this court, that 
the ftate lottery ought not in future to be 
drawn at Guildhall ;” which, after fome 
obfervations from fir James Sanderfon and 
Mr. alderman Pickett, were agreed to. 

APRIL 8. 

On Friday, there was a meeting of 
merchants concerned in the flave-trade, 
when it was refolved to inftitute immediate 
profecutions in the high court of admiral- 
ty, againft the fix African captains, for 
the piracy and murders committed on the 
flave coaft. The murder of the young 
woman, alfo, is to be legally enquired into. 

This day, captain John Kimber, of 
the fhip Recovery, belonging to Briftol, 
was brought before fir Sampfon Wright, 
from the city of Briftol, and committed 
to take his trial for the murder of a negro 
woman, whom he was tranfporting as a 
flave from Africa to the Welt-Indies. See 
page 291. 

APRIL 9. - 

An inftance has lately occurred of a 
perfon having been cured of a cancer in 
the lower lip, by the following applica- 
tion:—The patient had undergone the 
operation of the knife under an eminent 
furgeon at York ; but the complaint re- 
turning foon after, a friend adyifed him 
to apply leeches, and he followed this ad- 
vice; and the three firft which were ap- 
plied, after fucking a confiderable time, 
dropped off dead ; a few days after, three 
more were applicd—thefe died ‘like the 
former, after remaining on fome time ; in 
lefs than a week he applied three more, 
which, after fucking fome time, dropped 
off alive. This wrought a cure ; and the 
perfon, who is a farmer near Weitbury in 
Yorkthire, is now living, and has had no 
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zeturn of the complaint, nor fuffered any 
inconvenience in his health. 
APRIL 10. 

At Warwick affizes, came on the trial 
of the claims of feveral fifferers by the 
riots at Birmingham ; when verdicts were 
brought in as follows : 

laimed. 
J. Ryland, efq. 3000 0 © 
The old meeting2177 ,o © 
Dr. Prieftiey 412211 9 
J. Taylor, efq. 9831 13 10 
Mr. Humphreys2191 5 0% 
Mr. Hutton jun. 625 0 0 


Allowed. 

2300 O08 
1390 79° 
2502 18 0 
7202, 20 
13835110 
625 of 





Total 21947 10 7£ 15855180 

On Thurfday was tried at York affizes, 
before fir Francis Buller, and .a fpecial 
jury, a caufe wherein Mr. Briarly, attor- 
ney, of Tickhill, was plaintiff, and Ro- 
bert Athorpe Athorpe, efq. lord of the 
manor of Dunnington, was defendant. 
The action was brought in trover, for a 
pointer-dog, which the defendant took 
from the plaintiff when not in the aé of 
fporting: but which was kept as a houfe 

og, and for defence, and was accidentally 

brought within tie defendant’s manor by 
the plaintiff, who was not qualified. ‘The 
defendant juftified the taking it, under the 
act sth Ann, cap. 14. impowering juftices 
of the peace, and lords within their ree 
{pe&tive manors, to take and feize dogs 
from unqualified perfons, to their own ule, 
without being accountable. The jury 
found for the plaintiff 10l. damages, the 
value of the dog. By this determination, 
lords of manors, or their game-keepers, 
cannot enter houfes, and feize dogs and 
nets from unqualified perfons, which has 
heretofore been fo underftood, unlefs it is 
proved they are kept or ufed for killing 
game, previous to fuch feizure. 
APRIL 11. 

The ele&tion of fix dire&tors of the 
Eaft-India Company came on by ballot at 
the Eaft-India houfe ; on clofing the bal- 
lot, the numbers were : 

For fir Stephen Lufhington, bart. 1146 
Walter Ewer, efq. - 3125 
Thomas Pattle, efqg. - 1092 
Thomas Fitzhugh, efq. - 1078 
William Devaynes, efq. - 1063 
Nathaniel Smith, efq. - 773 
Jacob Wilkinfon, efq. - 678 

whereupon the firit fix gentlemen were dee 
clared duly clected. 
APRIL 18. 

Yefterday, came on the ele&ion of a 
governor and deputy governor of the Bank 
of England for the year enfuing, when 

Rr2z Samucl 
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Samuel Bofanquet, efq. was chofen go- 

vernor, and Godfrey Thornton, efq. de- 
uty governor. 

4 And this day, came on the ele&tion of 

twenty-four direStors, when the following 

gentlemen were chofen : 

Samuel Beachcroft, Roger Bochm, Ed- 
ward Darell, Daniel Giles, John Harri- 
fon, Thomas Lewis, Job Mathew, Rich- 
ard Neave, Jofeph Nutt, Ifaac Ofborne, 
Edward Payne, George Peters, Brook 
Watfon, alderman, Mark Weyland, Ben- 
jamin Winthrop, Moles Yeldam, Thomas 
Boddington, Peter Cazalet, Bicknell Co- 
ney, Thomas Dea, William Mellith, 
‘Thomas Raikes, Edward Simeon, and 
Samual Thornton, efqrs. 

APRIL 20. 

Birmingham, April 16. On Friday 
afternoon, the inhabitants of Brom{grove, 
in Worcelterthire, were alarmed and dii- 
treffed beyond defcription, by one of the 
mott fudden and violent inundations ever 
known. Between three and f. cr o'clock, 
during a ftorm accompanied with Joud and 
continued claps ef tinder, and the moft 
vivid lightning, a water-fpout fell upon 
that part of the Lickey which is neareft 
the town. The pouring down of the ca- 
taraét was heard to a great diftance, and 
the body of water, taking a direétion ta- 
ward Brom{grove, foon {wept every thing 
before it, laid down the hedges, wathed 
quantities of grain from barns and malt- 
houfes, deftroyed tan-yards, and {0 ftrong 
was the current, that it floated through 
the town a waggon loaded with fkins. 
The inhabitants of the place had no time 
to take the neceflary precautions ; almott 
in an inftant the ceilars and under kitchens 
were filled to the top, and every thing in 
them overturned. t a few minutes the 
water entered at the parlour windows, co- 
vered the counters of fhops, and in the 
principal ftreet it rofe and continued up- 
ward of five feet perpendicular from the 
pavement. The horfes in fome of the inn 
ftables ftood up to their tails in water, 
Pigs, wafhed trom their ftyes, were fwim- 
ming through the paflages of the houtes 
fituated between the brook. and the princi- 
pal ftrect : down which quantities of furni- 
ture, brewing utenfils, and clothing, thop 
articles, grain, garden-pales, gates, wheel- 
barrows, pigs, dogs, timber, &c. were 
carried in one mais by the impetuous tor- 
rent. Many of the inhabitants, who hap- 
pened to be at their neighbours, could not 
that evening return home. A houfe on 
the borders of the Lickey was thrown 
down by the force of the water, though 
we do not hear any were detiroyed in 


culties. 
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Bromfzrove; but the damage fuftained 
by the thopkeepers (and particularly the 
hucktters) muft be very great. The hedges 
and otier fences to fields and gardens on 
this fide of the town, were entirely demo- 
lithed; numbers of fheep and pigs are 
drowned, one horfe, and we are forry, in 
addition to the calamity, to fay, that on 
Saturday morning, fome young children 
were miffing. 

This tremendous fall of water happened 
near the eleven mile-ftone, on the edge of 
the Lickey: it has beat the ground there 
(which is chiefly gravel) into fimall pits, 
At Bromfgreve, and the upper part of the 
Lickey, nothing more than a common fall 
of rain was experienced. 

APRIL 23. 

It is with real fatistaétion, that we are 
informed of the fuccefs which has attended 
the endeavours of Dr. Wiilis, in the re- 
covery of the queen of Portugal, from her 
late melancholy ilinefs. The dotor has 
pronounced the queen to be in a ftate of 

erfe&t convalefcence, both in regard to 
o late diforder and general health, and 
fhe has recovered the uie of her mental fa- 
On this account there has been 
yery great rejoicings at Lifbon. This 
good news we learn by letters received 
yelterday by the mail. The queen is re- 
moved to her country palace at Queluz, in 
order to enjoy the benefit of the coun:ry 
air. 

The cure has been as fpeedy as it was 
unexpected previous to Dr. Willis” arri- 
val. When he was introduced into the 
prefence of her majefty, fhe was extremely 
frantic, and complained to her fon of a 
ftranger’s being introduced into her apart- 
ment. The prince returned for aniwer, 
that the perion was the famous Dr. Willis, 
who had been fent by her brother the king 
of England to render her majefty every 
affittance. Dr Willis felt her pulie, and 
faid the lived too low, and immediately 
ordered her fome affes’ milk. The queen 


“refufed to take any nourifhment a long 


time, but became at laft fo tractable, that 
fhe drank the milk of her own accord: in 
afew days fhe thewed fymptoms of con- 
valefcence, 
APRIL 27. 
Yefterday, Mr. Dundas moved in the 
Houte of Commons, ¢ ‘That it fhall not be 
lawtul to import any African Negroes 
into any Britiih Colonies, or Plantations, 
in fhips owned or navigated by Britith 
fubjects, at any time after the sit day of 
January 1800." 
Lord Mornington moved an amend- 
ment; namely, that the words ‘ January 
1$09" 
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3800’ be expunged, and the words 
§ January 1793” inferted in their ftead. 
After a debate, which lafted till three 
in the morning, the Houfe divided, 
Againft the amendment - 158 
For it - - - 109 
Majority - - 49 
The queftiou being put upon the origi- 
nal motion, 
The chancellor of the exchequer moved, 
that the houfe do now adjourn. 
A divifion took place on this motion, 
in which there were, 
Ayes - 
Noes - 


165 
97 
Majority - 8&8 
In confequence of the adjournment hav- 
ing been carried, the motion.of Mr. Dun- 
das ftands over for further difcuffion. 


IRELAND. 

On Monday, April 16, Mr. James 
Napper Tandy was arrefted by virtue of 
a proclamation from the privy-council, 
and carried before the lord-mayor of Dub- 
lin, and feveral aldermen. On his being 
taken, he denied the authority of the pro- 
clamation, and when he appeared before 
the magiftrates, they exprefled a with to 
have nothing to do in the bufinefs; the 
perfon who apprehended him replied, that 
it was fufficient for him that he had done 
his duty in producing th. prifoner ; he 
fhould concern himfeif no further in the 
affair, but jimply apply for the offered re- 
ward. On the recorder’s being confuited, 
Tandy was informed, that he was no 
longer a prifoner : he then withed to give 
in his examination againft the perfon who 
took him, charging him with an affault, 
and having held him im falfe imprifon- 
ment; this was refufed on the part of fe- 
veral aldermen, but at length it was taken 
by one of them. On Wedneiday, how- 
ever, hc was again apprehended by an 
order from the houfe-of commons, and 
being brought to their bar, and refuting 
to anfwer the fpeaker’s interrogatories, 
was from thence conmmitted to Newgate ; 
frorn whence, however, he was liberated 
the fame night, in confequence of the pro- 
rogation of parlianent. 

On Weunefday, the lord-licutenant of 
Ireland went in tiate to the houtt: of peers, 
and the commons being come, his excel- 
lency gave the royal aflemi to thirty pub- 
lic and one private biils ; after which his 
excellency clofed the feflion with the fol- 
lowing {peech ; 
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© My lords and gentlemen, 

* The difpatch you have given to the 
national bufinefs, enables me to clofe the 
feffion, and to relieve you from further 
attendance in parliament. 


* Gentlemen of the houfe of commons, 


* His majeity cbmmands me to thank 
you for the fupplies you have voted for 
the public fervice; you may depend upon 
their faithful application to the purpofes 
for which they were granted. 

* My lords and gentlemen, 

*T have his majetty’s commands to ex- 
prefs his approbation of the wifdom that 
has guided your proceedings during the 
prefeut feflion, efpecially in the liberal in- 
dulgences you have afforded to your Ro- 
man catholic brethren, by eftablithing the 
legality of intermarriage, by admitting 
them to the profeffion of the Jaw and the 
benefits of education, and by removing all 
reftri¢tions upon their induftry in trade 
and manufactures. 

‘ Your knowledge of the true interefts 
of your country is plainly marked in the 
meatiwe you have adopted for carrying 
into effeét a reciprocal preference in the 
corn trade with Great Britain, a fyitem 
beneficial to both countries, and peculiarly 
advantageous to the agriculture of Ireland, 
that fource of your wealth and profperity. 
The further fteps you have taken to check 
the immoderate ufe of {pirituous liquors, 
and your wile regulations for the charita- 
ble inftitutions, prove your attention to 
the ae of the lower orders of the 

cople. 

«I fhall firmly rely on your cordial co- 
operation for the fupport of public order, 
and the enforcing obedience to the laws, 
by which aione ihe fruits of national in- 
duitry can be fecured; and when you re- 
fieé&t upon the flourifhing refources, the 
increalimg wealth, and unexampled pro- 
{perity of the country, you will not fail to 
imprefs upon the minds of the people, that 
the maimenance of our free and happy 
conftitution will enfure the continuance of 
thefe invaluable bleffings.’ 

Then the lord chancellor prorogued the 
parliament to Monday the 18th of June 
next. 


BIRTHS. 
H ER Catholic majeity, a prince. 
Countefs of Caithnets, a daughter. 
Lauy of fir Alexander Monro, a daugh- 
ter. 
Lady Anne Lambton, a fon and heir. 
MAR. 
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MARRIAGES. ; 
Fdwad Coke, efq. M. P. to mifs 
Colhoun, daughter of William Col- 

houn, efq. of Wrotham, Norfolk. ; 

Earl of Albemarle, to the hon. mifs 
Sophia Southwell, fitter of lord de Clit- 
ford. 

John King, efq. one of the under fe- 
cretaries of -ftate, to mifs Mofs, daughter 
of the bifhop of Bath and Wells. 

John Edward Madocks, efq. of Wale 
Mafcall, Kent, to the hon. mifs Craven, 
fifter to lord Craven. 

The hon. F. Weft, brother to the ear 
of Delawarr, to mifs Michell, daughter 
of the late Richard Michell, efq. of Cul- 
ham-court, Berks. 

Thomas Swymmers Champneys, efq. 
only fon of fir Fhomas Champneys, bart. 
to mifs C. Moftyn, daughter of fir Roger 
Moftyn, bart. M. P. 

Sir James Suttie, bart. to mifs Catha- 
rine Ifabella Hamilton, daughter of James 
Hamilton, efq. 

Mr. Guitavus Vala, a celebrated A fri- 
can, to mifs Cullen, daughter of Mr. 
Cullen, of Ely. 


DEATHS. 
RAE Martin Phillips, efq. M. P. 


Sir George Pocock, K. B 
Alexander Callandar, efq. M. P. 
Sufannah vifcountefs dowager Fane. 


William Gomm, efq. late fecretary of 


the embafly at the Hague. 
Sir Abraham Pitches, knt. father-in- 
law of vifcount Deerhurtt. 
Rev. fir James Stonehoufe, bart. 
Lieutenant-general Lancelot Baugh. 
Hon. general George Cary. 
General David Graeme. 


PREFERMENTS, 


REY. Dr. Archibald Davidfon--Dean 
of the order of the Thiftle, and of the 
Chapel Royal, in Scotland. 

Rev. Peter Peckard, D. D.—Dean of 
Peterborough. 


BANKRUPTS. From the GazeTTE. 


March 27. 
Ofeph Smart, of Wolverhampton, in 
Staffordthire, bookfeller. 
John Kindon, of Briitol, au&tioneer. 
William Couzens the younger, and 
‘Thomas Couzens, of Newcaitle-upon- 
‘Tyne, hat-makers and copartners. 
MARCH 31. 
John Hirft, of Halifax, in Yorkthire, 
paper-maker, 


Charles Middleton, of Middlewich, in 
Chefhire, maltfter. 

John Bell, of Carlifle, linen-draper, 

Thomas Clare, of Gloucefter, foap. 
boiler. 

George Blow, of Bathwick, in Somer. 
fetth:re, vintner. 

John Large, of Leicefter, grocer. 

Charles O’Neale, otherwife’ Neale, of 
Cannon-ftreet, Southwark, turner. 

Thomas Harman, of Roberfbridge, in 
Suflex, thopkeeper. 

APRIL 3. 

John Bartlett, of Shoreditch, butcher. 

Samuel Collier, of Manchefter, corn. 
factor. 

APRIL 7. 

William Dawfon, of Liverpool, linen- 
draper. 

Herman Zurhorft, of Bafinghall-ftreet, 
merchant. 

APRIL 10. 

Mary Bunning, of the Minories, ha- 
berdafher. 

John Grant, of Walcot-terrace, Lams 
beth, in Surry, furgeon. 

Richard Fletcher, of Liverpool, and 
Henry Fletcher, of Whitehaven, mer- 
chants and copartners. 

William Baker, of Cowbridge, in Gla- 
morganfhire, innholder. : 


APRIL 14. 
Robert Walters Harper, of Sutton, in 
Yorkfhire, dealer. 
APRIL 17. 
Thomas Tew Morris, of Haydon-yard, 
Minories, brewer. 
George Bond, of Old Fith-ftreet, taylor. 
James Clowes, of Old-ftreet, dealer. 
John Scholefield, of Halifax, in Yorke 
fhire, joiner. 
APRIL 21. 
James Rice, of Batterfea, in Surry, 
enameller, 
Alexandcr Watfon, of Sife-lanc, mere 
chant. 
Thomas Kemp, of Newhaven, in Suf- 
fex, innholder. 
Jane Garton, of Thames-ftreet, fta- 
tioner. 
George Lempriere, of the city of Lon- 
don, merchant. 
Elias Biffon, of Cornhill, linen-draper, 


APRIL 24. 
John Wright, of Lime-ftreet, mer- 
chant. 
Jeremiah Cunningham, of Upper Sey- 
mour-ftreet, grocer. 
Samuel Lancafter, of Huddersfield, in 
Yorkhhire, inniolder, : 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
M EMOIRS of the Life of the late 
Major General Lee, 8vo. 6s. 

Plowden’s Jura Anglorum, the Rights 
of Englifimen, 8vo. 8s. 

Good's Poems, 1s. 6d. 

Secret Hiftory of the Court and Reign 
of Charles IIs 2 vol. 8vo. 15s. 

Forreft’s Voyage from Calcutta to the 
Mergui Archipelago, 4to. 11. 5s. 

Carr’s Poems, 8vo. 6s. 

Curfory Criticifms on Malone’s Shak- 
fpeare, 2s. 6d. 

Elvina, 2 vol. 6s. 

It is and it is not, 2 vol. 7s. 

Philaro and Elenora, 2 vol. 6s. 

Taylor's Meafurer’s Affiftant, 12mo. 
6s. 

Hill’s Obfervations on the Politics of 
France, 2s. 6d. 

Leake’s Effay on Difeafes of the Vifcera, 
Svo. 7s. 

Somerville’s Hiftory of Political Tran- 
faétions and of Parties, from Charles II. 
to William IIT. 4to. 11. 4s. 

Knight’s View of the Life of the Ro- 
mans, to the Year 769, 2 vol. 8vo. 12s. 

Fair Impoftor, 3 vol. 10s. 6d. 

Edelfrida, 4 vol. 14s. 

Eddis’ Letters from America, 1769 to 
31777, Svo. 8s. 6d: 

Ingram on the Neceffity of introducing 
Divinity into Academical Studies, 2s. 6d. 

Tranfactions of the Society of the An- 
tiquaries of Scotland, vol. 1, 4to. 11. 1s. 
boards. 

Mifcellanies, Philofophical, Medical, 
and Moral, fimall 8vo. 5s. 

Burn’s Reply to Prieftley’s Appeal, 2s. 

Rennell’s Marches of the Britith Armies 
in India, 1790 and 1791, 7s. 6d. 

Fordyce on Cultivating and Curing 
Rhubarb in Britain for Medicinal Utes, 1s. 

Liadfey’s Converfations on Chriftian 
Idolatry, 8vo. 3s. fewed. 

Smirnove’s Survey of the Ruffian Em- 
pire, 8vo. 7s. 

Jockey Ciub, 2 parts, each 4s. fewed. 

Molineux’s Ufe of the Globes, 1s. 6d. 
fewed, 

Pope’s Obfervations on the Miraculous 
Conception, 8vo, 6s. 

Prieftley’s Letters to a Young Man, 
on Public Worfhip, 1s. 6d. 

Athton Pricry, 3 vol. 1os. 6d. 

Morgan’s Review of Dr. Price’s Writ- 
ings on the Finances of this Kingdom, 
2 


“a 
Randolph’s Scriptural Revifion of So- 
cinian. Arguments, in a Letter to Dr. 
Prieftley, 2s. 

Fugitive, a Comedy, 1s. 6d, 
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AVERAGE PRICES or CORN, 
April 14, 1792. 


By the Standard Winchefter Buthel of 
Eight Gallons. 


Wheat. Rye. Bar. Oats. Beas 
s. d.|se d.fse d.js. detse do 
London 4 913 313 22 243 3 


INLAND COUNTIES. 


Middlefex 3 6 
Surry 
Hertford 
Bedford 
Huntingdon 
Northampton 
Rutland 
Leicefter 
Nottingham 
Derby 
Stafford 
Salop 
Hereford 
Worcefter 
Warwick 
Wilts 

Berks 
Oxford 
Bucks 
Brecon 
Montgomery 


Radnor 
MARITI 


Effex 

Kent 

Suffex 
Soffolk 
Cambridge 
Norfo!k 
Lincoln 
York 
Durham 
Northumberland 
Cumberiand 
Weftmorland 
Lancafter 
Chefter 
Flint 
Denbigh + 
Anglefea 
Carnarvon 
Merioneth 
Cardigan 
Pembroke 
Carmarthen 
Glamorgan 
Gloucefter 
Somerfet 
Monmouth 
Devon 
Cornwall 
Dorfet 
Hants 
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